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Introduction 
Since 2008, Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage (SGLH1) and its predecessor the Garden History 
Society in Scotland (GHSS) have initiated and supervised projects involving volunteers in the research, survey 
and recording of historic gardens and landscapes in various areas of Scotland. The informal GHSS recording 
groups completed a significant number of projects, the reports of which are available by their site name on 
the CANMORE website2. Building upon these, SGLH set up a pilot project called Glorious Gardens which ran 
from 2015 to 2017 (known as GG1) with the intention to provide a template for research, survey and recording 
projects involving volunteer groups across Scotland, starting with the Falkirk Council area and the Clyde and 
Avon Valley area3. The Falkirk stage of the project was funded by Historic Environment Scotland (HES) with 
support from Falkirk Council. The recording group in the Falkirk Council area surveyed several sites and 
produced a series of reports that form a valuable resource that can be found on the HES Canmore website4. 

The purpose of the current study, the second phase of the Glorious Gardens project (referred to as GG2), is to 
build on the work of GG1 to develop a conservation strategy for the Falkirk Council area (Figure 1), and also to 
develop conservation guidance notes for landowners. Volunteer involvement comes in the form of 
attendance at, and participation in, a series of workshops designed to allow stakeholders to contribute to the 
content of the strategy by identifying priorities and issues relating to the conservation of designed 
landscapes. This strategy is therefore a result of workshop discussions with the stakeholders, who included 
landowners, land managers, relevant officers of statutory bodies such as Falkirk Council, HES, Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH), local interest groups and volunteers who were involved in the GG1 research and 
recording.  

The strategy is designed to be applicable not only to the sites researched during the GG1 phase, but also to 
other designed landscapes across the area. It is not a detailed management plan with specific actions 
identified for individual features within an estate, but is intended to provide a framework for a strategic 
approach to conserving the valued designed landscapes of the whole of the Falkirk Council area. It therefore 
considers high-level issues, yet may pick out detail-level features that are of significance to the experience of 
the area as a whole. It is written for landowners, planners, stakeholders and local interest groups, to guide the 
approach to selecting conservation priorities. 

The structure of this report includes the following sections: 

x The existing resource – its history and what remains 
x The role of the designed landscapes in the character of the area 
x Conservation and Management Issues 
x Priorities for conservation 
x Conservation for Designed Landscapes  
x Implementing the strategy 

The methodology for the project is set out in Appendix 1. 

Sources of Information 

The key sources of information about the designed landscapes of the Falkirk Area Council are the reports 
produced during the first stage of the Glorious Gardens project (the GG1 reports), the citations for the Historic 
Environment Scotland Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes, existing conservation management 
plans, and historic maps. 

The Strategy builds upon the work undertaken during the GG1 phase of the Glorious Gardens project which 
recorded a sample of non-inventory designed landscapes (see Figure 1).  The first stage (GG1) was an 
information gathering exercise in which volunteers researched designed landscapes using historic maps, 
archives, and field visits, presenting their findings in a series of reports. The reports were set out with a brief 

                                                 
1 www.sglh.org 
2 https://canmore.org.uk 
3 The Clyde and Avon Valley Landscape Partnership area conservation strategy work was carried out in 2017-2018 and is available on the Clyde and 
Avon Valley Landscape Partnership website www.communityactionlan.org/museum. 
4 the web address of the SGLH Collection on CANMORE is: https://canmore.org.uk/collection/result?COLLECTION=1559026 



Page 4 of 30 

history of each estate including a historical map review, a timeline of key events, a description and 
photographs of surviving elements, and a summary of significance of the site in a local, regional or national 
context. Reports have been prepared for5: 

x Airth Castle x Larbert House 

x Carriden House  x Muiravonside 

x Carron House x Parkhill House and Millfield  Policies 
(Gray Buchanan Park 

x Carronvale House x Powfoulis 

x Dollar Park, Arnotdale House x South Bantaskine 

x Glenbervie x Westquarter 

x Falkirk (Camelon) Cemetery x Zetland Park 

The Historic Environment Scotland Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes 6 provides citations for 
gardens and designed landscapes that achieve outstanding significance for aspects of the landscape7. There 
are two landscapes included in the inventory within the Falkirk Council area which demonstrate the required 
integrity and condition as well as fulfilling the assessment criteria: 

x Dunmore Park and The Pineapple8 
x Callendar Park9  

Another very significant historic landscape substantially fulfilled the assessment criteria but was not 
considered by Historic Environment Scotland at the time of assessment in 2015-16 to demonstrate the 
required integrity and condition to be designated on the Inventory: 

Kinneil Estate10 
Observations relating to former designed features are largely based on historic maps, although other sources 
exist for some estates. Key maps consulted include Roy’s Military Survey of Scotland, 1747-1755, Forest’s 
maps of 1816, and early Ordnance Survey maps. Map sources are listed in Appendix 2 11. 

There have been conservation management plans prepared for Kinneil and Callendar Park. 

One of the key sources of information, however, is the people who have taken part in workshops as part of the 
development of this strategy. Each person brought to the workshops not only the skills and knowledge as 
befitted their stakeholder position, but also other expertise (e.g. some with a planning, forestry or research 
background) and local knowledge of the area. In particular, Kinneil House and Dunmore were well 
represented, these volunteers were key sources of information.  

Other Sources of Guidance 

The Conservation Strategy has not been prepared in a vacuum as there are other sources of guidance to 
conservation approaches available.  It is designed to complement these, whilst being an area-specific 
strategy to guide conservation efforts towards the aspects of the historic designed landscapes that are of 
most value in terms of their local character and significance.  

There are many sources of conservation guidance that deal with conservation of specific elements such as 
graveyards and stone work through to broad management principles. An exhaustive list of references is not 

                                                 
5 A further two reports, for Manuel and Balquatshone, were in preparation at the time of writing. 
6 Historic Environment Scotland Inventory of Designed Landscapes. Online at https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/listing-
scheduling-and-designations/gardens-and-designed-landscapes/  
7 Aspects considered in the listing of designed landscapes include: work of art; historical; horticultural, arboricultural and silvicultural; architectural, 
scenic; nature conservation; and archaeological merit. Integrity and condition of the designed landscapes are also considered as important factors. 
8 http://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/GDL00158 
9 http://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/GDL00078 
10 http://portal.historicenvironment.scot/decision/500000551; see also Kinneil Park (n.d.), Geoff B. Bailey, Falkirk Local History Society 
11 All historic map resources courtesy of the National Map Library of Scotland, online at maps.nls.uk. 
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provided here, as most sources of guidance can be found on the internet. However, useful websites to start 
with may include the following.  

x Historic Environment Scotland:  
x https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/planning-and-guidance/legislation-and-

guidance. 
x https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-research/publications/?publication_type=5   This 

includes the list of 245 technical, advice and guidance publications 
x Historic England: https://historicengland.org.uk/advice. 
x Scottish Natural Heritage: https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice. 
x SRUC and National Farmers Union websites. 
x Scotland’s Gardens and Landscape Heritage: www.sglh.org. 

 

 

The Existing Resource 
A Brief History of the Falkirk Council Area 
The Falkirk Area is part of the Midland Rift Valley formed during the Devonian period (416-370 million years 
ago). The Midland Rift Valley lies between the Ochils and the uplands of the Slamannan Plateau and drains 
into the Forth Estuary. The rocks of the Falkirk area are made up of sedimentary material laid down in the 
coal swamps and lakes in the Carboniferous period (370-300 million years ago) (Figure 2). These rocks form 
the characteristic stones that are used in many local buildings and walls and the local geology has 
contributed significantly to the mining history of the area due to rich coal seams.  

During the last Ice Age, the Midland Rift valley was further scoured by thick ice sheets. The topography of the 
Firth of Forth area was extensively modified by the advance and retreat of these ice sheets, and the Falkirk 
area was part of this. The Falkirk Council area includes a part of the Slamannan plateau, an edge along which 
the Antonine Wall runs, and the coastal lowlands and flats around Falkirk and Grangemouth. After the ice age 
– between 10,000 and 6,000 years ago – a period of warmer climate meant that sea levels were considerably 
higher than today, at +12 to +14m. The Forth Valley at that time was inundated as far inland as Aberfoyle and 
much of the Falkirk area was covered in water. The marine deposits from this era extend over much of the 
study area, and these silt-rich carse clays formed the basis of soils and mudflats of today. 

When sea levels dropped, the Forth was reduced to a broad estuarine river flowing in sweeping meanders 
across a broad floodplain, but there is evidence of the sea level receding further within settled history.  The 
royal dockyard of the Stewart Kings was at Airth, the site of which is now set back from the water’s edge by 
several hundred metres. There has also been considerable reclamation of land along the fringes of the 
estuary for agriculture and industry. 

The Forth-Clyde isthmus, as the Midland Rift Valley is also known, has traditionally been one of the major 
geographical divides in Scotland, as it separates both east from west, and north from south.  The physical 
and cultural importance of this line has been recognised since the 2nd century AD by the Roman Empire, when 
establishing their northernmost fortified boundary, the Antonine Wall.    

Constructed around 142 AD, the Antonine Wall was a turf structure that survives today as a linear 
topographic feature that crosses the Falkirk area (Figure 3). It is an important part of the history, setting and 
structure of the landscapes at Kinneil House and Callendar House, and to a lesser extent at South Bantaskine 
and Carriden House. The Antonine Wall is a World Heritage Site linked with Hadrian’s Wall and other Roman 
frontiers across Germany.  The frontier across the Forth Clyde isthmus comprises of a line of forts and 
smaller fortlets linked by a military road and a physical barrier, the Wall itself.  There are seventeen known 
forts along the length of the Wall.  Within the gaps between the forts are located a number of smaller fortlets, 
including one at Kinneil.  Here a fortlet and a short stretch of the Antonine rampart have been partially 
reconstructed.  At Callendar House a 400 m length of the Wall was preserved within the policies.        

The low-lying valley of the River Forth was blanketed by extensive peat-mosses, which acted as an effective 
physical barrier to transport until the early 18th century. After this time, extensive land reclamation and 
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drainage improved the potential for transport and agriculture, and roads, canals and railways were 
constructed.  

The River Forth was also a barrier, and ferries had to be used downstream of Stirling Bridge.  Ferry crossings 
within the study area on the Forth included Kincardine, replaced by the 1930’s bridge crossing, and at Alloa. A 
rail crossing over the Forth upstream of Alloa was dismantled in 1971. Downstream of the study area, the 
Queen’s Ferry connected Edinburgh with the Kingdom of Fife before the bridges were built.   

The Port of Grangemouth is a major UK import location for timber and other goods, but other ports were more 
important historically, for example the Royal dockyard at Airth in the 16th century, and Elphinstone Pans 
harbour at Dunmore. Bo’ness was a substantial port dating from the 16th century, with a harbour constructed 
during the 18th century. In its time it became the third largest in Scotland after Aberdeen and Leith. The port 
closed down in 1959, having been affected by silting up and the downturn of coal mining, although 
shipbreaking continued till about 1970.  

Records of the historical development of the Falkirk area are wide ranging, and several of the designed 
landscapes have medieval origins, with later development forming layers in the history of the landscape. For 
example, Kinneil Estate includes the site of a mediaeval parish village, centered around what may have been a 
Celtic monastic site, later the location of the 12th- Century Kinneil Kirk, one gable of which remains today.  In 
1553 the Earl of Arran added the present north range to the house, known as the Palace.  The Earl 
subsequently spent a period in exile between 1564-9.  During this period, it appears that the tower-house was 
partially destroyed by order of the Earl of Morton.  The house assumed its present form in 1670 when Anne, 
Duchess of Hamilton, began the reconstruction of what was at that time, a group of derelict buildings.  During 
the course of demolition works in 1941, an important series of mural and ceiling paintings were uncovered in 
the Palace.  Their discovery is understood to have spared the house from demolition.   

Canals 

The Forth and Clyde and Union Canals are two of Scotland’s three ship canals (Figure 3).  The construction of 
the Forth and Clyde Canal was a privately funded initiative and approved by an Act of Parliament in 1768.  
According to the preamble to its Parliamentary Act, it was designed to ‘open an easy communication between 
the Firths of Forth and Clyde, and also between the interior parts of the country, which will not only be a great 
advantage to the trade carried between the said two Firths, but also to the improvements of the adjacent lands, the 
relief of the poor, and the preservation of the public roads, and moreover be of general utility.’   The route of the 
Union Canal was diverted from its original proposed alignment to a new route to avoid the south woodland 
policy at Callendar House. Construction commenced in 1768 at the east end of the canal at Grangemouth.  
Works began when the Governor of the Canal Company dug the first spade-full at the Eastern Canal in 
Grangemouth. The first section of the canal opened between Grangemouth and Falkirk.  In 1775 works were 
temporarily interrupted due to financial difficulties.  Shortly afterwards Robert Whitworth replaced John 
Smeaton as engineer for the construction of the western section.  The Forth and Clyde Canal was opened in 
1790.   In 1860 the canal was bought by the Caledonian Railway Company and in 1948 it was nationalised.  
By 1963 the canal closed.  In the late 1990’s the canal infrastructure received significant investment.  This 
included the construction of the Falkirk Wheel to reconnect the Forth and Clyde and Union Canals.  The Forth 
and Clyde Canal is now navigable and has become a popular focus for recreation, catering for kayakers, 
commuting cyclists and dog walkers alike.   

The Union Canal opened in 1822 and ran from Falkirk to Edinburgh taking minerals to the capital. It too was 
constructed following Parliamentary Act, and it was designed by Thomas Telford and Mr. Baird. It closed to 
commercial traffic in 1933, reopening in 2001 with the Millennium Link, connecting to the Forth and Clyde 
Canal at the Falkirk Wheel.  

Industry 

Supporting infrastructure to facilitate the transportation of manufactured goods by canal, and latterly rail, 
together with raw materials, was central to the profusion of industries within the Falkirk area, an area which 
became known as the industrial heartland of Scotland.  Industries which flourished from the 18th century 
included potteries, fire clay works, brewing, distilling, alum works, tile works, bleaching, dying, printing and 
mining.  
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In 1837 a tile works was established by Mr. Stirling of Glenbervie on the beds of clay near the River Poo.  

The founding of The Carron Co. foundry on the north bank of the river Carron in 1759, is generally recognised 
as the first of the large-scale commercial ironworks in Scotland.  The growth of the foundry can be seen by 
comparing subsequent editions of the OS Map series. There was a profusion of architectural iron founders 
across Scotland’s Central belt from the mid-18th century, with many concentrated around the Falkirk area.  
Locations included Grahamston and Callendar in Falkirk, Bonnybridge, Bo’ness, Camelon, Carron, Denny, and 
Larbert.  In total there were over 150 companies established in the Falkirk area. 

There are seventeen foundries established between the mid-18th to late 19th centuries listed in Records of 
Businesses, Falkirk Archives.  A review of the Second Edition OS Map series reveals numerous iron works and 
foundries within the Falkirk and Camelon area alone; Abbots Iron Works, Burnbank, Callendar Iron Works, 
Camelon Iron Works, Castlelaurie Iron Works, Falkirk Iron Works, Grahamston Iron Works, Springfield Iron 
Foundry and Sunnyside Iron Works.  Of these the Camelon Iron Works est. 1845 was originally located on the 
Forth and Clyde Canal at lock no.16, before being renamed as the New Foundry Iron Kiln Works and moving to 
premises on the south side of the canal at lock no.9. The Kinneil Ironworks were close to the Kinneil estate, 
and the late 19th century owners of the ironworks, the Wilson family, were tenants at Kinneil House.  

Wealth, prosperity and leisure 

As elsewhere within lowland Scotland, lucrative coal seams were located within the Falkirk area.  There are 
17th century records of coal being shipped to Holland from Dunmore.  Wealthy landowners would acquire land 
and establish mines to harvest the ‘black gold’.  According to the Coal Authority Maps, in the 18th century 
there were thirty-six pits located around Dunmore.  Of these 25 were located on the Dunmore estate12. Kinneil 
Estate likewise contained a number of mines, and several collapsed bell pits can still be seen there.  

In the 17th century stone replaced timber as the main building material.  Newly constructed buildings and 
structures including bridges, aqueducts and harbours were built using locally quarried freestone.  Ironstone 
quarries are indicated within the estates of South Bantaskine and Muiravonside.   

The wealth and prosperity which came from being an industrialist, merchant, coal owner, distiller or lawyer, 
enabled individuals to purchase mansion houses and part or all of their surrounding estates.     

There are numerous examples of such instances within the Falkirk study area.  Carron House was built 
between 1759 and 1773 for Charles Gascoigne, manager of the Carron Iron Works Company from 1769 until 
1786.  The Carron Company had been founded by Dr. John Roebuck, Samuel Garbett, and William Cadell in 
1759.  Carron House became, for a time, effectively the headquarters of the Carron Company, incorporating a 
granary and a counting house as well as family accommodation.  William Dawson, Carron Company Manager 
between 1850 and 1873 lived at Powfoulis.  The Dawson Trust was established by Thomas Dawson-Brodie 
and his wife Anne to promote good causes.   They bequeathed Powfoulis to the Church of Scotland in 1926, 
and it became the Church of Scotland’s first Eventide House.      

Around 1830 James Russel, Falkirk lawyer and businessman, built Arnotdale House and laid out the gardens 
as the centre-piece to what is today Dollar Park.  Later owners included Robert Barr of Barr’s Aeriated Water 
and Robert Dollar, who in 1920 gifted the estate to the Burgh of Falkirk.  

On the other side of town, Robert Wilson, who owned mines near Kilsyth, acquired South Bantaskine and 
mined coal for the Carron Iron Works. The estate passed to his son John Wilson who in 1848 married Mary 
Russel, daughter of Falkirk lawyer and businessman, James Russel of Arnotdale House, linking the two 
estates. 

The other partner in the law firm Russel and Aitken, James Aitken of Darroch, whose interests are given as 
law, mining and property, with leisure interests including shooting, purchased Glenbervie in 1899.  During the 
1930’s the Glenbervie estate policies were laid out as a golf course by renowned professional golfer turned 
golf course designer James Braid.  At that time the land was leased from The Carron Company.     

Nearby Larbert House was built in about 1790 by Sir James Milles Riddell of Ardnamurchan. It was later 
acquired by industrialist Sir Gilbert Stirling, who purchased the estate in 1821 and had the original house 

                                                 
12 A.E. Mitchell, Dunmore. Page 29. 
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remodelled by Glasgow architect, David Hamilton (b.1768 d.1843) between 1822 and 1825.  Stirling set about 
remodelling the estate policies, building the walled garden, entrance lodges, ice-house, and expanding the 
stables complex.  Stirling’s wealth had been amassed in, amongst other ventures, investing in the 
construction of the Forth and Clyde Canal and Glasgow Railway.  Subsequent owners of Larbert House 
included John Hendrie, Coalmaster, 1876, and Sir John Noble Graham, Merchant, 1813.      

Westquarter House to the east of Falkirk near Redding was purchased in 1910 by James Nimmo, Glasgow 
coal merchant, whose family had taken over local coal seams. 

In 1857 Carronvale House was purchased by John Bell Sherriff, Distiller. 

The Dunmore Pineapple, built in 1761 for the twenty-nine-year-old Earl of Dunmore, later Governor of New 
York, formed the focal point of the six-acre walled garden at Dunmore Park.  It was designed as a productive 
garden and was flanked by hothouses.  Its eccentric design by an unknown architect reflects the 18th-century 
interest in exotic and extravagant garden design and in particular, the craze for growing exotic fruit including 
pineapples13.  The extraordinary pavilion is the focus of the north wall and features a sandstone dome carved 
as a pineapple.  

Improvements within the grounds of Callendar House during the late 18th century were undertaken by the 
Drivers brothers, nurserymen of Southwark, London, and included stone features such as pineapples, vases 
and seats manufactured by Coades Manufacturing. 

Value and significance 

The intrinsic, contextual and associative values of the sample sites were considered in the first phase of the 
Glorious Gardens project. Judgements regarding the cultural significance of each site are set out in the GG1 
reports14. The criteria used to consider significance are criteria normally used for cultural heritage assets, 
rather than for designed landscapes such as those on the Inventory 15. They were used in GG1 because the 
emphasis for the study was the setting of the house, inclusive of all its components, including the industrial, 

its local/regional significance within the local historic environment, and its contribution to the well-being of 
the people who live in the area. The significance of sites is discussed in Appendix 4.  

This Conservation Strategy is for the designed landscapes of the Falkirk Council area as a whole not 
individual estates and focusses on key features that make an important contribution to the character of the 
local and regional historic landscape. As a result, the strategy and conservation priorities do not focus only 
on those sites with the highest significance status, but from the starting point of considering which designed 

                                                 
13 The first pineapples grown in Scotland were introduced by James Justice at Crichton near Pathhead, Midlothian, circa 1732. 
14 SGLH Collection on CANMORE: https://canmore.org.uk/collection/result?COLLECTION=1559026 
15 Cultural heritage significance criteria set out in the Historic Environment Scotland Policy Statement (2016), differ from those used for inventory 
designed landscapes. Significance is discussed further in Appendix 4. 

 
Photo: Mature avenues and stone walls at Kinneil House (source MVGLA) 
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features make up the character of the landscapes, and which might be missed most if they were removed or 
lost.   

Loss of country houses and the effect on designed landscapes 

The 20th century has not been kind to Scotland’s country houses and their designed landscapes.  Many 
estates relied upon significant staff numbers to manage and maintain the house, its grounds and occupants.  
The two World Wars in the first half of the century reduced the number of estate workers significantly.  Many 
country houses were used as hospitals for the treatment and wellbeing of injured soldiers, whilst others were 
used as barracks.  Other country houses fell into decline through taxation and difficult economic 
circumstances.  The loss or abandonment of the country house is undeniably a significant moment in the 
history of an estate.   

Of the GG1 sites, Millfield, Muiravonside, South Bantaskine and Westquarter lost the house that formed the 
focus for the design of the landscape. Dunmore House and Carron House are now roofless ruins but remain 
as a centre-pieces to their estates. 

Character of Designed Landscapes in the Falkirk Council Area 
Designed landscapes create an order within the natural landscape.  However, defining what is meant by the 
term ‘designed’ landscape, is not always straightforward.  The term ‘designed landscape’ or ‘gardens and 
designed landscapes’ refers to what are known in Scotland as the ‘policies’ to a landed estate, together with 
the gardens and wider planned and planted ground which together form the immediate setting to a house.  
The important word here is ‘planned’.   

Agreed definitions of historic gardens include: 

x “An architectural and horticultural composition of interest to the public from the historical and artistic point of 
view” (ICOMOS 16) 

x “An historic garden or park is a defined area deliberately created as an ornamental environment and of 
historical interest as such.  The term includes designed landscapes” (Garden History Society 1985) 

x “Gardens and designed landscapes are grounds which have been laid out for artistic effect” (1979 Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act17 cited also in the Historic Environment Scotland Policy 
Statement 18) 

A recent Historical Development Study 19 undertaken for the Clyde and Avon Valley area defined designed 
landscapes as ‘embracing all aspects of landscape design from gardens, through policy planting around country 
houses, to the wider agricultural landscapes where deliberate design is clearly evident’.  This definition is adopted 
here. 

Designed landscapes in the Falkirk Council Area 

Broadly, the pre-18th century designed landscapes were laid out in a formal style, with several examples, such 
as the 17th century gardens at Kinneil House.  Initially these country houses and policies formed islands 
within a largely treeless, predominantly agricultural landscape of unenclosed fields and grazing land.  
Designed landscapes from this period tended to impose order and symmetry and are characterised by 
rectangular enclosures, straight tree avenues or tree-lined drives, and geometric features such as ‘rond-
points’ and ‘wilderness’ woodlands.   

From the mid-18th century onwards, many designed landscapes were remodelled in an informal manner, 
which reflected the taste of the time. These changes were applied to the core of the designed landscapes, in 
particular the layout of gardens, drives, parkland and woodlands, but rectilinear field patterns remained 
unchanged – probably for practical reasons and the agricultural functions of the policies.  

The remodelling of designed landscapes was often undertaken at the same time as the rebuilding or 
remodelling of the country house.  The informal or naturalistic designed landscape is typified by sinuous 
edges to policy woodlands, and parkland ornamented with specimen trees (some as remnants of former 

                                                 
16 International Council on Monuments and Sites. 1982. Historic Gardens (the Florence Charter 1981) 
17 1979 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act (section 32A (2)) 
18 Historic Environment Scotland. 2016. Historic Environment Scotland Policy Statement.  
19 Christopher Dingwall and Peter McGowan. 2011. The Clyde and Avon Valley Landscape – Historical Development Study 
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geometric plantings).  Beyond the estate policies, the wider agricultural landscape was improved through the 
planting of shelterbelts and planting field boundaries with lines of trees.   

Surviving features within the designed landscapes 

The designed landscapes of the Falkirk area exist in various states, from the relatively complete to hidden 
remnants. The outline structure of the landscapes generally remains more or less intact, with field boundaries 
or walls, and often a few designed features of the landscapes survive, such as entrance gateways, lodges, 
stable blocks, and the routes of driveways. Some properties have remnant walled gardens, whilst some have 
lost the country house that formed the focus of the estate.  Individual features of each designed landscape 
will have merit for conservation, with local or historical interest, but it is a different challenge to identify the 
priorities for conservation that will be of most benefit not only to the individual estate, but also to the area as 
a whole.  

There are over 50 designed landscapes within the Falkirk Council area (shown on Figure 1), each with a 
different set of extant landscape elements. The GG1 reports detail the extant features for some of these, as 
set out in Appendix 3. The types of existing features found in the designed landscapes of the Falkirk Council 
area today are summarised in the table below, and a selection are discussed further thereafter. 

Table 1:  Extant Designed Landscape Features in the Falkirk Council Area 

Features Presence/prominence in the landscape 

Tree-lined avenues 
or drives 

Avenues and tree-lined drives can be prominent features in the landscape with lines of 
single species trees, often different from the species growing in surrounding woodlands or 
field boundaries. Examples include Kinneil House and Zetland Park. 

Pleasure walks and 
rides 

Varied routes within the estate policies, set out for recreation.  

Views and Vistas Framed or open views were often designed as part of the layout of the landscape, usually 
focused on either features within the designed landscape, or panoramic views to the wider 
area. Examples include the belvedere in Kinneil Wood. 

Walled gardens Walled gardens tend to be located away from the country house from the eighteenth 
century onwards, and their prominence as features in the landscape varies greatly. 
Examples of Walled Gardens include Airth, Callendar, Carron House, Carronvale House, 
Dollar Park, Dunmore Estate, Glenbervie House, Larbert, Powfoulis and South Bantaskine.   

Burial grounds or 
mausoleums 

Can be variable in terms of presence in the landscape.  Examples include Elphinstone 
Tower Dunmore and the Callendar Mausoleum by Archibald Elliot dated 1816 within 
Callendar Woods.  Falkirk Cemetery at Camelon is an early example of a civic burial ground 
in Scotland, following the Burial (Scotland) Act 1855.  Laid out to a design by Stewart 
Murray in 1870, the proposals were based upon guidance advocated by J.C. Loudon in his 
manual for creating new cemeteries published in 1843.  

Specimen trees Specimen trees can be widely visible, where parkland is open to views from publicly 
accessible routes. Individual trees may have a presence in the landscape very different 
from field boundary trees for example.  
Other notable trees may not have been grown as specimens, but are notable because of 
their age, form, species or location 

Roundels and rond-
points (woodlands) 

Distinctive planting patterns such as roundels and rond-points (circular clearings with 
paths radiating outwards) can have a notable presence in the landscape. The golf course 
laid out by James Braid at Glenbervie House incorporated existing tree roundels.   

Boundary walls and 
gateways 

Boundary walls and gateways can be the key features in identifying the presence of a 
designed landscape. Adjacent to roads, estate boundaries represent a key feature in the 
landscape. Examples include Kinneil House and Callendar House. 
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Features Presence/prominence in the landscape 

Gate lodges Gate lodges were built at many estates, often at multiple entrances and form recognizable 
signs of design intent as one passes.  Many are currently privately occupied. 

Metal strap fences Metal strap fences are characteristic of designed estate landscapes (though not 
ubiquitous). Given the cost of repair, these have usually given way over time to more 
agricultural boundary materials (e.g. post and wire) and are therefore not always noticeable 
features in the landscape. 

Follies and grottos Follies may be prominent in the landscape, whilst grottos tend to be hidden.  The notable 
example of a folly within the study area is The Pineapple at Dunmore. 

Ha-ha walls A sunken wall feature within some designed landscapes, such as at Larbert and Glenbervie 
estates. 

Ice house Ice houses are hidden in wooded areas, generally recessed into a hillside, and often close to 
the supply of water/ice. They are often located under the dark canopy of yew trees and can 
be hard to find. Examples include Dunmore, Callendar, Larbert and South Bantaskine 
estates.   

Water features and 
canals 

Water features, such as dammed ponds, curling ponds, watercourses or mill lades. Canals 
were linked with industry, but aqueducts form prominent features in designed landscapes. 
There are examples of incised valleys at Kinneil, Parkhill, South Bantaskine and Westquarter 
which were incorporated into the designed landscape.  The Avon Aqueduct built by Hugh 
Baird, engineer, 1822 carries the Forth & Clyde Canal across the River Avon at 
Muiravonside.    

Monuments or 
statuary 

Monuments may be prominent in the landscape, statues tend to be small scale and often 
not visible from public roads or paths.  A notable example is the obelisk marking the site of 
the Falkirk battlefield at South Bantaskine. 

Dovecots Dovecots, located at the edges of estates (so that the doves would feed on the neighbour’s 
corn) do not always have great presence in the landscape, especially where woodland has 
grown up around them. Examples of dovecots include the A-listed rectangular dovecot at 
Westquarter dated 1647, and the C17th lectern dovecot at Muiravonside.   

Quarries and 
industrial features 

Some of the estates include features resulting from former mineral workings including 
ironstone, freestone and coal extraction.  Examples include Dunmore, Muiravonside and 
South Bantaskine.  The quarries at South Bantaskine were laid out as water and rock 
gardens by the Wilson sisters.  

 

All estates have (or had) parkland that was open space punctuated by specimen trees. Many of these 
parkland areas survive as fields with individual trees, though conversely many have been planted up or 
infilled with built development. Other typical designed elements that it has not been possible to count include 
beech hedges, beech or lime trees, field walls and rectilinear field systems.  

Estate Boundaries 

Estate boundaries, in particular roadside boundaries and estate entrances, indicate the presence of a 
designed landscape.  Furthermore, these boundaries play an important part in defining the experience of 
travelling through the area.   
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Some estates may feature ‘ha-has’, sunken walls which contain stock but allow the view from a country 
house over the policies to be uninterrupted.  Several estates also have metal strap fences, and decorative 
ironwork for garden or field gates.  These iron fences set estates apart from other agricultural landscapes, 
often indicating parkland boundaries. 

Woodlands 

There are currently more woodlands across the Falkirk Council Area than there have been for several hundred 
years. Woodland cover is shown on Figure 4, which indicates that there are numerous small woodlands and 
shelterbelts all over the area, but particularly to the south around Muiravonside, Candie and Balquhatstone. 
These can be linked to the more exposed conditions in this higher area, such that shelter was a priority in 
these areas. Non-rectilinear ribbon woodlands are riparian woodlands along watercourses, often where there 
is incised topography. Larger woodlands or plantations are generally infill of fields, and more irregular 
woodland areas are associated with the designed landscapes.  

The slopes that run along the south edge of the Falkirk Basin can be picked out with woodland on steeper 
ground, from the hanging woodlands of Kinneil to Callendar Woods, Tamfourhill and Rough Castle. These 
wooded slopes form the backdrop to many views from lower-lying areas, and define the change in 
topography.  

  

Photo: Callendar House is framed by mature woodlands (source MVGLA) 

Sketch:  Haha walls kept animals out but did not interrupt views (source MVGLA) 
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The New Statistical Account of Scotland, 1845, refers to the ‘250 acres of coppice, mostly oak upon ground 
rising gently to the south’ of Callendar House.  Today there are substantial remains of the oak coppice.  The 
wood is a listed Scottish Wildlife Trust, Wildlife Site.  

Tree Avenues and Specimen Trees  

Tree avenues, roundels and specimen trees (including exotic trees) represent special features within the 
Falkirk Council area as they announce the presence of a designed landscape. They are often found within the 
estate policies surrounding the house.  These features represent a planned intervention and were designed to 
create order, pattern and aesthetic and functional structure within the natural environment.  As the trees are 
generally now mature or even ancient, they are often widely visible, in particular where parkland is open to 
views from publicly accessible routes.  In addition to their inherent aesthetic qualities, veteran trees are also 
of dendrological and ecological importance. 

Tree avenues are prominent features within the landscape, often comprising a single tree species.  Typical 
species within the study area are common beech and lime.  At Dunmore the estate drive known as St. 
Andrew’s Drive is lined with Giant Wellingtonia.  

Specimen trees, where surviving, are indicators of a designed landscape, as single trees designed to be a 
feature in a garden, or as stand-alone specimens within open parkland.  Typical species within the study area 
include oak, sycamore, lime, ash, elm, horse and sweet chestnut, common and copper beech. Exotic trees 
were also often introduced into estate policies to provide aesthetic enjoyment, and mostly date from the late 
18th and early 19th centuries, when plant collecting was at its height.  Callendar House woods include an 
arboretum laid out with trees and shrubs introduced by George Forrest, a Falkirk-born plant collector who 
explored China at the turn of last century, finding thousands of exotic and rare species to bring back to the 
UK for planting and further study.  The collection known as the George Forrest Collection includes 40 species 
introduced by the plant collector.  

Walled Gardens 

Walled gardens are enclosed and sheltered places with a microclimate that is different from the surrounding 
woodland or landscape. They produce better crops than unenclosed gardens, but a productive walled garden 
is labour intensive to maintain, and many old walled gardens have fallen into disuse, often with crumbling 
walls and overgrown interiors.  

  

Photo: The avenue at Kinneil House (source MVGLA) 
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From the 18th century onwards, the preferred site for the walled garden was at some distance from the house, 
unlike the yards or enclosures which tended to be adjacent to the house in seventeenth century and earlier. 
At Dunmore, the walled garden is almost a kilometre away from the house but makes use of south facing 
land. Although there are no direct routes to the walled garden, with tracks running around Hill of Dunmore, at 
Airth Castle, there was a terrace running westwards, straight to the walled garden, again some 500m away. In 
contrast, the walled gardens at Kinneil or South Bantaskine are adjacent to the house. 

Agriculture  

Agriculture has long been the main land use for the Falkirk Council area, with common land prior to enclosure, 
and a wide mix of arable and pasture land, as well as more recent commercial forest. Agriculture was the 
sustaining use of the land prior to the industrial revolution, and cattle markets were the highlight of the 
agricultural year. The Falkirk Trysts were set up in 1707, and in spite of being forced to relocate by first 
enclosure of the land, and later by construction of the Forth and Clyde Canal, became the biggest market in 
Scotland. The arrival of the railways allowed dealers to buy direct from farms, and the trysts declined.  

Wetlands are frequent along the coast, with former salt panning areas and reclaimed land, some of which is 
now being prioritised as a nature reserve.  

Much of the land in the Falkirk Council area has been used to provide winter feeds for livestock, but cereal 
crops (mainly oats) and potatoes are significant arable crops, and particularly in the early twentieth century, 
hay was a major crop.  

Agriculture is still the main land use for extensive estates, and designed landscapes extend across the wider 
landscapes to varying degrees – from small contained cores of larger estates, to larger estates that have 
planned vistas extending across greater distances. 

 

Conservation and Management Issues 
Conservation and management of historic designed landscapes is important, not just because of an 
academic interest in an estate, or who designed what, but because in more general terms our surroundings 
make an important contribution to the environment in which we live today. Designed landscapes can make a 
valuable contribution to the environment, aesthetically and for recreational purposes. Many designed 
landscapes are accessible with walks or cycle routes providing links for people to enjoy the outdoors, for 
recreation, for health and wellbeing, and for social uses. Neglect or loss of aspects of the landscape that give 
it local character, historical significance, or create nice places to be, would be to prevent future generations 
from knowing, understanding or being able to enjoy the environment. Importantly, as custodians of the 
landscape, we should pass it on to future generations in a similar or better state than it currently is. 

In order to be able to conserve the landscapes around us, we must first understand what issues are faced in 
terms of management of the land. Land management is a complex subject with wide-reaching considerations 
to be made. Consideration of conservation issues relating to historic features or landscape structure must 
also consider practical questions such as access, economic viability and the changing pressures on land that 
are faced by landowners and land managers. Conservation should not be preservation, i.e. not locking the 

 
Sketch: “Are we not but custodians of the landscape for the future?” (Source MVGLA) 
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landscape into a static state, or rebuilding or preserving features as if in aspic, but should reflect the 
changing nature of landscape and the needs of the occupants, whilst respecting the heritage value of the 
past. 

It is important to recognise the challenges faced by landed estates, in particular the fact that constraints 
and/or pressures are different for conservation, daily management and overall economic viability. Whilst they 
are different, they also can overlap, and there are opportunities for mutual benefit. 

Conservation and management issues were discussed at the workshops held as part of the development of 
the Conservation Strategy and Landowners’ Conservation Notes, and the main topics highlighted at the 
workshops are listed below. It should be noted that this is not an exhaustive list, nor are the issues in any 
particular order. 

x Integrity of designed landscapes – An issue for conservation is the fragmentation of estates and 
development that reduces the clarity of the overall design intent of historic designed landscapes, and 
can cause loss of open land, designed elements and landscape structure. 

x Accessibility – The accessibility of the landscape can be seen as a key aspect for conservation, with 
areas prioritised for conservation preferably being those that can be seen and enjoyed, rather than areas 
that are inaccessible. Access to designed landscapes can also be a condition of grant giving bodies.  

x Paths and access – Access issues include facilities such as parking, and safety, typically when paths run 
through rough or steep areas.  The variable condition of path surfaces with waterlogged or soft ground in 
particular, and lack of adequate signage, are barriers to use. Access and the right to roam can be seen by 
some landowners as an issue, particularly where paths run close to private residences.  

x Inappropriate use – Access to land can also be a threat to conservation, with greater wear and tear on 
path routes, and the risk of vandalism and inappropriate behaviour. Reports of littering and vandalism 
appear to be relatively localised, and are representative of a wider societal problem. Provision of 
adequate rubbish bins (and their regular collection) can go some way to solving this problem. 

x Invasive species control – Invasive species occur in the Falkirk Council area, including Japanese 
knotweed (Fallopia japonica) and Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera), giant hogweed (Heracleum 
mantegazzianum), particularly along watercourses, and rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum) and 
snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus) in woodlands.  

x Development – development can be a key threat to the integrity of a designed landscape, although it is 
also an opportunity for the continuing viability of the area and of the estate. Development should be 
designed to be appropriate or in keeping with its setting, either within or adjacent to the designed 
landscape, through means of layout, scale of buildings, design and external materials.  Walled gardens 
as defined spaces are often attractive to developers. There can also be a case for new interpretations of 
the landscape for the purpose of enhancing the designed landscape for a current audience. Records 
should be made of landscapes and features that may be altered by development. 

  
Photo: The former walled garden at Glenbervie contains a garden centre (source MVGLA) 
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x Economic diversification – Mansion houses together with their grounds make for attractive hotels and 
golf courses. Generally economic diversification is seen as an important way in which to raise further 
funds to support the land. Other forms of diversification include holding events in the parkland such as 
fairs or sports events such as motor racing events or gymkhanas. 

x Repurposing buildings – Many estate buildings stand unoccupied or unused. Others have been brought 
back into use, through conversion to dwelling houses or for other uses. For example, mansion houses are 
converted into individual residential units with shared communal areas.  There is potential for unused 
buildings to be consolidated and given a new purpose suited to their size, location, to the needs of the 
estate.    

x Walled gardens – walled gardens are seen as being of interest regardless of condition but can be labour 
intensive to maintain as gardens. Maintenance of existing features or consolidation of upstanding 
remains may be seen to be of no purpose if the garden is not to be used as such. Often walled gardens 
are repurposed, as garden centres such as at Glenbervie, social enterprise at Kinneil, or as contained 
residential developments such as at Larbert. 

x Policy support – The Falkirk Local Plan20 sets out several policies 
in support of protecting landscape, trees and woodlands, historic 
environment and designed landscapes. Thirty-seven of the historic 
designed landscapes within the study area are listed in Falkirk 
Council’s Supplementary Planning Guidance on Landscape 
Character Assessment and Landscape Designations21, which seeks to 
highlight that many of the sites are valued locally and make an 
important contribution to the local landscape and cultural heritage.  

x Environmental Impact Assessment – assessment of the potential 
environmental effects of development may be required prior to it 
gaining planning consent. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
is a formal process involving assessment of all likely 
environmental effects that may arise, and it may highlight the 
presence of rare species and vulnerable features in the landscape. 

x Availability of resources – Most of the designed landscapes were 
designed in a prosperous age when labour was cheap and plentiful, 
so that high-maintenance landscapes were viable. As social times 
have changed, that is no longer the case, and conservation 
proposals must consider the availability of resources – funding, 
skills and labour as well as (and in particular) costs of ongoing 
maintenance, before embarking on conservation works.  

x Woodland management – most woodlands in the Falkirk Council area have been planned and planted, 
though some natural woodlands exist, particularly riparian woodlands along watercourses. Woodlands 
that are not commercial plantations should be managed to maintain good age structure and longevity of 
the wood as a whole, as well as maintaining design intent. Woodlands have important roles in the 
landscape, for shelter, screening, wildlife corridors, framing views, etc.  

x Tree age – specimen trees, avenues and woodlands may include elderly to ancient trees. Tree planting is 
a long-term activity that has not been continuous, meaning that there are few medium aged plantings of 
non-commercial trees to maintain the structure of the woodlands, and gaps are forming in mature 
avenues. 

x Orchards – orchards are generally seen as positive assets, for their historical value and the potential for 
local fruit growing.  

x Plant Diseases – tree diseases have become more common in recent years, with Ash dieback 
(Hymenoscyphus fraxineus), Larch dieback (Phytophthora ramorum) and other diseases being present in 
the area.  

x Watercourses – Watercourses that run through the landscape need to be maintained to avoid blockage 
due to fallen trees, or altered drainage from development, that affects water flow, and therefore the water 
features of estates such as pond levels and waterfalls.  

                                                 
20 Falkirk Council (2015) Local Development Plan. (policies GN02, GN04, and D12). The Local Development Plan Review (LDP2) is at draft stage. 
21 Falkirk Council (2015) Landscape Character Assessment and Landscape Designations. Supplementary Planning Guidance SG09 

  
Photo: Senescent avenue tree at 
Kinneil (source MVGLA) 
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x Designation – designations on the landscape or built features can be appropriate ways to limit 
inappropriate action.  Designations for landscapes are considered by some to ‘lack the teeth’ that built 
heritage designations have, but to others designation is seen as the best/only way forward. There can 
also be conflict between design and natural heritage, for example where preservation of habitats for 
species, or legislation regarding bat protection can prevent woodland clearance that is necessary to 
maintain or conserve the design of the landscape. 

x Built heritage – while the built heritage is often an important part of the designed landscape, there can 
be considerable focus on the country house, to the detriment of other buildings and structures, and the 
landscape in which they are set.  

x Views and visibility – Whilst historic views from or to properties, and peeps from pleasure walks have 
often become overgrown with vegetation, some landowners are not keen to open them up again, 
particularly if they reduce privacy.  

x Financial constraints – conservation works are not undertaken if there is not the financial resource to 
carry them out. Viability of estates is a key aspect of conservation. Some estates have become 
fragmented through sale of peripheral land in order to maintain the core. Funding sources may be 
available but are likely to be competitive and may have obligations such as the requirement to provide 
public access that might discourage some landowners.  

Many of these conservation and management issues for designed landscapes can only be addressed by 
starting with conversations between landowners, funding bodies, statutory consultees, qualified consultants 
and with local interest groups who would have an interest in carrying out the work and enjoying the results. 
There is a need to look forwards rather than backwards, and to be realistic in what is achievable in the current 
and likely future economic, social and environmental climate within the study area, and the wider 
geographical and political context which influences the study area. 

 

Priorities for Conservation 
If conservation of historic landscapes is to look forwards, it cannot mean preventing change, nor can it mean 
restoring a building or returning a landscape to how it appeared/functioned at one moment in time, as if 
preserved in aspic.  Landscapes, more so than buildings, are in constant change.  Change in the landscape 
can almost go unnoticed.  It can be as subtle as a dislodged cope stone on a dry-stone wall, or a fallen branch 
from a heritage tree.  Over time, the accumulation of these subtle and imperceptible changes results in 
degraded designed landscapes. Conservation of historic landscapes must therefore accept that change will 
occur and aim to guide the amount of change that is appropriate. 

  

Photo: The orchard within the Dunmore (The Pineapple) walled garden (source MVGLA) 
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The ways in which conservation priorities are identified can vary hugely but should reflect a level of interest in 
the feature, which may be an academic interest or a personal response.  

Academic interests may consider rarity or representativeness of the feature, or unique characteristics that 
are considered worthy of protection. There may be historical significance, local interest, or an interest as part 
of a social narrative. Academic interests can also change with time, one of the most notable being the value 
now placed on the environmental aspects of a landscape, including ‘ecosystem services’ and the benefits 
that ecosystems have for society. Priorities can also be affected by the criteria used to identify significance 
of features. It has been noted that the value and significance criteria for cultural heritage sites (such as 
scheduled archaeological monuments) are different from the criteria for inclusion on the Inventory of 
Gardens and Designed Landscapes. 

A personal response to the value of a feature may be purely about aesthetic qualities or may relate to a 
personal experience in which the location or the feature plays a part, such as childhood memories of walks or 
woodlands. This social value is important in influencing how local people understand and value a designed 
landscape, often more so than the purely academic interest. 

Conservation should also consider the question of why a feature should be protected. Is it for reasons of 
historical or cultural significance, rarity, local interest, as part of a narrative/story of the landscape, or 
tourism? Feedback from workshop participants indicated that there is a need for multiple benefits to arise 
from conservation works, and rare, easily accessible and educational features should take priority. 

Priorities for conservation have been identified by stakeholders at workshops, and include: 

x Maintaining the Design: management of the landscape to preserve the historic design structure of 
estates, whilst allowing the estate to respond to current pressures. This may be in the form of 
maintaining shelterbelts and the structure of woodland cover across the estate or may be maintaining 
field patterns and walls or hedges that were laid out as part of the design. This also includes preserving 
the character or preserving the structural form of a walled garden even if it is infilled by residential 
development or a garden centre.  

x Woodland structure:  management of existing woodlands to maximise wildlife value and diversification 
of plantation woodlands.  Restocking and replanting of ‘lost’ shelterbelts within estate farmland, 
reinstating the setting of the landscape, and restoring and reinforcing a mosaic of policy woodland and 
riparian and semi-natural woodland.  Replacement or restructuring of conifer plantations and avoiding 
non-native species such as sycamore in belts, clumps and policy woodlands by using native species. 
Consultation with local conservation officers and the Forestry Commission is important before woodland 
works are carried out. 

x Trees:  management and restoration of parkland planting, including individual specimen trees, tree 
groups (clumps, roundels etc.) and tree avenues following the precedent of original species and planting 
pattern where possible. 

x Boundaries:  restoration and/or repair of historic boundary walls, gateways, and metal strap fences that 
are seen from public routes, tree work and restocking of ageing mature roadside and field boundary trees 
and the long-term preservation of roadside hedges. 

x Buildings:  conservation/consolidation and where possible restoration of follies, dovecots and grottos, 
garden and estate buildings. The industrial heritage is also a key part of the Falkirk Council area’s 
landscape, often integral to the evolution of the designed estates. The significance of the industrial 
heritage of the designed landscapes should also be recognised.  

x Walled Gardens:  conservation/consolidation of the built fabric of walled gardens and identifying viable 
long-term uses for the garden ground. 

x Water features: conservation of remaining water features, through consolidation of banks or dams, and 
maintenance to ensure water flow, particularly in times of high-water levels and flooding which can 
cause significant erosion. 

x Access:  development and promotion of public access including better dissemination of information on 
paths and routes, removal of physical and psychological barriers in the spirit of the Land Reform Act and 
linking with outside routes. Access and interpretation are closely linked, and education through 
interpretation should be used to deter inappropriate behaviour while accessing land.  The John Muir Way 
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coast to coast path, links three of the designed landscapes, namely South Bantaskine, Callendar and 
Kinneil estates.  

x Interpretation:  development of interpretation of estate landscapes and their management in balance 
with nature conservation information. To include information/education to raise awareness of the 
challenges to land management and conservation, and to deter inappropriate behaviour. 

x Recording:  recording of any landscapes and/or their features which might be subject to development; 
and continuation of the recording project for designed landscapes not included in GG1 or other reports. 
The GG1 pilot project recorded only 14 of the 37 non-inventory designed landscapes within the Falkirk 
Council area22.     

 
A Strategy for Conservation 
Vision and aims 
A Conservation Strategy is a plan designed to achieve long term or overall aims. The strategic long-term 
vision and aims for the designed landscapes within the Falkirk Council area could be expressed as: 

x “A coherent landscape with managed historic landscapes in which design and response to the setting are 
legible, valued, protected and enhanced”  

Breaking this down, the aims of the vision include: 

x A coherent landscape – one in which the character of the historic designed landscapes is clear with, in 
particular, woodlands and road corridors being well managed; 

x managed landscapes – well maintained and viable estates; 
x design is legible – the design can be understood by people, and there is enhanced knowledge of, and 

conservation, consolidation, restoration of, key designed elements or aspects of the layout [even if there 
is development], including trees and woodlands; 

x response to the setting is legible – the relationships between country houses and their surroundings are 
visible and understandable, and these relationships are maintained whilst accommodating sensitive 
development; 

x valued landscapes – the importance of historic designed landscapes in the Falkirk area is appreciated, 
with active research and increasing knowledge and awareness of the local and regional importance of 
sites and features, accessible by local people through a connected and maintained path network; 

                                                 
22 The reports prepared by GG1 volunteers are available on the CANMORE website: https://canmore.org.uk 

  
Photo: A distinctive estate wall in need of repair to prevent further deterioration (source MVGLA) 
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x protected and enhanced –inappropriate development is avoided, but sensitive development that includes 
improvements to condition and status of historic features is supported. Active works to conserve and 
enhance historic designed landscapes are being carried out. 

 

The Conservation Strategy  
The strategy for the conservation of the designed landscapes in the Falkirk Council area will be one of:  

x Raising awareness of the individual and collective importance of designed landscapes within the study 
area through interpretation. Research should revolve around the historical, design and industrial heritage 
narrative and assets of the area, as well as drawing on the existing knowledge about individual sites.  
Interpreting the built and industrial heritage features found within some designed landscapes.  Relating 
the importance of local sites within a regional and national context.  

x Preserving the presence of the designed landscapes, principally through maintaining and sustaining the 
structure of the landscape and outward looking boundaries, typically along roadsides and along 
pathways. This will include care of built heritage structures including gateways, walls and architectural 
metalwork, as well as natural heritage features including field boundary trees, shelterbelts and 
hedgerows.  

x Management or enhancement aiming to reinforce or restore the local landscape character, i.e. those 
characteristics which contribute to local distinctiveness. Works should also reflect the ecological 
character of the local area to reinforce local biodiversity value and maximise wildlife benefits. 

x Maintaining trees within the landscape including, in particular, avenues, specimen trees and field 
boundary trees, and involving both care of older trees and planting of new trees to preserve the structure 
of the treescape into the future.  

x Planting to restore ‘lost’ specimen trees within estate policies, tree groups (clumps, roundels etc.) and 
interplanting or replanting tree avenues following the precedent of original species and planting pattern.  

x Guiding development to take account of the historic landscape and archaeological record, and aiming to 
avoid schemes that are either inappropriate to the historical context, or which may be damaging to the 
coherence of the designed landscape. Policy support through designation and local development 
planning guidance should be used to deter inappropriate developments and encourage sensitive design 
and master planning. 

x Supporting mitigation of intrusive features or influences which detract from the designed character of 
the landscape (e.g. avoiding hard urban edges, unsightly buildings or structures, poorly managed or 
degraded land on the fringes of designed landscapes, insensitive development, highway improvements, 
etc.)    

x Establishing Friends Groups.  Five of the GG1 sites, Callendar Park, Dollar Park, Muiravonside, South 
Bantaskine and Zetland Park, are public parks/country parks.  Dollar, Kinneil and Zetland Parks have 
established Friends groups.  It would be beneficial for the conservation of the designed landscapes if 
Friends groups formed for the other publicly accessible sites, including Callendar Park, Camelon 
Cemetery, Gray-Buchanan Park (Millfield and Parkhill), Muiravonside and South Bantaskine.  

 

Implementing the Strategy 
Landowners and land managers 

As has been identified earlier, consideration of conservation issues relating to historic landscape features 
must include issues relating to access, economic viability and the changing pressures on land that are faced 
by landowners and land managers. 

Put simply, first there needs to be a desire to undertake conservation and management works by the 
landowners and land managers, friends groups or and other interest groups or stake holders, and secondly 
the necessary resources and finance to undertake the works. 

Ideally the owner/manager of each designed landscape should prepare a Conservation Management Plan 
(CMP).  We are aware of conservation management plans having been prepared for the following designed 
estates: Callendar House, Zetland Park.  Landscape conservation management plan grants from HES are 
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available for up to 50% of the cost of preparing a CMP for an inventory garden and designed landscape, and 
there may be grants available for other designed landscapes.   

Volunteers 

There are a number of voluntary interest groups in the area, including the Falkirk Development Trust and 
various Friends groups.  There are established Friends groups at Kinneil House and Dollar Park, and volunteer 
groups and opportunities at other properties.  

The GG1 volunteers who have participated in the workshops during this project have expressed an interest in 
continuing with the type of research they carried out for GG1. They are trained, knowledgeable and interested, 
and form an important resource for the area. There are also other groups of volunteers, such as The 
Conservation Volunteers (TCV). 

Woodland management 

The importance of woodland management, both policy woodlands and ancient woodlands, is of particular 
relevance to designed landscapes within the Falkirk Council area.   

Woodland management tasks vary considerably in their complexity and resources.  However, there are some 
works such as the removal of invasive shrub species which can be undertaken by volunteers.  

There are examples of ‘lost’ woodlands and shelterbelts which could be replanted to reinstate former 
components of the designed landscapes. 

Paths and access 

Many of the designed landscapes can be accessed by Core Paths.     

Landowners and managers can seek grants to undertake necessary repairs to path surfaces, physical 
features and vegetation clearance.  Paths for All grants may be available for maintenance or recovery of path 
routes.  

Another potential source is the Scottish Prison Service which supports community projects through providing 
labour as part of community service obligations. 

Other Proposals 

Building on the recommendations within the Conservation Strategy, works should prioritise the restoration of 
built heritage features in relation to their local and regional as well as their possible national significance.      

Other proposals for individual designed landscapes would need to be considered in terms of the priority of 
the works for conserving the key values of the landscapes.  

Potential funding sources 
A number of potential funding sources exist for the types of works identified in this strategy, although these 
may change over time. At the time of writing, potential funding streams include:  

x Historic Environment Scotland grants; 
x Scottish Natural Heritage grants; 
x Rural Payments and Inspections Division (RPID) and Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP), 

Forestry Grant Scheme (FGS), Agri-Environment Climate Scheme (AECS); 
x Central Scotland Green Network; 
x Paths for All; 
x Inner Forth Futures; 
x Landfill Tax; 
x Scottish Wildlife Trust; 
x Supermarket fundraising schemes. 
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Landowner Conservation Guidance Notes 
Alongside the production of this Conservation Strategy, GG2 also included the production of a series of 
Landowner Conservation Guidance Notes, on subjects that were deemed to be of particular relevance to the 
study area, for which there was less existing published advice. The Notes include:  

x Industrial heritage in designed landscapes 
x New uses for old landscapes 
x Funding sources 

As set out in the introduction, there are also existing sources of reference for management of designed 
landscapes, such as the Historic Environment Scotland’s guidance Managing Change in the Historic 
Environment 23, including advice on how to identify, assess and mitigate changes as a result of development 
in or near a designed landscape. Other relevant guidance documents are available such as the Historic 
Environment Scotland: Inform guidance series and the Forestry Commission Research: Best Practice Guidance 
series. 

Updating the Conservation Strategy 
With time, the conservation status, pressures and issues for historic designed landscapes and  gardens in the 
Falkirk area will change. This Conservation Strategy has been written based on issues identified during 
workshops held in 2018, although it is likely that priorities will change in the future. The Conservation 
Strategy will be more useful if it can be maintained by local communities or friends groups as a living 
document, and not just gather dust on a shelf. It is therefore recommended that the strategy is updated 
occasionally, for example every 5-10 years, to ensure that it remains relevant and useful.  

There are various ways in which updates could be done, including editing the text, maintaining it as a live 
web-based document, or preparing updated material as an addendum to the existing document. What would 
be ideal would be: 

x updates to the baseline to reflect changes in the landscape that affect conservation status or needs 
within the Falkirk area sites; 

x updates to conservation and management issues and priorities as a result of changes in pressures on 
the designed landscapes; and 

x changes as a result of political and economic circumstances including housing supply, 
industrial/economic development as well as environmental pressures as a result of climate change, and 
other pressures that may yet arise. These pressures will apply to all landscapes and not just historic 
designed landscapes, but may have particular bearing on some sites; and  

x changes in opportunities such as funding and other resources (although grants tend to change quite 
rapidly); 

x circulating or advertising the updates to landowners, land managers, agents and factors, local interest 
groups, and Friends groups. 

  

                                                 
23 Historic Environment Scotland. 2016. Managing Change in the Historic Environment: Gardens and Designed Landscapes 
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Appendices 
Appendix 1: Method and Approach 
The method for the study sets out the approach to collating existing material, gathering volunteers, outline 
content/itineraries for workshops, and the initial approach to structuring the Conservation Strategy (CS) and 
Conservation Guidance Notes for Landowners (LCGN). 

Desk based review and collation of key conservation needs for historic landscapes concentrated on existing 
resources, including the Inventory and the GG1 reports, but also conservation management plans prepared 
for individual assets within the study areas, where available. Some field visits were made to key sites that 
members of the team were not familiar with, in order to assist with the understanding of the assets. 

A volunteer working group was gathered, drawing upon a wide range of stakeholders, including the GG1 
volunteer group who had the experience of conservation recording, and had been trained through GG1 to 
identify key conservation needs. Stakeholder volunteers were also drawn from amongst landowners, local 
interest groups, statutory consultee bodies and Falkirk Council planning and Historic Environment Scotland 
officers. The volunteers were invited to attend three half-day workshops over the course of the project, and to 
engage with the development to the CS and LCGN documents through these workshops. 

x Workshop 1: an introduction to the project and its purpose, and a ‘SWOT’ analysis gathering information 
about the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats to the historic designed landscape resource 
within the Falkirk area. Discussion covered the scope of the project and identified a number of key 
management issues affecting designed landscapes in the area; 

x Workshop 2: Recap on the SWOT analysis, further findings of baseline review, and a review of the first 
draft conservation strategy looking at the outline structure and content, with discussion of issues 
highlighted in a series of prompt questions embedded in the draft text.  

x Workshop 3: Recap on the previous workshop, a review of second draft documents (conservation 
strategy and landowner conservation guidance notes). Discussion covered the overall purpose and 
future use of the documents, and how the strategy could be maintained as a living document. Discussion 
also covered advice on potential funding sources for conservation works, to form the basis of an 
additional LCGN.  

Following the workshops, the conservation strategy and landowner conservation guidance notes were 
finalized using comments from stakeholders that were provided during the workshops and as separate 
communications.  

 
Appendix 2: Map Sources 
x Roy's Military Survey of Scotland, 1757  
x Ordnance Survey six-inch (1st edition) 
x Ordnance Survey 25-inch (1st edition) 
x Ordnance Survey 25-inch map (2nd edition)  
x Ordnance Survey 25-inch (4th edition) 
x Aerial photographs taken in 1944-50. (Source: https//maps.nl.uk) 
x National Map Library website – a wide range of historic maps and a ‘side by side’ viewer 

(https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side) 
 

Appendix 3: Extant Features  
This appendix sets out the extant and lost features of Inventory and GG1 recorded designed landscapes 
within the Falkirk Council area.  Compiling the list has been undertaken as a desk top exercise, overlaying the 
Second Edition map series, dating from the late 19th century, with contemporary satellite imagery, using 
National Library of Scotland georeferenced maps 24.  The Inventory and GG1 reports were consulted when 
                                                 
24 http://maps.nls.uk for georeferenced or ‘side-by-side’ historic maps. 
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compiling the list which also includes Kinneil House.  The use of the term ‘lost’ implies that there is no visible 
evidence above ground.    

A review of the Canmore database and the HES designations portal identified buildings of special 
architectural or historic interest (listed buildings), and scheduled monuments of national importance, which 
are highlighted in bold. Listed buildings are protected from development by the need for listed building 
consent through the planning system, for alterations, extensions, or other works including demolition.  
Scheduled Monuments are considered to be of national importance, and not the same as listed structures, 
with higher levels of protection. Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes sites are selected as 
nationally important landscapes. However, the inventory status does not have the same statutory protection 
as listed buildings and scheduled monuments, although the significance of the site has to be taken into 
account in the planning process. Further information on the protection afforded by designation can be found 
on the HES website 25. 

The table also lists the additional designed landscapes identified within the study area, for which there is no 
information from GG1 reports or the Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes. Further research into 
these landscapes, including existing features that occur within them, has been beyond the remit of this study 
but represents opportunities for trained GG1 volunteers. 

Table 2:  Elements of Designed Landscapes 

Extant features Lost features 

Airth Castle, Stirlingshire  

Castle A-listed 
Stables block B-listed 
Airth Old Church Chapel Ruin Schedule Monument 
Sundial B-listed 
East Drive Gateway B-listed 
Old cross B-listed 
Gardeners Cottage to west drive 
Walled garden (repurposed) 
Pow burn 
Pow burn bridge  
Terraces, steps and retaining walls  
Parkland 
Woodland 
Pleasure walks 
Parkland trees 

Mill lade 
Curling Pond 
Policy woodland 
Shelterbelts 
Tree roundel 
Orchard 

Callendar Park, Falkirk  

House A-listed 
Mausoleum A-listed 
Stables block Inc. Dovecot, Factor’s House, implement shed, 
cobbled yard and boundary walls B-listed 
Small bridge on south axis B-listed 
Sundial B-listed 
Glenbrae Lodge and Gates B-listed 
Gardener’s Cottage C-listed 
Policy walls C-listed 
Wellhead C-listed 
Kennels C-listed 
Dry bridge C-listed 
Walled Garden (repurposed) 
Ice House 

C16th tower house and moat 
Observatory 
Summerhouse 
Fish Pond in Walled Garden 
Glasshouse in Walled Garden 

                                                 
25 https://www.historicenvironment.scot/advice-and-support/listing-scheduling-and-designations/  
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Extant features Lost features 

Parkland 
Arboretum inc. Forrest Collection 
Lime avenue 
Parkland trees 
Canal (dry) 
Lake 
Boundary walls 

Camelon Cemetery, Falkirk  

Lodge (superintendents) house 
Fountain 
Ashlar masonry walls and metalwork (ornamental railings) 
Gate piers and metalwork (ornamental gates) 
Specimen trees (Monkey puzzle) 

Greenhouses/Glasshouses 

Carron House, Stirlingshire  

Carron House B-listed (ruin) 
Dovecot B-listed (ruin) 
West Lodge 
Walled Garden 
West Drive 
West drive entrance gate pillars 
Ashlar walls 
Tree roundel 
Policy woodland 
Riverside walk 

North Lodge 
North Drive 
South Drive 
Pleasure (Pansy) walk 
Specimen trees (Cherry, Mountain Ash, Tulip, 
Holly and Walnut) 
Kennels 
Boathouse 
Reservoir  
 

Carronvale House, Larbert  

House A-listed 
Stables 
North Lodge and drive 
East Lodge and drive 
Walled Garden (repurposed) 
Woodland 
Pleasure gardens 
Parkland trees 
Wellingtonia and Carronvale Yew 

Stenhouse sundial 
Glasshouse to Walled Garden 
Mill lade to feed Carron Iron Works 
 

Dollar Park/Arnotdale House, Falkirk  

Arnotdale House B-listed 
South Lodge 
Kiln Road Lodge 
Dovecot 
Bandstand in Walled Garden 
Walled Garden 
Ornamental fountain (circa. 1920’s) and bowl 
Kiln Road entrance gate pillars surmounted by wild goats 
(decapitated) 
Sundial 
War Memorial 
Chinese Lion sculptures 
 ‘Prodigal Son’ sculpture 
Sheila Mckechnie bust 
Cast iron columns (formerly Grahamston Railway Station) 
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Extant features Lost features 

Parkland trees 
Weeping cherry, beech and Wellingtonias   

Dunmore Park/The Pineapple, Stirlingshire  

The Pineapple A-listed 
House (partially demolished) B-listed 
Stables complex including Dovecot B-listed 
East Lodge B-listed 
The Parsonage B-listed 
Elphinstone Tower also referred to as Mausoleum (ruinous 
condition) C-listed 
Walled Garden 
Ice House 
Sundial (broken) 
Parkland 
Woodland 
Pleasure walks 
Wellingtonia avenue 

Windmill 
Hermits Cave 
Curling Pond 
Parkland trees 
Glasshouses to Walled Garden 
 

Glenbervie, Larbert   

House 
Stables block 
Walled Garden (repurposed) 
Ha-Ha 
Western Avenue 
Parkland 
Woodland 
Parkland trees 
Roundels 
Specimen trees Inc. Cargill’s thorn and Wallace’s oak 

Parkland trees (some) 

Kinneil House, Bo’ness  

Kinneil House A-listed 
Gill Burn footbridge A-listed 
West and East Gatepiers and boundary walls A-listed 
James Watt’s Cottage and Boiler House A-listed 
Duchess Anne Cottages Inc. boundary walls B-listed 
Kinneil House bridge C-listed 
Walled Garden (repurposed) C-listed 
Antonine Wall 
Roman Fortlet 
Well 
Gil Burn 
Reservoir 
Keepers Lodge 
Woodland 
Parkland trees 
Tree avenue to approach drive 
Belvedere (part) 

East Lodge 
Kennels 
Dovecot 
Summerhouse 
Kirk 
Curling pond 
Quarry 
Pit shaft 
Sun Dial to Walled Garden 

Larbert House, Larbert  

House B-listed 
Stables block (repurposed) 
Gate pillars (relocated) 

Main Drive Lodge 
South Lodge 
South Drive 
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Extant features Lost features 

Ice House 
Walled Garden (repurposed) 
Ha-Ha 
Woodland 
Parkland 
Pleasure Gardens 
Boating/curling pond 
Boundary walls 

South west Lodge 
South west drive (part) 
North Lodge 
North drive (part) 
Boathouse (reconstructed 2012 in new location) 
Roundels 
Parkland trees 

Muiravonside Country Park, Falkirk  

Dovecot C17th lectern B-listed 
East Drive and Gate Pillars 
Bowhouse Burn bridge 
Burial Ground and Chapel 
Saw Mill and Hydraulic Ram 
Limekiln 
Ironstone bore 
Drystone walls 
Pleasure walks 
Woodland 
Parkland  
Parkland trees 
Orchard 

House (footings) 
Gardener’s Cottage 
Curling Pond 
Mill Lade 
 

Parkhill House/Gray-Buchanan Park and Millfield House, 
Polmont, Falkirk 

 

House A-listed 
Dovecot B-listed 
West Lodge Gate Piers B-Listed 
West Lodge 
West drive 
Walled Garden 
Outer Walled Garden 
Pleasure walks 
Veteran/Specimen trees 
Policy woodland 
Parkland trees 
Polmont Burn 

Fountain 
Waterfall 
Bleaching Green 
Glasshouses to Walled Garden 
Ha-Ha 
Pleasure garden 
 

Powfoulis, Stirlingshire  

House B-listed 
Coach House and Stables B-listed 
Dovecot B-listed 
Lodge  
East Drive Gate pillars (dated 1688) 
Water tank 
Walled Garden 
Hot House chimney stack 
Policy walls (topped with coke oven stones) 
Statutory ‘boy holding a heavy ball’ inset into Kitchen Garden 
wall 
Parkland 
Pleasure Gardens 
Shelterbelt 

Glasshouse ranges 
Conservatory/Summerhouse 
Arboretum 
Orchard 
Roundels 
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Extant features Lost features 

South Bantaskine, Falkirk  

Bridges to East and West Drives 
South Drive 
Walled Garden 
Parkland 
Woodland 
Pleasure walks 
Specimen trees paired oaks to South Drive 
Shelterbelts 
Yew Glade to South Drive, Weeping Horse Chestnut in north 
parkland 

House (demolished 1950’s) 
Stables complex (demolished 1950’s) 
Dovecot (demolished 1970’s) 
East Lodge 
South Lodge 
Quarry Garden(s) 
Quarry pools 
Parkland trees 
 
  

Westquarter, Stirlingshire  

Dovecot dated 1647 (probably later) rectangular A-listed 
South west drive gate pillars 
Steps 
Walled Garden 
Woodland 
Pleasure walks 
Specimen trees Yew, Monkey Puzzle 

House 
Stables complex 
South west Lodge 
East Lodge 
Parkland 
Parkland trees 
Tree avenues 

Zetland Park, Grangemouth  

War Memorial B-listed 
Entrance Gates B-listed 
Fountain C-listed 
Bowling Green Pavilion 
Pavilion (1950’s) 
Paddling pool (disused) 
Rose garden 
Grange Burn 
Lime avenue 

Abbots Grange C13th (earthworks still 
discernible) 
Bandstand (1920’s) 
Swimming Pool 
Café/Aviary 
Sundial 

 

Appendix 4: Value and Cultural Significance  
The cultural significance for each of the Glorious Gardens (GG1) sites was assessed within the GG1 reports, 
using three characteristics, intrinsic, contextual and associative values, as set out by Historic Environment 
Scotland (HES) Policy Statement, 201626.   

The HES starting point for identifying gardens and designed landscape of national significance to include in 
the Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes is the definition of gardens and designed landscapes as 
"grounds consciously laid out for artistic effect”. Glorious Gardens, despite the name, took as its focus the 
policies of the house, or, in the case of public parks, the park in its entirety. The project looked at all of the 
components of the policies, not only “grounds consciously laid out for artistic effect”. As such, social, 
economic, cultural and technological/industrial values were considered as well as art-historical values. 
Research was also concerned with the contribution made by the policies to the local historical environment 
and aspects of their history that gave the estates regional or local significance.  

It was not the intention to compare the sites considered in GG1 with those in the inventory, given the different 
emphasis of the starting point. It is also important to note that the researchers were volunteers with little or 
no prior knowledge of historic landscapes, and data was collected without interpretation. Although the data 

                                                 
26 Historic Environment Scotland. 2016. Historic Environment Scotland Policy Statement 
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collected does fit with some of the inventory criteria, it was considered more appropriate for the aims of the 
project to use the criteria for cultural significance rather than the inventory criteria.  

Consideration of significance was requested by the stakeholders of the GG1 project (the Council and HES), 
and it was intended that if a site were considered to have the potential to be included in the Inventory, it 
would be brought to the attention of HES for further investigation.   

The three characteristics used to evaluate cultural significance for GG1 sites are described further below. 

Intrinsic characteristics are inherent within the landscape and/or its constituent parts, including: 

x Condition 
x Research potential 
x Length and legibility of its apparent developmental sequence 
x Original or subsequent functions 

Contextual characteristics relate to its place within the wider landscape, or body of existing knowledge, 
including: 

x Rarity of the designed landscape or any part of it, assessed against its regional and national context 
x Relationship to other, similar landscapes in the vicinity 
x Relationship of the designed landscape and its constituent parts to the wider landscape setting 

Associative characteristics include the historic, cultural and social influences that have affected the form and 
fabric of the designed landscape, and vice versa: 

x Aesthetics attributes 
x Significance in the national consciousness or to people who use or have used it, including descendants 
x Associations with historical, traditional or artistic characters or events 

For each of the GG1 sites, the reports rank the three characteristics as outstanding, high, some or little, and 
consider the significance in terms of local, regional, national or international significance.  

Table 3:  Significance of selected Falkirk area designed landscapes, as summarised in the GG1 reports   

Designed landscape Intrinsic Contextual Associative GG1 assessment of 
cultural significance 

Airth Castle, Stirlingshire some high high to 
outstanding 

High to outstanding 

Carronvale House, Larbert some low some regional 

Dollar Park/ Arnotdale House, 
Falkirk 

some some high local 

Glenbervie, Larbert some some  high local 

Larbert House, Larbert some some some local 

South Bantaskine, Falkirk some some some local 

Westquarter, Polmont, Falkirk some some high regional 

Powfoulis, Stirlingshire some some low local 

Muiravonside, Falkirk high little little Regional 

Zetland Park, Grangemouth high high high Regional 

 

The assessment of significance is designed to help in establishing why a place or feature is considered to be 
of importance and why it is valued.  The GG1 report authors recognise that this can be a subjective exercise, 
reflecting the moment in history when the assessment was made, and the knowledge of the site at the time.  
This means that the assessment of significance has the potential to change as the knowledge and 
understanding of the site increases, as ideas or values change, or because of alterations to the place or a 
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feature, including changes in condition. For example, a site may have ‘some’ intrinsic value due to the 
degraded condition of the physical features, and other ‘lost’ features.  However, if the site’s contextual and 
associative values are high, these might raise the cultural significance. Whilst it should be recognised that 
the levels of significance are somewhat subjective and dependent on availability of information as well as 
site condition, they form a valuable starting point for comparative studies. 

The evaluation process adopted during the GG1 process was commented upon by consultees during the GG2 
process, as it did not follow the recognised criteria for determining whether a garden or designed landscape 
is of ‘National Importance’ for inclusion in the Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes held by HES. 
However, as noted above, the emphasis of GG1 was different from the intentions of the Inventory, and the 
decision was made to use the cultural heritage criteria instead of those for the Inventory. 










