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Dear Ms Ward, 

 

21FGS61326 Carmichael East End 

Eastend Carmichael Woodland Creation 

 

Thank you for consulting Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage on the above Woodland 

Creation proposals. Although Carmichael is not included in the Inventory of Gardens and 

Designed Landscapes in Scotland and is therefore not assessed by Historic Environment 

Scotland to be of National Significance, study of historical maps including William Roy’s 

Military Survey of circa 1755 indicates this was an extensive and intricately designed 

landscape, probably laid out as the setting for Carmichael House constructed between 1754 

and 1767 for the 3rd Earl of Hyndford. Although the house is now a ruin, the landscape 

retains local, if not regional significance as the setting for at least ten Category B listed 

structures including Carmichael House itself, East End House and Steading, and the 

Mausoleum. 

 

We have no concerns with the proposals for compartment 3 on the southern fringe of 

Shawhill Wood. Although not depicted as planted on Roy’s Military Survey, this area is clearly 

recorded on the First Edition Ordnance Survey of 1857 as part of the expansion of the 

designed landscape and has retained much of its layout to the present day. We are however 

disappointed by the proposals for the infill planting in compartments 1 and 2. We accept 

that by the time of the First Edition Ordnance Survey much of the 18th century landscape 

layout depicted by William Roy had been altered and the framework surviving today probably 

dates from the early 19th century. Further, former areas of the landscape particularly around 

East End, have already been subject to infill planting over the 20th and 21st centuries eroding 

the layout. Although East End House probably dates back to the 16th century it is not 

recorded on Roy’s Survey, however compartment 1 is clearly present as three enclosed 
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spaces to the south-east of the house which survived as such at least until the 20th century, 

when the internal planting appears to have been removed to create a single enclosure. 

 

We are obviously disappointed by the current proposals and further erosion of the 

Carmichael landscape by infill planting but accept that a balance has to be made between 

preserving the historic layout and the economic viability of the estate. In conclusion we can 

only draw the applicant’s attention to the then Forestry Commission Scotland’s Practice 

Guide Conserving and managing trees and woodlands in Scotland’s designed landscapes 

produced in 2011 which remains relevant. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Alison Allighan BSc (Hons), MSc, CSFHS, CMLI 

Conservation Consultant  

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage  

conservation@sglh.org 


