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Dear Robert,  

 

Case Ref: 22FGS69427: Dawyck Long Term Forest Plan 

 
Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage is grateful to be included in the consultation for 

the Dawyck Long Term Forest Plan. The proposed development will have an impact on the 

Dawyck designed landscape, which is included in the Inventory of Gardens and Designed 

Landscapes in Scotland Ref. GDL00134 and therefore assessed by Historic Environment 

Scotland (HES) to be of National significance. 

 

We have studied the documentation for the plan, including the Long-Term Forest form, 

drawings and restructuring proposals. The forest areas affected occur across the upper slopes 

around the designed landscape; lower areas are mixed policy woodland around Dawyck House 

and Dawyck Botanic Garden.  

 

The listing for the Garden and Designed Landscape notes the commercial forest areas as part 

of the setting to the designed landscape, on the upper slopes of the site on the southern side 

of the River Tweed valley, stating: “Long established forestry plantations extend around the 

margins of the designed landscape and along the upper hillsides above the arboretum and 

Dawyck House. Although managed on a commercial basis, they are also critical in providing 
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shelter for the gardens”1. It notes that forest areas providing “vital protection” are those to the 

south-east, south and west. The Long-Term Forest Plan proposes to fell Coupe 10 (a large 

coupe below Vane Law and Faulds Craigs) which lies to the south-west of the designed 

landscape.  

 

It is unclear from the Long-Term Forest Plan as to whether the felling of Coupe 10 as a whole 

will affect the sheltering role of forests on the south-western hill slopes to the point where 

trees within the arboretum and policy woodlands are at risk. It is noted that felled areas will 

be replanted within 3 years, so that the more exposed period should be relatively short.  

 

There is a clear (unplanted) vista from Dawyck House south-eastwards up German Hill towards 

Hunt Law. This is flanked by commercial plantations either side further up.  The drawings 

indicate that the areas of Sitka spruce either side of the main southern vista (10a, SS, 1995 on 

Map 3: Species Map 2/2) will be felled in Period 4 (Map 4: Felling Map). Map 5: Restructuring 

Map indicates that these areas either side of the vista will be replanted with Sitka spruce.  

 

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage advise that this vista corridor should be maintained 

through felling and replanting as an undisturbed and unplanted ground.  

 

Timber extraction routes are proposed on Map 4: Timber Haulage Extraction Map. It is noted 

that all routes follow existing tracks, including a forwarder track that will cross the vista 

corridor discussed above. 

 

We confirm we have no further comments to add. 

 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Beatrice Dower, BSc (Hons), MSc, MLA, CMLI 

Conservation Consultant  

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage conservation@sglh.org 

 
SGLH Conservation Committee 

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage info@sglh.org 

 
1 Inventory listing for Dawyck GDL GDL00134. 

(https://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/GDL00134, accessed December 2023) 
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