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Dear Sir/Madam,  

 

P/21/1851 Formation of 2no. house plots (Permission in Principle): Land Between 

20 And 21 Stonebyres Holdings Access For Stonebyres Holdings From A72 To 

B7018 And B7086 Stonebyres Lanark ML11 9UW 

 
The above application has recently been brought to the attention of Scotland’s Garden and 

Landscape Heritage (SGLH). We appreciate that this response is slightly late but as you will 

no doubt be aware, the South Lanarkshire planning portal was not available last weekend 

and the early part of this week and we were therefore unable to access the supporting 

documents. We trust that the following comments will still be taken into consideration in 

accessing this application. 

 

The proposal affects the historic designed landscape of Stonebyres which, although not 

included in the Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes in Scotland and therefore 

assessed by Historic Environment Scotland to be of National Significance, has been assessed 

in two separate surveys of the historic designed landscapes of the Clyde and Avon Valley as 

being of at least Regional significance: 

 

Study of the Historical Development of the Clyde and Avon Valleys Landscape (2011) 

commissioned by the Clyde & Avon Valley Landscape Partnership 

and 

The SGLH Glorious Gardens Project (2015-17) funded by Historic Environment Scotland and 

the Heritage Lottery Fund, focusing on gardens and designed landscapes (GDLs) in the Clyde 

& Avon Valley Landscape Partnership (CAVLP). The full report for Stonebyres can be found at  

https://canmore.org.uk/site/355797/stonebyres. 
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A substantial building, probably a tower house, at ‘Stanbyres’ is first recorded on Timothy 

Pont’s Map 34: ‘Glasgow and the county of Lanark’, dated between 1593 and 96, with the 

first details of a designed landscape depicted on William Roy’s Military Survey of Scotland 

(Lowlands) circa 1755. However, it is likely that the structure of the designed landscape 

surviving today is that laid out for Stonebyres Mansion, much extended over the 18th and 

early 19th centuries and incorporating the earlier tower house. This layout is recorded on the 

First Edition Ordnance Survey (OS) of 1857 (25-inch scale) with later changes to the mansion 

house and designed landscape recorded on the Second and Subsequent OS Editions of 1896 

and 1910. By the time of the 1941 OS Revision the mansion house has been demolished 

(1934) and the beginnings of the subdivision of the landscape into 35 smallholdings by the 

Ministry of Agriculture, which are now very much part of the Stonebyres designed landscape, 

can be seen. Other elements from earlier phases of the landscape’s history also survive 

including the Walled Garden, Coach House (Category B-Listed), Stables (Category C-Listed), 

Laundry, Lodges, Approaches and Ravine Paths. 

 

We accept that the Stonebyres designed landscape is now somewhat degraded and 

fragmented, but from its medieval origins development of the estate and designed landscape 

is clearly documented through historic maps, documentary and pictorial sources to the 

present day. Associations with various owners and architects, together with the unique 

overlay of the 20th century smallholdings clearly give Stonebyres Regional Significance as a 

designed landscape. 

 

We understand that three new houses have already been permitted in the landscape and are 

concerned that, should the current proposals also be granted planning permission, 

cumulatively such seemingly small-scale developments will result in further erosion and loss 

of integrity of the design and layout.  For these reasons Scotland’s Garden and Landscape 

Heritage wishes to object to this application. 

 

Lastly, we would be grateful to be included in any further consultations affecting Stonebyres 

and other Inventory and non-Inventory designed landscapes in South Lanarkshire. Further 

information about SGLH can be found at https://www.sglh.org/ 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Alison Allighan BSc (Hons), MSc, CSFHS, CMLI 

Conservation Consultant  

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage  

conservation@sglh.org 

https://www.sglh.org/
mailto:conservation@sglh.org

