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Scotland's Garden & Landscape Heritage

West Lothian Council

West Lothian Civic Centre

Howden South Road

Howden

Livingston

EH54 6FF 4 September 2023

by email only FAO: Gillian Cyphus, Development Manager
Dear Sir/Madam,

EIA Scoping Option for 3.4Ha Business and Commaercial Development (Phase 1) Peniel Place,
Broxburn, West Lothian, EH52 5PZ

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage (SGLH) is grateful to be consulted on the above EIA
Scoping option which affects Newliston, a designed landscape Ref. GD00298 included in the
Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes in Scotland and therefore assessed by Historic
Environment Scotland to be of National Significance.

Planning permission is being sought for Phase 1 of an overall Master Plan for a 15.6Ha
Industrial Development Planning Application Ref. 0679/EIA/23 (Phase 2).

Both Phase 1 and Phase 2 are located within the Newliston estate policies as defined by the
Inventory. The Assessment of Significance attributes components of the designed landscape
at Newliston as follows.

Artistic Interest: Outstanding
Historic Interest: Outstanding
Horticultural: Some
Architectural: Outstanding
Scenic: Some

Archaeological; Not assessed
Nature Conservation: Some
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The layout of the grounds at Newliston, the estate polices, predate the building of the ‘new
house’ the Category A-listed classical villa by Robert Adam in 1759 by some forty years. The
basic structure of the polices today corresponds with that laid out in the 1720’s by the 2nd
Lord Stair. Therefore, the estate policies have existed for over 300 years.

The Inventory entry states ‘/t /s unusual to find a designed landscape dating from the early
18 century surviving today with its formal pattern of woodland blocks, avenues and diagonals
and water features’.

(An Inventory of GARDENS and DESIGNED LANDSCAPES in Scotland, Volume 5: LOTHIAN AND
BORDERS)

The Phase 1 and notably Phase 2 Masterplan proposals indicate large industrial units and
associated infrastructure which decimates the natural heritage features of the estate policies.
The proposals reflect no consideration for the woodland policies as they erase and erode tree
shelterbelts and planted features notably West Wood and Belvedere Plantation which have been
maintained and cared over two and a half centuries.

NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY AND GUIDANCE

Having in mind Historic Environment Scotland’s policies for the protection of heritage assets,
set out in the Historic Environment Policy for Scotland (2019), and in planning advice contained
in the guidance notes on Managing Change in the Historic Environment on Gardens and
Designed Landscapes (2016) and on Setting (2016), SGLH believes that any development will
intrinsically damage the integrity of the Newliston designed landscape.

It is SGLH’s contention that the proposed development will compromise the integrity of and
detract from the character of the nationally significant Newliston designed landscape, as well
as having a negative impact on the wider landscape setting and views. It is also at odds with
national planning policies and Historic Environment Scotland’s planning guidance to do with
the protection of the setting of listed buildings and historic gardens and designed
landscapes, and with West Lothian Council’s local plan policies concerned with development
in the countryside and the protection of the historic and built environment.

Accordingly, SGLH urges the Council to include the Newliston designed landscape within the
EIA scoping option to give consideration of the impacts to the Landscape Character and
Cultural Heritage.

Yours sincerely,

Matthew Benians MA (Hons), CMLI

Chair, Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage
conservation@sglh.org
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