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SCOTLAND'S GARDEN AND LANDSCAPE HERITAGE
REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

The Trustees present their annual report together with the financial statements for the year ended 31
December 2016.

This annual report, together with the corresponding accounts, presents a summary of our financial
activities during the year and gives an overview of th"e general activities.
STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT

Governing document
The Charity was converted to a Scottish Charitable lncorporated Organisation (SCIO) on 11 May 2015.
The charity was initially set up as a charity in August 2003 as The Garden History Society in Scotland
Conservation Trust. The initial Trust was set up by the Scottish Group of the Garden History Society to

safeguard and apply funds raised in Scotland specifically for the society's work in Scotland. The
charity runs alongside but separately from the Garden History Society, which is a Charitable Company
limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales.

Appointment of Trustees
The charity is governed by

a Board of Trustees. The Trustees are chosen for their individual
qualifications, experience and skills to cover the gamut of those required for successful governance of
the Charity.

Administrative Structure
The Board meets once every two months, with additional extra informal sub-committee meetings to
discuss items as necessary: Events and Conservation for example.
Risk Management

to identify and review the risks to which the charity is exposed and to ensure
appropriate controls are in place to provide reasonable assurance against fraud and error.

The Trustees have a duty

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES

Purpose

to

safeguard and apply funds raised in Scotland specifically for
Scotland's Garden and Landscape Heritage, the principal purposes of which are:

The objects of the charity are

(1) to promote the study of the history of gardening, landscape gardening and horticulture in
Scotland in all its aspects and

(2) to promote the protection, conservation, repair and restoration of historic parks, gardens

and

designed landscapes in Scotland and to advise on their conservation.

Aims and activities
The charity was formed to promote and protect the historic gardens and designed landscapes of
Scotland.

Activities involve the organisation of conservation projects, running lectures and study days for
members and campaigning for our garden and landscape heritage. There is an online newsletter, Ihe
Pleosaunce, which is published three times a year, along with an annual scholarly edition to support
these aims.
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ACHIEVEMENT AND PREFORMANCE
The first phase of the Glorious Gardens Project (GG1) in the Clyde and Avon Valley and Falkirk is
coming to a close, and the volunteers and team at Northlight Heritage are working hard to tie up the
loose ends. 'Close' and 'ends' are probably the wrong word to use for these projects. Yes, the
volunteers have learned about 'Termination points' for vistas in their garden detective work; yes, the
funding from Historic Environment Scotland (HES) and the Clyde and Avon Valley Landscape
Partnership (CAVLP) is coming to an end and yes, reports will have been written, but in every other
way doors have been opened both for the volunteers and for those connected with the sites they
have investigated. These are doors that will never close as these skills are permanent and the
knowledge and understanding that have been accumulated will be built on by future generations.
There is also another way in which Glorious Gardens lives on. SGLH has made a successful application
to HES and CAVLP to develop a Conservation Management Strategy for the historic designed
landscapes of the Clyde and Avon Valley area and of the Falkirk Council Area (GG2).

The casework continues in the capable hands of Alison Allighan, the Conservation Consultant, and
there have been no contentious cases this year. However it was learned in January that Cemex had
decided to appeal against the Government's decision not to allow the extension of the Hyndford
Quarry in the Buffer Zone of the Falls of Clyde World Heritage Site. This news was particularly
disappointing as the company had previously indicated to UNESCO that it accepted the decision. ln
another initiative, an SGLH Planning Advice leaflet was sent out to all the Local Planning Authorities in
Scotland.

Turning to Events, the study day at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (RBGE) last May, which
concluded with a visit to the recently installed Botanic Cottage, began in the Library where Leonie
Patterson showed us a collection of books on garden history, including the Hortus Medicus
Edinburgensis, of 1"683. Written by James Sutherland, the Regius Keeper, it was the first horticultural
book published in Scotland. Leonie reminded us that 1683 was also the year John Reid published the
Scots Gardner and the year that William Bruce built Kinross House. The charity also saw the original
plans of the Botanic Cottage and a Rough Draught of the Botanic Garden, then in Leith Walk, by
William Crawfurd. At midsummer the charity joined up with the Historic Houses Association (HHA) to
visit the private gardens at Carolside and Leadervale, of Mr and Mrs Anthony Foyle, and Mrs Hew
Blair. Carolside has become famous for its old roses and not just for the National Collection of pre1900 Gallica roses they hold. The charity was welcomed in the house and then left to explore the
succession of garden rooms that have been developed by Mrs Foyle over the last twenty years.
Unfortunately, by 23rd June last year, although there was much to see, the roses were only just
coming into flower. Later in the summer a small group walked the grounds of Mavisbank with
archaeologist, Tom Addyman. Even in their present degraded state, the grounds and the derelict
house have a loveliness that is still captivating. Survey work continues but securing its future remains
elusive.
SGLH would like

to thank Christopher Dingwall and Tom Addyman for giving their time and sharing

their expertise. SGLH would, however, note that the turnout at all of these outings was disappointing.
But for the presence of the Trustees, the numbers would be considered poor.

with HHA and RBGE Friends were both well attended. Our events secretary
Vanessa Stephen invited discussion and set the context and asked the question 'Did Lancelot
'Capability' Brown leave a legacy in Scotland?' And Christopher Dingwall illustrated from
contemporary accounts examples in Scotland of 'a natural style' only indirectly influenced by Brown'
The presentations prompted extensive audience participation, which made for a lively evening' ln
March Donald Rodger spoke with authority on the amazing heritage trees that still survive in our parks
By contrast, the lectures

and gardens.
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ACHIEVEMENT AND PREFORMANCE (continued)
The Chair continues to represent SGLH at Gardens Trust Board meetings, attending two meetings last
year, including the AGM in Cambridge. There is no business to report that has a direct impact on
Scotland, other than to note that an AGM in Scotland has been mooted by their Events Committee.
No date has been fixed. The Chair also continues to represent SGLH at Built Environment Forum
Scotland (BEFS) meetings and on one of their working groups and has attended meetings organised
for the benefit of Charity Trustees on Copyright Law and on Changes in Charity Law. The Board has
been briefed, and changes are being made where needed. SGLH continues to support Professor Mark
Stevens and Save our Landscapes, and some members attended the Study Day he arranged at New
Lanark last August.

grateful to Sarah O'sullivan, CAVLP Communications Officer, for the help she has given SGLH
on the communications strategy. The SGLH website must become the hub of all communications,
with other strands, including social media, feeding into this. Through Volunteer Edinburgh the
trustees have successfully recruited Ryan McEwan to help coordinate the communications and
manage the website. Ryan formerly worked for Edinburgh Council and is currently working as a
freela nce photographer.
SGLH is

to produce its written communications: The Pleasaunce - both the regular and the
special editions. The trustees have been rather disappointed with the lack of demand for the special
editions in particular, which are more expensive to produce.

SGLH continues

The Board is pleased that membership numbers have remained steady at 90+ for two successive
years, but the membership must increase. A small increase of ten members per year would mean a
great deal.
FINANCIAL REVIEW
The charity generated a deficit for the year of f601 (2015: f5,01-l- surplus). The total income
amounted to f29,306 (2015: f60,383), of which f24,4O6 (2015: f37,74!) was related to restricted
projects and f4,900 (2015: f22,642) to unrestricted funds. At the balance sheet date the unrestricted
reserves were f 12,695 (2015: f 12,553) with f956 (2015: €1,699) in restricted funds.
PLANS FOR FUTURE PERIODS

There is much more we can and will achieve as we grow our membership and establish a sound
financial base. The members are the life-blood of SGLH, even though much of the money we have
spent this year has come from outside sponsors. The priority is to grow the membership and finances
together.
STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES' RESPONSIBILITIES
The Board of Trustees must prepare financial statements that give sufficient detail to enable an
appreciation of the transactions of the Charity during the financial year. The Board of Trustees are
responsible for keeping proper accounting records that, on request, must reflect the current financial
position of the Charity at that time. This must be done to ensure that the financial statements comply
with the Charities and Trustee lnvestment (scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland)
Regulations 2006 (as amended). They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Charity
and must take reasonable steps for the prevention and/or detection of fraud and other irregularities.
Approved by order of the Board of Trustees on 6 May 2Ot7 and signed on its behalf by:

MrRLuther-Trustee

SCOTLAND,S GARDEN AND LANDSCAPE HERITAGE
INDEPENDENT EXAMINER,S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF
SCOTLAND,S GARDEN AND LANDSCAPE HERITAGE

I report on the accounts of the charity for the period ended 31 December 2016, which are set out on
pages 7

to 10.

Respective responsibilities of the Trustees and the lndependent Examiner

The charity's Trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the
terms of the Charities and Trustee lnvestment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts
(Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended). The charity's Trustees consider that the audit requirement
of Regulation 10(L) (d)of the Accounts Regulations (as amended)does not apply. lt is my responsibility
to examine the accounts as required under section 44(1) (c) of the Act and to state whether particular
matters have come to my attention.
Basis of independent examiner's report

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts (Scotland)
Regulations 2006 (as amended). An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by
the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. lt also includes
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the
Trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence
that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view
given by the accounts.
ndependent examiner's statement
ln the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

I

1)

which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:

to keep accounting records in accordance with Section a (1Xa) of the 2005 Act and
Regulation 4 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations (as amended); and
to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with
Regulation 9 of the 2006 Accounts Regulations (as amended)
have not been met; or
2)

(o

to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached.

t*

Louise Presslie MA CA
Whitelaw Wells

Chartered Accountants
9 Ainslie Place
Edinburgh
EH3 64T

Date: 6 May 20!7

SCOTLAND's GARDEN AND LANDSCAPE IdERITAGE
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR.ENDEDSl DECEMBER 2015

Unrestricted

Restricted

Notes

2015

2016
Total

Total

f

f

RECEIPTS

Donations
Grants
Subscriptions
Gross trading receipts
Gross receipts from
other charitable activities

Total Receipts

L,L63

24406

2

3

Total Receipts

,

TotalPayments

Net receipts/(payments)
Transfers to

/

(from) funds

Surplus/(Deficit) for the year

i,ii
,:,1

,t

iil

5,163
396

:

296

29)6

24,406

29,252

60,383

54

54

4,900

24,406

29,306

60,383

4,O42

24,720

28,722

5L,332

PAYMENTS

Payments for cha ritable activities
Governance costs
lndependent Examiners fee
Legal fees
AGM costs

2,642
745

2,642
745

4,846

Receipts from asset and investments sales
Proceeds from sale of lnvestments

1,163. L7,O83
24,,406 37,74t

756

756

:
429

5,L87

24,720

(2871.

(314)

429

(42e1

L42

(743')

:

429

29,907

s40
31060

440

55,372

(601)

5,01r.

{60L)

s,011

SCOTLAND'S GARDEN AND IANDSCAPE FTEf,ITAGE

STATEMENT OF BALANCES AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2016

Unrestricted

Restricted

Notes
€ash at bank and in hand
Balance at beginning of year

Surplus/(Deficit) for the year

12,553
742

1,699
(743l'

Total cash funds at end ofyear

L2,695

956

12,553
142

L,699

L2,695

955

Fund balances
Balance at beginning of year
Surplus/(Deficit) for the year

Fund balances at end ofyear

(7431

20t6

20t5

Total

Total

f

f

L:4,252 9,247

(601)

s,011

13,651

L4,252

L4,252
(501)

9,24L

13,651

L4,252

5,011

The financial statements were approved by the Board of Trustees on 6 May 2OL7 and were signed on

MrR Luthdr - Trustee

MrsJ Riley-Trustee

SCOTLANEIS GARDEN AND IANDSCAPE HERITAGE
NOTES ON THE ACCOUNTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
1.

Accounting Policies
Basis of Preparation

The accounts have been prepared on a receipts and payments basis. They consist of a summary
of all moneys received and paid via the bank and in cash by the charity durjng the financial year
along with a gtatement of balances. No adjustment has been.made for any income due but not

received, nor for any expenses incurred but not yet paid
investments, fixed assets are not capitalised.
2.

Historic Environment Scotland
South Lanarkshire

,l;

ii:

,11:

.

Restricted

20t6

20L5

f

f

20,455
3,951

20,455
3,951

20,230
L7,sTL

24,406

24,405

37,741

Restricted

20t6

20L5

Gross trading receipts

Unrestricted
Conservation services rendered
Newsletter income

itr

:

Grants

Unrestricted

3.

at the year end.. Except for

f

€

480
265

480
265

300

745

745

396

96

SCOTLAND,S GARDEN AND LANDSCAPE HERITAGE
NOTES ON THE ACCOUNTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016
4.

Payments relating to charitable activities
Unrestricted

20ts

20t6

Restricted

f

E

Travel & subsistence
Conservation work

267
2,027

267

965

26,747

46,224

L91,

2,630

21.5

127

191
215
220
192

Website
Subscriptions
Donations and gifts
I

24,720

nsura nce

Support costs:
Printing, postage & stationery

220
192
890

1,386

28,722

5I,332

890

4,002

24,720

Donations of f100 to Save our Landscapes and f120 in the form
services rendered to SGLH by, for instance, former trustees.
5.

of gifts in recognition of

Trustees' remuneration and expenses
No trustees received any remuneration relating to

their position

as charity trustees.

Mrs J Riley was reimbursed travelling expenses totaling f53 (2015: f300), no other trustees
were reimbursed any expenses.
6.

Movement in funds
At 31

At1
Expense

Dec 2016

f

Transfers

f

12,553

4,900

(5,187)

429

12,695

L,t47

10,910

(42sl,

405

552

13,496

(LL,223)
(t3,497)

14,252

29,306

Jan 2015

f

Unrestricted Fund
Restricted Funds
Clyde and Avon Valley Project
Falkirk

lncome

(29,9O7\

f

f

551

13,651

Clyde and Avon Valley Project represents funding received to run the pilot recording project in
the Clyde and Avon Valley area.

Falkirk Project
a

- represents funding received to run the pilot recording project in the Falkirk

rea.
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