SCOTLAND’S

HERITAGE

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage
Eleventh Annual General Meeting, Saturday 18 October 2025
at The River Room, Pitlochry Festival Theatre, Port Na Craig, Pitlochry, PH16 5DR

1. Welcome and Apologies
Bob welcomed everyone to the AGM at the Pitlochry Festival Theatre, the eleventh for
SGLH.

Present:
Board members: Matt Benians, chair; Bob Luther, treasurer and acting secretary, Marilyn
Brown, Christopher Dingwall, Fiona Gordon, Judy Riley, Hannah Tweedie.

Members: Alison Allighan, Jane Armstrong, Anna Buxton, Lesley Cumming, Adam
Cumming, Paul Harding, Jean Harthill, Sarah Hunt, Helen McMeekin, Janice Reid, Marion
Shawcross (minutes), Graham Shawcross, David Simpson, Simon Stuart, John West.

Apologies:

Patricia Andrew, Chloe Bennett, Michael Bradnam, Ross Burgess, Peter Burman, Jane
Butters, John Butters, Beatrice Dower, Peter Fitch, Adam Gillingham, Carol Jefferson-
Davies, Lesley Kerr, Morna Knottenbelt, David Lockhart, Deborah Mackay, Fiona
MacKelvie, Jacquetta Menzies, Peter Metcalfe, Barbara Morris, Shona Munro, Sheila Sim,
Freyda Taylor, Claire Wallace, Doreen Wilson.

Proxies:
Carol Jefferson-Davies, Shona Munro.

2. Election of a Chair for the meeting

John West proposed, and Alison Allighan seconded, the election of Matt Benians as Chair
for the meeting.

3. Report and accounts for the year ended 31 December 2024

Chair’s Report

Matt Benians illustrated the achievements during the year 2024-2025 with a PowerPoint
Presentation showing the main activites of the year:



Conservation Advisor:

SGLH provides independent advice on Inventory and non-Inventory sites when requested
by local planning authorities, Scottish Forestry and occasionally the Scottish Government,
companies and private individuals.

Since the last AGM SGLH has responded to:
e There were 4 enquiries from local authorities, down from last year’s figure of 7. The

enquiries concerned planning applications where proposals encroached on
designed landscapes.

e The Scottish Forestry Commission made 14 enquiries, mostly concerning felling
and forest management plans.

e There were 5 other enquiries from private companies or individuals.

Events 2024 -2025

Visits

e Pomology Day
A very successful Pomology Study Day was held at Megginch Castle on 26 October
2024. There were 5 specialist talks focussing on historic orchards and fruit growing
in Scotland, and guided walks of the Megginch gardens. Many thanks go to
Catherine Drummond for being a generous host and to SGLH members Christopher
Dingwall and Rory Pyper for coming up with the idea of the event in the first place.

e Drumlanrig
This stimulating day included a visit to the castle dating from the 17t" century, a
tour of the gardens with one of the head gardeners and a session in the archives.

AHSS/SGLH Joint Lecture

This year’s AHSS/SGLH Joint Lecture was held on Monday 11th November 2024 at
Augustine United Church on George Fourth Bridge. Professor David Munro’s subject was
‘Drumlanrig: the making of a ducal landscape’.

GGEL recording project:
Matt reported on the progress of the GGEL project:
e 21 completed reports including statements of significance (SoS)

e 6 reports with Bea Dower, MVGLA for SoS
e 3reports in progress with volunteers
e one report awaiting editing

He summarised that the recording project was going very well.



The Pleasaunce
Issue no. 12 of The Pleasaunce was published in winter 2024.

Judy Riley, the editor, said that the next issue of The Pleasaunce, based on the theme
‘Walled Gardens’, will be a bumper issue. She will be standing down as editor in 2027 and
Fiona Gordon will be joining her as subeditor in 2026 in anticipation of taking over as editor
in 2027.

E-Newsletter
The latest newsletter was published in Spring/Summer, and a further edition is due in
Autumn/Winter. Thanks to Hannah and David for preparing the E-Newsletter.

Website

Matt reminded everyone to check the website for forthcoming events and to look at the
resources section. This includes past editions of The Pleasaunce, GG Guidance notes and
conservation responses.

Forthcoming events

AHSS/SGLH Joint Lecture
This year’s AHSS/SGLH Joint Lecture, on Monday 10 November, will be given by Professor
Aonghus MacKechnie, on ‘If a landscape ‘speaks’, can we hear it?’

Visits
e Wednesday 18 February visit to RBGE library, details to be confirmed

e Saturday 16 June visit to Dunira, to see the restoration of a Thomas Mawson
garden

4. Accounts
Bob introduced the annual accounts. Key points from the 2024 accounts! were:

e Total income £11,635 (£26,586), including £1,076 (£20,645) of restricted (grant)
funds and £10,559 (£5,941) from subscriptions and other non-restricted sources.

e Total expenditure £14,541 (£13,461), including £8,925 (£6,980) on GGEL project and
£5,616 (£6,481) on regular activities.

¢ Current balance of main account £5,728 (£5,456).

e Current balance of Vanessa Stephen Conservation Fund £11,336.20 (£8,620.20).

e Current balance of GGEL Project account £0.01 (£5,570.45). Additional ELC funding of
£9,000, making a total of £30,000 for the project, expected before the end of
October. Project now ends on 31 March 2027.

12023 figures are shown in red.



e Bank charges relate to Stripe commission.
¢ Pomology event generated a net income of >£900.

The current membership stands at 166 (146), including 35 (34) life members, 117 (102)
annual members, three (one) corporate member and 11 (nine) students.

Bob summarised that overall 2024 — 2025 had been a good year financially for SGLH.

5. Elections of Trustees

a. Re-election of trustees

Three existing trustees were standing for re-election. Matt Benians was proposed by
Christopher Dingwall and seconded by Alison Allighan; Christopher Dingwall was proposed
by Simon Stuart and seconded by Marilyn Brown; and Hannah Tweedie was proposed by
Judy Riley and and seconded by John West.

b. Other nominations

Matt Benians reported that Chris Alcorn, one of the volunteers engaged in the GGEL
project had indicated his willingness to serve as a Board Trustee. Chris Alcorn was duly
proposed by Judy Riley and seconded by Fiona Gordon, to serve as the ninth trustee on
the Board for a period of one year (renewable).

6. Any Other Competent Business

Christopher Dingwall introduced Helen McMeekin, a member attending the meeting, and
her work in Glasgow with ‘relict’ garden sites. Helen shared some information about her
interesting project. Christopher said that he has knowledge of some sites from 1990s when
he was Conservation Officer to the Garden History Society Scotland, the forerunner of
SGLH.

Matt raised the issue that, due to pressure of work, he can no longer continue in the role
of Chair, and has reluctantly stood down. Bob thanked him for his valuable work for SGLH

and wished him well. A search for a new chair is underway.

It was also reported that Sarah Barron had resigned due to other commitments. Thanks
were expressed to Sarah for her work for SGLH over the years.

The AGM was formally closed at 12.40 pm .

After lunch, members visited the Explorers Garden in Pitlochry.
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