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Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

Proposed Local Development Plan 2 – Historic Environment Designations Review 
 

The above consultation has recently been brought to the attention of Scotland’s Garden and 

Landscape Heritage (SGLH), formerly the Garden History Society in Scotland (GHSS). As GHSS 

we were involved with East Dunbartonshire Council, advising on and assisting with drawing 

up the brief for the original Survey of Historic Gardens and Designed Landscapes in East 

Dunbartonshire, which was eventually undertaken by Peter McGowan Associates in 2006. At 

that time we welcomed the survey, probably the first of only a very few such surveys to be 

undertaken by a local planning authority in Scotland. 

 

We are similarly encouraged by East Dunbartonshire’s continued recognition of locally 

significant gardens and designed landscapes, in line with Historic Environment Scotland 

(HES) policy and advice as outlined in ‘Managing Change in the Historic Environment – 

Gardens & Designed Landscapes, and the need to update the survey after 14 years, with this 

current review undertaken by Land Use Consultants Ltd. We have now considered the 

document and would like to make the following points. 

 

We accept that landscapes are dynamic and continually evolving, and also the assessment 

criteria for inclusion in Historic Environment Scotland’s (HES) Inventory of Gardens and 

Designed Landscapes in Scotland (the Inventory) have changed over the years but are 

concerned by the number of landscapes which are recommended for removal in the survey; 

of the thirty sites included in the original survey, ten are now identified for removal, with the 

welcome addition of Milngavie Reservoirs to the Inventory in 2018. 

 

We do accept that many of the landscapes proposed for removal are covered by alternative 

designations e.g. Conservation Area status, Tree Preservation Orders, Local Nature 

Conservation Areas etc. and therefore still afforded some degree of protection. However, on 
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their own, such designations are unlikely to recognise and protect the overall integrity of the 

complex unit of a designed landscape. This would appear to apply particularly to those sites 

covered by Local Nature Conservation Status, where conservation of designed landscapes 

involves different management techniques / priorities from those used for sites of natural 

history interest. We are concerned there is a danger that future management will be more 

influenced by greenspace and native biodiversity considerations, leading to a gradual 

erosion of the layout and historic planting mix of the designed landscape. All trees, however 

long-lived, have a limited lifespan and many non-native trees from historic ornamental 

plantings could eventually be replaced by native species. SGLH would always encourage a 

Conservation Management Plan be undertaken for a designed landscape to maintain their 

special characteristics for the future. 

 

Both individually and collectively designed landscapes contribute to the wider landscape / 

townscape and the unique character of local areas, as is recognised in the HES ‘scenic’ 

criteria for assessing designed landscapes, which should not be eroded through lack of 

protection or inappropriate management.  We would therefore encourage East 

Dunbartonshire Council to reconsider the removal of Local Designed Landscape status from 

these ten sites when drawing up the proposed Local Development Plan 2. Their retention in 

the Local Plan will not only help to protect the individual sites and maintain and enhance the 

character of local areas, but also guide planning principles for appropriate development in 

those areas for the future. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Alison Allighan BSc (Hons), MSc, CSFHS, CMLI 

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage Conservation Consultant 
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