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FAO: David Mitchel, Chief Governance Officer           

 

Dear Sir,  

 

23/0218/PP Erection of a new visitor Toilet Block, Dumfries House 

 
Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage (SGLH) is grateful to be consulted on the above 

application within the Dumfries House designed landscape (GDL00149), included in the 

Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes in Scotland and therefore assessed by 

Historic Environment Scotland to be of National Significance.  

 

We are familiar with most of the Dumfries House designed landscape and have studied the 

documents submitted in support of the application.   

 

The proposals are for a new Toilet Block which is respectfully designed to match the 

vernacular of existing buildings within the estate.  

 

The Site Plan As Proposed locates an existing tree adjacent to the proposed Toilet Block.  

However, no information is provided regarding the Root Protection Area of the tree, or the 

trees condition.  Further no information is provided on the routing of services to the Toilet 

Block. 
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Specifically, in regard to the retention of existing trees we would recommend that a tree 

survey is undertaken to BS5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and 

construction which records the physical condition and importantly plots the Root Protection 

Areas (RPA) of individual trees based upon an accurate site survey.    

 

We would also seek confirmation that an adequate working zone is allowed, and that Tree 

Protection Fencing in accordance with BS5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition 

and construction is erected during the works to protect adjacent trees.  

 

Without further information it is not possible to assess the potential effects on the existing 

tree, and whether the health of the tree would be affected in the long term. Therefore, at the 

current time, SGLH object to the proposed development on the basis of lack of information 

with respect to potential effects on the adjacent tree. 

 

If you have any further queries, please contact us at this email address and we look forward 

to reviewing further information as provided and will be grateful to be advised of the outcome 

of the application in due course. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Matthew Benians MA (Hons), CMLI 

Acting Vice Chair  

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage  

conservation@sglh.org 
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