Scotland's Garden & Landscape Heritage

Scottish Forestry

South Scotland Conservancy

55/57 Moffat Road

Dumfries DG1 TNP

By email only southscotland.cons@forestry.gov.scot
Robert.Mcauley@forestry.gov.scot 14 February 2020

For the attention of Robert McAuley

Dear Mr McAuley,

FORESTRY GRANT SCHEME
ELIOCK LONG-TERM FOREST PLAN AMENDMENT 3830640

Thank you for consulting Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage on the proposed
amendment to the above Long-Term Forest Plan. The Eliock designed landscape is not
included in the Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes in Scotland and therefore not
considered to be of National Significance by Historic Environment Scotland (HES). However,
as providing the setting for the Category B-Listed Eliock House, the landscape would appear
to retain at least Local significance. Comparison of modern-day aerial coverage with the First
Edition Ordnance Survey of 1856 indicates that the overall layout of the landscape has
remained fairly intact since this time, with Lodge Wood then comprising a mix of coniferous
and deciduous tree cover. From later aerial imagery available on the HES Canmore website
this appears to remain the planting mix until at least the mid-20th century.

We have checked our records but do not appear to have been consulted about the Eliock
LTFP at any point in the past. This response is therefore based on the map attached to your
consultation request of Compartments 15 and 16 in Lodge Wood, together with the
information on the Public Register which states that 12.89 hectares of conifers are to be
felled. With so little information available we assume that this felling operation was included
in the original LTFP but is now being brought forward for some reason.
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Whilst we have no concerns about this, we would have been interested to see the restocking
proposals for Lodge Wood and whether, what appears to be a 100% commercial coniferous
crop, will be replaced by any element of broadleaved species and therefore more reflective of
the historic planting mix. Our only other comment is that we assume that the operation will
involve clear-felling. Towards the northern end, Lodge Wood appears to be quite visible from
the A76 and we would hope that, should mixed planting be possible as a replacement, that
this compartment could be managed under LISS in the future to reduce visual impact of
felling operations.

Yours sincerely,

Alison Allighan BSc (Hons), MSc, CSFHS, CMLI
Conservation Consultant
Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage



