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Members at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh study day, May 2016 © Christopher Dingwall

In her Annual Report, presented at the second SGLH AGM held on 8 May 2016, our Chair Judy Riley
looked back at the achievements of our first year and forward to the challenges that lie ahead.
This AGM marks a ‘first’ for several reasons –
most importantly it is our first birthday as
Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage.
Those of you who joined in the last 12 months
are Founder Members, which will be another
first for most of us. And it is the first time we
meet in our new guise in The Glasite Meeting
House, our old stamping ground so to speak.

merge and form The Gardens Trust. So for all of
us it has been a transformative year and it may
take time for these changes to be fully
appreciate, both inside our respective
organisations and in the country at large.
We have worked hard in Scotland to get our
new identity known. Our website, with its
violet banner, will be familiar to almost all as
roughly 90% of our membership are online
members. The beautiful wood engraving which
is our logo is becoming widely known and the
new look of our newsletter, The Pleasaunce,

2015 was a year of restructuring for the Garden
History Society throughout the UK. In July, the
members of both the Garden History Society
and the Association of Gardens Trusts voted to
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has been well received. We have achieved all
this with generous help from our members and
without an expensive re-branding exercise.

Consultant (currently the Casework Manager
for The Gardens Trust), on a part time basis.
Casework this year has been uncontroversial
on the whole. We strongly opposed the
proposal for the Royal High School. We note
the application to develop Loudon Castle (E.
Ayrshire) was called in at the end of March.

Throughout the year the members of the Board
have worked hard to use our influence and
expertise to realise the two strands of our
charitable purposes: education and
conservation. Our lectures are always given by
experts in their field: Bill Brogdon spoke about
the work of Stephen Switzer, the subject of his
book which will be published shortly. As in the
past, we linked up with the AHSS for a joint
lecture, given by Professor Brian Evans who
considered the Picturesque and the Sublime
from a personal standpoint. In March, for our
joint lecture with the Friends of RBGE, Marilyn
Brown spoke about Scotland’s Water Gardens.
Our summer events included visits to
Tyninghame, with an introductory talk (and a
splendid tea); a guided walk through the
policies of Dumfries House and a special party
at John Byrom’s Garden of the Nine Muses. All
of these activities provided occasions for
socialising, discussion and making new friends,
which we know you appreciate. We would all
like to thank Vanessa Stephen for envisaging
the programme and seeing it through so
efficiently.
Actively linking education with conservation,
our Glorious Gardens project in Falkirk and the
Clyde and Avon Valley is progressing well. Sue
Hewer has been SGLH Project Supervisor and
is developing a glossary of Scottish garden
history terminology which is being trialled. Our
thanks are due to Sue and to Bob Luther for
facilitating these projects. Dealing with several
funders and their different accounts
departments has been hard work.

Lively discussions at the AGM © Vanessa Stephen

We have recently prepared a Planning Advice
leaflet for all Scottish local authorities. Our aim
is to introduce ourselves as a body within
Scotland with both expertise and experience in
the history of gardens and designed landscapes
and their conservation. The leaflet also sets out
the responsibilities of local authorities in the
planning system and indicates the role that
SGLH can play. We are grateful to Sarah
Barron, Christopher Dingwall and Alison for
their work in developing the material.

With our limited funds, we have to prioritise
our activities. The Board has decided that in
future the main emphasis on the conservation
front will be to run and develop local recording
projects, drawing volunteers from the
community and training them to become
‘Garden Detectives’. We are currently
following an invitation to direct a similar project
in Aberdeenshire and we will be applying for
funding for this later this year.

This year we have been approached by several
other voluntary groups, but our very limited
capacity means that, although we are able to
offer advice, we cannot always get involved in
separate campaigns. At the National level, I
have attended consultations organised by
Historic Environment Scotland (HES), and our
continuing membership of the Built
Environment Forum Scotland (BEFS), which I
also attend, ensures our voice is heard.

This is not to say that the other two strands of
our conservation work – casework and
influencing policy – are being neglected. Since
September 2015 we have been working with
Alison Allighan, an experienced Conservation
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As your chair, ex officio, I attended the TGT
Board meeting in London in September last
year. In October I attended the TGT’s Northern
Forum, which was held in York. And in
November, responding to an invitation from the
SMR Forum, Sue Hewer and I gave a short
presentation of our work. The SMR Forum
represents organisations that holds large data
sets of heritage information, primarily Local
Authorities Historic Environment Records
(HERs) or Sites and Monument Records (SMRs),
but also HES, the National Trust for Scotland
and the Forestry Commission. This meeting
was the catalyst for the subsequent invitation
to set up a recording project in Aberdeenshire
previously mentioned.

members of the Board and in particular,
Barbara Morris, who is standing down for
health reasons. She took the lead in setting up
the website and guided us through the pitfalls.
We would have struggled without her and will
miss her wise counsel.

In April 2016, Christopher Dingwall and I were
guests of The National Tree Collection of
Scotland to celebrate the opening of the
Dunkeld House Estate Tree Trail. It was a fine
opportunity to get outside and meet others
working in this field and to make new contacts.

Glorious Gardens: a footbridge leading to the former
castle at Stonebyres in the Clyde Valley © SGLH

But now we are on our feet there is much more
we can and will achieve as we grow our
membership and establish a sound financial
base. Our members are our life-blood even
though much of the money we have spent this
year has come from outside sponsors. We are
extremely grateful to all our sponsors for
helping us in our first year, especially to the
Binks Trust for their donation for conservation
work. Our priority now is to grow our
membership and our finances together. Will
you do what you can? Please invite friends to
our events, and persuade any former GHSS
members you know to join us, if they have not
already done so. Can you share your skills and
expertise with us? Do you know anyone who
would make a good Membership Secretary? It
is not onerous and we really need somebody
now that our numbers are increasing.

Through The Pleasaunce we are able to keep in
touch with members and you will have seen
my reports there. In order to become more
widely known, I have also contributed pieces
for the AGT yearbook, the Australian Garden
History Society Journal and the newsletter of
the Chartered Institute of Archaeologists
Scotland. Little by little our reputation is
growing.
Our association with sound research on
Scottish garden history is strengthened with
every issue of our newsletter and our special
editions. The second special edition focuses on
The Falls of Clyde. The indefatigable editor is
Mark Gibson, who has been assisted in copyediting and proof-reading by Barbara Morris
and Carol Jefferson-Davis. They deserve
special thanks.

I hope you agree we have made a promising
start. We are looking forward to our
programme for the year ahead; to visiting
special gardens with specialists; to hearing
about the results from the Glorious Gardens
detectives; to making a difference to our
wonderful garden and designed landscape
heritage here in Scotland.

These are no more than highlights of our
activities in our first year but I hope they give
you an insight into what we do. The Board
meets once every two months, with additional
extra informal sub-committee meetings to
discuss items as necessary: events and
conservation, for example. I would like to thank
Clare Sorenson for kindly hosting a
conservation meeting at John Sinclair House,
Edinburgh. I would also like to thank all the

Judy Riley
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Discovering Glorious Gardens in Falkirk and the Clyde
& Avon Valleys
________________________________________________________________________________

Snowdrops in the old family burial ground in Cleghorn's designed landscape © SGLH

A family photo album, full of faded pictures of Victorian gardens and sculptures at Cleghorn . . . a 1721
plan for an elaborate garden at Airth Castle that was never realised . . . a moated monastic garden
belonging to Newbattle Abbey, shown on an old map of Zetland Park and now buried under industrial
waste . . . a solitary pear tree and a green shadow in a ploughed field, all that remain of an orchard
and walled garden at Cambusnethan – these are just a few of the discoveries that volunteers have
been making as part of Glorious Gardens: Exploring our hidden gardens and forgotten landscapes.
The project, which SGLH initiated and
manages, was born out of an awareness that
many historic gardens and designed
landscapes that do not meet the Historic
Environment Scotland (HES) criteria for the
Inventory of Gardens & Designed Landscapes
may still have at least regional significance.
Some have been compromised by
development and others eroded through
neglect, but many contain elements that are
worth conserving. However, we have little
detailed knowledge about how they developed
and what survives on the ground – knowledge
which is needed to guide their conservation
and help planners make decisions about
development. Glorious Gardens aims to build

up such knowledge of lesser-known properties
in two areas: Falkirk region and the Clyde and
Avon Valley Landscape Partnership area.
It works by training and supporting volunteers
to research the history of properties, survey
what remains in the field and draw their
findings together in reports which will be
mounted on the national database, Canmore,
maintained by HES. Working under the
direction of Northlight Heritage, who are
delivering the project on behalf of SGLH,
volunteers learn new skills, meet like-minded
people and enjoy themselves while they are
gathering information that will help protect
these landscapes in the future. This should also
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create a legacy in the form of knowledgeable
people who care about their local historic
gardens and designed landscapes and will be
advocates for their conservation.
Of course, this was not a new idea: Garden
History Society in Scotland volunteers were
already researching and recording properties in
Angus, East Renfrewshire, Dumfries &
Galloway and East Lothian and at least one of
these groups is still active. Glorious Gardens
aims to broaden the pool of participants and to
build on what these groups accomplished, with
a formal recording methodology to ensure
consistency and the support of a dedicated
project officer, Lorna Innes. It commenced in
April 2015 with funding from HES and the
Heritage Lottery Fund (for the Clyde & Avon
Valley Landscape Partnership area) and HES
(for the Falkirk region).
Volunteers receive training in how to use the
recording system developed for the project.
They attend workshops to learn how to
examine and interpret historic maps, trawl
through online databases and navigate national
and local archives. In the field, they learn to
make sense of a designed landscape in terms of
its main components - drives, policy parkland
and woodland, pleasure gardens, services and
so on. They record each surviving component
and the key elements that make it up, including
trees and shrubs. They rely a great deal on old
maps, especially the Ordnance Survey 1st and
2nd edition six-inch maps of the mid and late
19th century, to establish how what survives on
the ground relates to the historic designed
landscape and when different parts of it were
created.

Volunteer Kimm Curran records some garden
statuary at Dalserf © SGLH

and economic history. Falkirk's is bound up in
its mineral wealth and maritime access. Its
complex industrial history is reflected in
properties like South Bantaskine House which
were established (or acquired and developed)
in the 19th century by industrialists and
merchants with wealth generated in the
foundries, canals, ports and mines of central
Scotland. Others – like Zetland Park in
Grangemouth and Westquarter – were
established as public parks or model villages,
reflecting miners' and workers' social history
and concerns for their welfare. Some have long
pedigrees with medieval origins, such as Airth
Castle, and a few (for example, Castle Cary)
also incorporate ancient features that were part
of the Roman frontier system. Kinneil House
exemplifies this complexity of historical links
with its late medieval origins under the
Hamilton family, its section of the Antonine
Wall, its association with Carron Ironworks and
the workshop where James Watt invented the
steam engine.

'I am so happy to be volunteering for Glorious
Gardens,' says one current volunteer. 'At first
there seemed to be no information about our
site. Then the maps, newspaper cuttings, and
comparison of maps, brought out so many
stories – the linked ponds in the ravine, the
sawmill on the site, the puzzle of why there’s so
much tree planting, and why the owner (an MP)
allowed the railway to run right next to his
house. So many other things to learn about –
early sawmills, Huguenots, fish ponds, and I
haven’t even started on the architectural
vocabulary!'

The Clyde and Avon Valleys were always rich
agricultural lands, with some textile mills along
the river and mines on the higher ground. Many
of the designed landscapes originated as
medieval estates and reached their apex of

Properties in the two study areas are quite
different in character, interwoven as they are
with each region's particular social, political
5

View across the Clyde Valley with the ruins of Cambusnethan Priory, built by James Gillespie Graham in 1819,
visible to the left © SGLH

development under the ownership of
aristocratic families like the Lockharts and the
Hamiltons, for example at Cambusnethan and
Baronald. The area has a long tradition of fruit
growing that started in the Middle Ages on
monastic and aristocratic holdings; historic
maps show it blossoming into the 19th and
20th centuries with the spread of orchards.
Maps made around 1750 by the military
surveyor William Roy, who grew up in the
Clyde Valley, illustrate the remodelling of some
designed landscapes that took place in the later
18th century, for example at Mauldslie. The
grand houses of these valleys often began as
tower houses in the 15th and 16th centuries and
grew into baronial piles by the 19th, but many –

such as Cleghorn, Cambusnethan and
Stonebyres – were demolished or allowed to
become ruinous in the 20th century because of
the expense of maintaining them.
Careful research and field survey by Glorious
Gardens volunteers is uncovering much more
remaining of the designed landscapes in both
areas than first impressions would suggest. The
project will run until March 2017, so we have
another nine months to dig up even more
knowledge and plant the seeds for future
conservation.
Dr Olivia Lelong, Northlight Heritage

6

Glorious Glossaries

______________________________________________________________________________________________

The current GG data collection and storage model, developed by Ingrid Shearer of Northlight Heritage

The Glorious Gardens (GG) pilot project recruits, trains and supports volunteers to research, survey,
record and report on historic gardens and landscapes in the CAVLP and Falkirk Council areas. It has
several different 'outputs', to use the jargon. HES focusses on the new skills and knowledge to be
acquired by the volunteers and on their increased understanding of the value to their local area of the
historic landscapes and gardens. HLF, through CAVLP, shares the expectations of HES but is also
interested in the data collected by the volunteers and the site reports that they produce to inform their
future landscape conservation strategy.


The SGLH/NLH team realised from the start
that the volunteers, understandably, would not
be familiar with the terminology of garden and
landscape history. This was likely to impede
their understanding of primary and secondary
sources during their research phase. In
addition, we needed a bank of terms to be used
in the data collection process and the resulting
online database to avoid different terms being
used for the same feature, a practice which
would have produced invalid search results.
Our data comprises elements which occur
within the following eleven landscape
components:










7

Archaeological features (earlier than the
designed landscape)
Industrial areas
Drives and approaches
Residential buildings (big house etc)
Services
Pleasure grounds/Gardens
Kitchens/Walled
gardens/Orchards/Bothies
Pleasure drives, Rides and Walks
Policies
Vistas and Borrowed Landscapes

Initially we considered simply using the
glossary produced by Parks & Gardens UK
(PGUK). We were also mindful of the word list
developed by RCAHMS and used in their
Scotland's Rural Past project. This also forms
the basis for the classification system used on
the HES online database, CANMORE, which is
the destination of the site reports produced by
volunteers.

model, developed by Ingrid Shearer of
Northlight Heritage. We are currently refining
and simplifying the model and the main data
collection tool in response to the comments of
the volunteers.
The glossary is a dynamic product that will
never be finalised. Anything found by the
volunteers that is not on the list is checked and
added if appropriate. An early example was a
'fog house'. Any guesses what one might look
like, what it was made of and what its purpose
was?

The PGUK list was developed to be used to
collect data for individual sections in their
online database. It became clear that the GG
database and data sets were not structured in
the same way. In addition, the list did not
include Scottish terms and was not always
consistent with the words and definitions in the
RCAHMS glossary. For its part, the RCAHMS
word list did not contain all the specialist terms
needed to record historic gardens and
landscapes.

In the future is it hoped to make the glossary
widely available online and to put in place
some mechanism whereby anyone can
propose a new entry or query the definition of
an existing entry. This will then be checked out
by the 'glossary keeper' and proceeded with
appropriately. We also aspire to include
photos, and will no doubt put out a request for
help when we embark on that phase of
development. In the meantime, if there is
anyone out there who would like to help to
'tidy up' what we have now, and to provide
advice on how to go forward with an online
version, please get in touch with me at
suehewer1@btopenworld.com.

In the event we decided to compile our own
glossary using data from the RCAHMS Word List
and definitions, the PGUK Glossary, and with
reference to the following:



Buxbaum, T. Scottish Garden Buildings
Symes, M. A Glossary of Garden History

Now that you know what it's all about - can
you match up the terms and definitions on
page 9? They are mainly Scottish. Garden
design ideas, however, came into Scotland via
Italy, France, Germany, the Netherlands and
even China and Japan. Some of the original
terms from those countries have remained with
us.

and the work of Alison Allighan, Christopher
Dingwall, Peter McGowan, Land Use
Consultants, the former GHSS Recording Groups
and the GG volunteers. Below is an entry from
the current version:
Dairy: A building or group of buildings used for
the making, processing, storing and selling of
milk and other dairy products. Sometimes an
ornate structure visited by guests when walking
round the gardens and policies of an estate.
See laiterie.

Sue Hewer
We are grateful to PGUK for allowing us to use
some of their glossary entries.

As of now, there are approximately 550 entries.
The elements most likely to be encountered in
the eleven landscape components are
highlighted in yellow and are to be used in the
data collection. Words not highlighted have
been included in the glossary because users
might encounter them during their initial
research.
For enthusiasts of data collection strategies and
online data storage and retrieval, at the top of
this article is a representation of the current GG
8

QUIZ: can you match up the terms and definitions below? They are not necessarily all mismatched.
You can find the correct answers at the bottom of this page.
1

bee bole

a

2

cunnigar(i)e

b

3

barmkin

c

4

doo’cot

d

5

clairvoie/clairvoyée

e

6

patte d'oie

f

7
8
9

fog house
bleaching green
fish stank

g
h
i

10

ell

j

11

den garden

k

A medieval defensive enclosure usually surrounding a tower
house.
A recess in a stone or brick wall, usually bounding a garden or
orchard, set two to three feet from the ground and facing south
to south-east to catch the morning sun, in which a bee skep or
beehive is placed. Often found in groupings of three to six.
Obsolete Scottish unit of length or height equal to
approximately 45 inches. Often used in the 17th and 18th
centuries to indicate the height of walls in walled gardens.
A feature where several straight allées radiate forwards from a
single point. Patte d'oie is a French term which means 'goose
foot'.
A garden planted in a narrow valley to take advantage of the
natural landforms.
An openwork gate, fence or grille which permits a view of the
scenery beyond the garden.
A summerhouse lined with moss.
A managed rabbit warren or series of warrens.
A house for doves and pigeons, usually placed at a height above
the ground. It has openings for the birds to get in and out, and
niches or compartments all around the inside to enable the birds
to nest, roost and breed. Scots.
A pond. Frequently one specially built or used for the rearing,
breeding, sorting and storing of fish and, as such, one of the
appurtenances of an estate.
An area for drying laundry.

Forthcoming Events
Walking ‘In the footsteps of John Clerk II Baron
Penicuik’

Lancelot 'Capability' Brown: His Legacy in
Scotland

Tom Addyman of Addyman Archaeology who
has been involved at Mavisbank for more than
20 years will lead a walk through the Mavisbank
policies.

Joint Autumn Lecture with Architectural Heritage
Association Scotland

Saturday 10 September 2016, 1.30pm, Mavisbank
Members and students £5.00, non-members
£8.00. Pay on the door but please register
interest by emailing info@sglh.org.

Monday 7 November 2016, 6.30pm, St Andrew’s
& St George’s West Church, 13 George Street,
Edinburgh, EH2 2PA
Pay on the door. Members £5.00, students
£2.50.

For further details of all our events please go to http://sglh.org
Answers to quiz
1
b
2
h
3
a

4
5
6

i
f
d

7
8
9

9

g
k
j

10
11

c
e

Recent Events

________________________________________________________________________________

Christopher Dingwall’s guided walk, Royal Botanic
Garden Edinburgh study day © Hilary Gunkel

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh study day © Vanessa
Stephen

At Carolside © Vanessa Stephen

At Carolside © Vanessa Stephen

At Leverdale © Vanessa Stephen

At Leverdale © Vanessa Stephen
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Book Review

________________________________________________________________________________
Mark Johnston, Trees in Towns and Cities: A
History of British Urban Arboriculture
Windgather Press £39.95
This highly readable publication by Dr Mark
Johnston provides a comprehensive treatise on
the role of trees within our urban landscapes
and the important place they play in our daily
lives. It charts the emergence of the urban
forest as we know it today and examines how
this has been shaped by cultural movements
and changes in governance over many
centuries.
However, this is not just a book about trees and
towns; it also sets this topic in the context of
cultural history, socio-economic change and
fashions in garden design and urban planning.
The role of the ordinary citizen as instigator and
ultimate beneficiary is an underlying theme.
Notably, this book does not just concern itself
with the great landed estates and palaces of the
nobility. It focuses very much on the ordinary
inhabitants of our towns and cities and the role
they have played in creating the leafy streets
and parks we all enjoy today.

1833. This was later followed by the ambitious
Derby Arboretum, created in 1839 with
involvement from the ubiquitous J C Loudon.

The first chapter sets the scene and provides a
succinct overview of the rise of professional
arboriculture. The author takes us right back to
Roman times and chronologically charts the
rise of the urban forest to the present day. The
early influence of the great writers of the time,
such as John Evelyn and J C Loudon, and the
seminal part they played in laying the
foundations of early arboricultural practice, are
duly referenced. However, the author notes
that it was not until the middle of the 20th
century that British arboriculture really came of
age.

Street tree planting is also covered in some
detail. The passing of the Roads Improvement
Act in 1925 witnessed the planned introduction
of trees into the public highway and these
quickly made an impact on the urban
treescape. However, this has not been without
subsequent problems, as the author highlights
the inevitable conflict with built development
and urban infrastructure, both above and
below ground. But lessons have been learned:
modern day street tree planting is more
enlightened and has a wider range of ‘tailormade’ tree species at its disposal.

Subsequent chapters discuss trees in private
gardens, in public parks, and on our streets and
highways. The role of cultural change and
legislation in the gradual greening of our towns
and cities is repeatedly emphasised within
these three realms. In particular, the
emergence of municipal arboriculture in the
early 19th century was to herald a growing
interest in trees in the urban environment. This
led to the creation of public parks, the first of
which was Moor Park in Preston, opened in

However, it wasn’t really until the Victoria era
that the country witnessed a sea change in
attitudes towards urban tree planting. The
accelerated creation of municipal parks for the
enjoyment and leisure of the local population,
coupled with tree planting along roads and in
cemeteries, saw a gradual greening of the
nation’s towns and cities. Trees and their
accompanying health benefits were finally
11

being enjoyed by everyone, not just the
privileged few.
A chapter specifically addresses the many
threats to the urban tree population, from those
caused by humans, such as development
pressure and vandalism, to those of the natural
world. In the case of the latter, particular
attention is paid to pests and diseases. Major
epidemics such as Dutch elm disease are
discussed, and Johnston touches on the new
raft of potentially damaging pests and diseases
which are on the horizon. Indeed, some of
these have already reached these shores, as
witnessed by the recent ash dieback (Chalara)
outbreak. Pioneering researchers, such as Alex
Shigo, whose work was to fundamentally
change our understanding of how trees react to
wounding, are also mentioned. Johnston also
makes a plea for further research.
The final chapter highlights initiatives in urban
tree planting to achieve ‘visions in urban green’.
This covers the progressive model villages of
the mid 1800s, the garden city movement of
the early 1900s and the new towns of the mid
1900s. At the heart of these projects was the
creation of a green and pleasant environment
with ample provision for trees.

William Lawson’s ideal plan for a garden from his New
Orchard and Garden, first published in 1612. The parts
where he makes specific reference to tree species
include (A) all these squares must be set with trees, (B)
trees 20 yards asunder, (C) garden knots, (H) walks set
with great wood thick, (I) walks set with great wood
round about your orchard.

The text is written with authority by Johnston, a
leading exponent of the urban forestry
movement in the UK and a practitioner and
researcher with many years of experience in
this field. In his preface he states that the
impetus for the book came from the need to
provide his students, studying arboriculture
and urban forestry at Myerscough College, with
a convenient account of the history of urban
trees in Britain. This is reflected in the prose,
which at times reads rather like a textbook.

The conclusion of the book is that arboriculture
has truly come of age in the 21st century and is
now accepted as a profession in its own right.
Our understanding of the biology, physiology
and mechanics of trees has grown
exponentially over the last 50 years, informed
by the work of renowned scientists such as
Alex Shigo and Claus Mattheck. The positive
role trees play in our towns and cities is
realised now more than ever, as is the need to
grow and manage this precious resource
sustainably. Trees in Towns and Cities provides
the essential historical and sociological context
to where the urban tree and British
arboriculture stands today. This book will
appeal to those with a general interest in trees,
landscape history and urban development. It is
an essential read for students of arboriculture.

The book is well laid out and illustrated in both
colour and black and white. Perhaps more
illustrations would be helpful to highlight
particular points and break up large blocks of
text. The text is heavily referenced throughout
with an exhaustive list at the end of each of the
eight chapters. This has the effect of breaking
the continuity of the narrative: a single list of
references at the end would have been
preferable.

Donald Rodger
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Book Review

__________________________________________________________________________________
Margaret Stewart: The Architectural, Landscape
and Constitutional Plans of the Earl of Mar,
1700−32 Four Courts Press €49.50
In this marvellously illustrated book Margaret
Stewart recounts the life and achievements of
John Erskine, 6th Earl of Mar and 11th Lord Erskine,
writing not only as a historian of gardens and the
wider designed landscape, but as a chronicler
and critic of the writing of the history of Scotland,
England, Ireland and Europe in the late 17th and
earlier 18th centuries, producing a nuanced and
original account of the period of the Union and
the earlier Jacobite risings. With a length of over
400 pages, it is not possible to consider the book
in the depth it deserves, and this review will
rather concentrate on some of the themes which
may be of particular interest to members of
SGLH.
The Preface provides a short account of Mar’s
life, detailing its salient events and providing
information about both the written and graphic
sources which provide the essence of the book,
illustrating how a comprehension of Mar’s
intellectual position may lead to a better
understanding of the subsequent history of
Scotland and Britain. The volume is divided into
four sections, Castle, Nation, City and Palace
which correspond to the different phases of
Mar’s career.

desire for improvement and economic growth
which existed alongside a strong sense of
tradition within Scotland.

Castle is concerned with the earl’s perception of
his own and his family’s position in Scotland and
the important rôle that architecture should play
in its expression. As well as the House of Alloa
and Braemar, Mar held the partly ruinous
Kildrummy Castle. When the estate there was to
be sold in 1724 in order to finance the repurchase
of Alloa from the York Buildings Company, he
asked his son to ensure that the purchaser
should be ‘obliged to leave forever the old
foundations of the castle upon account of its
antiquity’. Many of the plans produced by and
for Mar were of Alloa, the house, the garden, the
town and its industry, and these are the
examples most familiar to a Scottish audience,
particularly as a result of Margaret Stewart’s
earlier publications. She demonstrates Mar’s

Nation begins with a consideration of the close
interaction between house and landscape
evinced by Scottish Classical designers such as
Mar. Margaret Stewart continues with a
description and definition of ‘Scottish Historical
Landscapes’, their purpose and employment,
comparing landscape theory in the different
contexts of England and Scotland and
considering the wider European setting,
particularly in France and Italy. The application of
landscape design at Invercauld, Hopetoun,
Dupplin, House of Nairne, Loudon, Newliston
and, the most complex example of all, Alloa, is
considered in relation to developments in
landscape design of around 1700. The economic
development of Alloa is seen in relation to Mar’s
perception of the declining economic state of
13

Scotland following the failure of the Darien
Company and of the need for major investment
to remedy the situation. Before 1707 he saw the
Union of England and Scotland as essential for
improving the prosperity of the nation and
preventing further decline. His major efforts in
encouraging the Union − trying to ensure the
preservation of Scottish rights in the context of
parity between England and Scotland,
appropriate tax levels on goods essential for
Scottish manufactures and a fund for the
encouragement of the woollen industry − were
dedicated to this end.
City begins with Mar’s move to London in 1707,
following the Union, where he was one of the 16
Scottish representative peers. Margaret Stewart
believes that it was at this time that Mar began to
explore the planning of cities, a preoccupation
which she attributes to living in an expanding
and complex metropolis, although his ideas were
not committed to writing until the 1720s. He had
drawn up plans for the ‘New Town’ of Alloa in
1709−10. His increasing disillusion with the
effects of the Union on Scotland led him to
advocate its abolition and this was an important
element leading to his leadership of the 1715
rebellion. He prepared plans for improvements
to London, Paris and Edinburgh. The Edinburgh
proposals date from about 1722−3 and 1726,
around the same time as ideas for alterations to
the city were being considered by Sir George
Drummond, the lord provost. These manuscript
descriptions are illustrated in the book by digital
reconstructions (the original plans for Edinburgh
are now lost), using graphics, colour values and
some of the garden layouts from a survey plan of
Alloa. Mar’s plan had a considerable impact on
the specifications for the later competition design
for the new town in 1767. He saw the building of
a bridge leading north of the Old Town across to
the level ground of Bearfoot’s Park where the
New Town now stands, with the banks of the
Nor’ Loch planted with gardens, as well as a
bridge to the south, and the creation of
residential quarters on each side of the Old
Town. The satirical writings of Mar’s friend,
Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels in particular,
provide a counterpoint to Mar’s visions for the
political future of Scotland and Europe and his
designs for improvements to cities, industries
and constitutions.

RHP13258/1 Plan of Alloa the seat of Lord Mar in the
Shire of Clackmannan. c 1710. 'Plan of Alloa The Seat
of The Lord Mar &c, In The Shire of Clackmannan In
Scotland, 20 milles From Edinburgh & 4 From Stirling.
Done from The Originall Survied on The Place.' By
John Erskine (d 1732), Earl of Mar, and Bernard Lens.
[L Sturt], engraver.

Palace concentrates on the Earl of Mar’s
activities following the failure of the 1715 rising
which sought to replace George I with the Stuart
pretender, James, son of James VII and II, and his
subsequent flight from Scotland. Despite many
efforts Mar was unable to obtain a pardon and
was unable to return to his homeland. Margaret
Stewart details the unhappy intrigues of the
Stuart court in exile, based in France and Italy,
which, however, provided the opportunities of
which Mar availed himself to visit various palaces
there. His proposals for a new constitution in
which England, Scotland and Ireland would be
on an equal footing in a federation with France
may have encouraged his plans for palaces in
anticipation of James’ restoration as James VII,
with the palace of Marly and its gardens
providing the principal model.
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RHP13256/78 Garden elevation of house marked C. Jun 1727. 'The House C wt some alterations & wings added. 2
June 1727. The Garden front.' No '79'. By John Erskine (d 1732), Earl of Mar.

Residence on the Continent did not prevent Mar
from engaging in an extensive correspondence
concerning his forfeited estates and planning,
with his brother, Lord Grange, how they might be
regained for his family, and how Alloa, house,
garden and town, might be improved. In his final
years Mar continued to produce various plans for
his home, and what may be the last designs he
worked on before his death in 1732 illustrate a
more inward-looking garden tinged with
melancholy, with the avenues no longer
focussed on distant landscape views, while an
elevation drawing for the remodelling of the
palace at Stirling Castle bears the inscription
Justitia et Patria Restituta, an appropriate
building, design and motto to encapsulate his
aims throughout his career. This wealth of
drawings and the reproduction in colour of so
many of Mar’s designs from the collections of the
National Records of Scotland makes the book a
visual feast.

RHP13257/68 Plan, elevation and section of icehouse, Alloa. Sep 1727. 'Designe of an Ice-house wt a
Belcony & turning seat on the top. Sept: 1727.' No '70'.
By John Erskine (d 1732), Earl of Mar.

Marilyn Brown
Images Crown Copyright, National Records of
Scotland, RHP13257/68.
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Books

____________________________________________________________________________________________
The English Landscape Garden in Europe
Michael Symes
Historic England, paperback £22.50
This book provides an overview of the extent to which
the 18th century English Landscape Garden spread
through Europe and Russia. While this type of garden
acted widely as an inspiration, it was not slavishly copied
but adapted to local conditions, circumstances and
agendas. A garden 'in the English style' is commonly
used to denote a landscape garden in Europe, while the
term 'landscape garden' is used for layouts that are
naturalistic in plan and resemble natural scenery, though
they might be highly contrived and usually large in scale.
The landscape garden took hold in mainland Europe
from about 1760. Due to the differing geopolitical
character of several of the countries, and a distinct
division between Catholic and Protestant, the notion of
the landscape garden held different significance and was
interpreted and applied variously in those countries.
Each country is considered individually, with a special
chapter devoted to 'Le Jardin Anglo-Chinois'.

Lancelot Brown and the Capability Men: Landscape Revolution in Eighteenth-Century England
David Brown & Tom Williamson
Reaktion Books, hardcover £20.40
Lancelot 'Capability' Brown is often thought of as an
innovative genius who single-handedly pioneered a new,
'naturalistic' style of landscape design. But he was only
one of many landscape designers in Georgian England,
albeit the most commercially successful. Published to tie
in with the tercentenary of Brown's birth, Lancelot Brown
and the Capability Men casts important new light on his
world-renowned work, his eventful life and the business
of landscape design in Georgian England. There is no
evidence that Brown actually invented the style with
which his name is now so closely associated - it was
simply the style of the times. He was the head of a
complex business that could supply clients with a whole
design 'package', which included new greenhouses,
kitchen gardens and land drainage schemes. This
innovative book investigates the nature and organization
of Brown's business, and draws insightful comparisons
with similar providers of 'taste' such as the Adam
brothers, Thomas Chippendale and Josiah Wedgwood.
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‘Falls of Clyde’ special issue of The Pleasaunce

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Bonnington Linn, Corehouse. © Peter McGowan

The latest special issue of The Pleasaunce is
now available at the modest price of £10.00
(including p+p).

other sites and other devices at Dunkeld and
Acharn.
Sophie Dietrich gives an account of the curious
fashion for painting landscapes using mirrors
and Claude glasses and the changes in the way
painters looked at landscapes after such
devices went out of fashion.

The 40-page issue focuses on one of the most
important examples of the picturesque
movement of the late 18th century in Scotland:
the Falls of Clyde.
In this issue, Peter McGowan sets the scene,
describing the underlying geology and
topography of the outstanding natural
landscape and the ways in which New Lanark
and the four estate landscapes were laid out to
exploit it. He goes on to explore the notions of
the Picturesque and the Sublime, the growth of
‘romantic tourism’, and the cultural significance
of the Falls of Clyde.

Prof. Graham Parry describes the different
reactions to the Falls of Clyde of the poet
William Wordsworth and his sister Dorothy.
This is followed by the poem William
composed at the falls of Corra Linn in 1814 and
an extract from Dorothy Wordsworth’s journal
written at the Falls of Clyde in 1803.
Finally, Prof. Mark Stephens, examines the case
of the Falls of Clyde and its relationship with
the New Lanark World Heritage Site and, in the
context of the threat recently posed to the
integrity of the site, ponders the use and abuse
of heritage destinations.

Prof. Ian Donnachie then expounds the
relationship between landscape and industry
and the reforming vision of David Dale and
Robert Owen. He investigates New Lanark as
an icon of reform and further develops the
theme of the Falls of Clyde as an early tourist
destination.

To purchase a copy, please make a BACS
payment to the SGLH bank account sort code
30-25-81; a/c 00939709, giving the reference
as ‘Special Issue’. Alternatively, please send a
cheque payable to: Scotland’s Garden and
Landscape Heritage to SGLH, c/o 34/2 Moray
Place, Edinburgh EH3 6BX. Please write your
name and address on the back of the cheque.

Christopher Dingwall considers Corra Linn and
the Bonnington view-house. He looks at the
way the view-house was designed to
manipulate visitors’ experience of rivers and
waterfalls and provides a comparison with
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