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FAO: Tom Gosling, Woodland Officer 

         

Dear Mr Gosling,  

 

Case Ref: 23FGS76137: Murdostoun Estate   

 
Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage is grateful to be included in the above Forestry 

Grant Scheme consultation.  

 

We have reviewed the Woodland Creation Operational Plan and accompanying figures. 

 

The proposed site is located within the Murdostoun Estate designed landscape, although not 

included in Historic Environment Scotland’s Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes in 

Scotland, the site is included on SGLH’s interim list of Non-Inventory Designed Landscapes. It 

is therefore considered to potentially be of regional significance. 

 

Analysis of Roy’s Military Lowlands Map dated 1752-55 confirms an established designed 

landscape.  Unfortunately, the binding of the map has obscured much of the designed 

landscape.  However, a tree lined vista is evident to the north of the property, radiating 

woodland compartments to the south, and woodland planting to the South Calder watercourse.    

 

The OS Six Inch Map series 1859-64 Lanarkshire Sheet XII records the western extent of the 

estate where the woodland creation is proposed.  As does the OS Second Edition map series.   
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The Murdostoun estate policies are recorded as being either side of Glenhead Wood, with the 

policies extending as far as Hill Bank Wood to the north, the South Calder watercourse to the 

south and Battler Strip to the west. 

 

In respect to Compartment 1 located to the north and west, we do not consider planting the 

open spaces defined by woodland within the wider policies to be of importance, albeit if they 

were to be planted, they would compromise the legibility of the designed landscape.  Here we 

suggest that any planting is offset by a 10-15m wide margin from the existing 

policy woodland.  The Woodland Creation Operational Plan under Management Operations, 

Protection, the proposals state ‘set back at least 5m from existing trees’ which we feel is 

inadequate to differentiate between the original and proposed tree planting. 

  

In respect to Compartment 2 to the southeast which represents the core of the designed 

landscape, as identified by the grey stipple on the Second Edition Map Series.  Here our concern 

is the proposal to plant the field enclosure which is contained by policy woodland on all sides.  

The planting of this open field with a central roundel feature will compromise the core of the 

designed landscape by compromising the legibility of the policy woodlands.  Therefore, we 

are of the opinion that this area should not be planted and that it should be retained as an 

'open' space with the central tree roundel. 

 

SGLH were consulted by Scottish Woodlands in July ’23 on the proposals and made the above 

observations and recommendations. 

 

In summary, whilst we do not object to the planting of Compartment 2, we would ask that the 

margin between the original and proposed tree planting is increased to a minimum of 10 

metres.  We do not support the proposal to plant Compartment 1.  

 

Thank you for consulting SGLH about the above proposal. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Matthew Benians MA (Hons), CMLI 

Acting Vice-Chair  
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