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EAST LOTHIAN SURVEY OF GARDENS & DESIGNED
LANDSCAPES
RECORDING FORM

A. GENERAL smmmwnmw ' _ ety

SITE NAME:
The Manor House Inveresk

ALTERNATIVE NAMES OR SPELLINGS:
Earliest name not known. Known as The Manor House from 1845
Manor Lodge (on OS six-inch 1*' Edition 1843-1882 map)

ADDRESS AND POSTCODE:
The Manor House, 18 Inveresk Village EH21 7TE

GRID REFERENCE:
NT 348 719

LOCAL AUTHORITY::
East Lothian Council

PARISH:
Inveresk Parish

INCLUDED IN AN INVENTORY OF GARDENS & DESIGNED LANDSCAPES IN
SCOTLAND: NO

TYPE OF SITE:
Private Garden

SITE OWNERSHIP & CONTACT:
In private ownership

SIZE IN HECTARES OR ACRES:
Approx S Acres




PUBLIC ACCESS ARRANGEMENTS/OPENING TIMES :
None

NATIONAL & LOCAL AUTHORITY DESIGNATIONS:
Conservation Area. See Inveresk Conservation Area Character Appraisal
published by East Lothian Council March 2011

Within the area designated in the Inventory of Historic Battlefields, Scottish
Historic Environment Policy 2009

LISTED STRUCTURES:

Grade A Listed

The Manor House with East and West Pavilions, Doocot, Ice House, Retaining
Walls, Gates and Gate piers

See East Lothian District Inveresk Parish Statutory List for a full description of the
listed features of house and garden

B. HISTORICAL SURVEY INFORMATION: MAPPED
_DOCUMENTARY & PUBLISHED SOURCES

MAPPED SOURCES:

MAPS

National Library of Scotland
John Laurie — A plan of Edinburgh and places adjacent 1766

Map of the county of Edinburgh 1828 Christopher Greenwood William Fowler T
Sharp

James Hay Map of Musselburgh 1824

John Thomson’s Atlas of Scotland, 1832

OS Town Plan of Musselburgh Sheet 12 1:1056 1853, and 1893 sheets IV.11.14 and
IV.11.19

OS Six-inch 1* edition 1843 — 1882

OS Map Edinburghshire, Sheet 7 1854

OS 1:2500 Edinburghshire Sheet I'V.IT 1895

OS 25” Edinburghshire Sheet 004.11 1908 and 1914

OS Six-inch 2™ and later editions, Edinburghshire Sheet IV SE, 1892-1960

OS National Grid Map NT 36/3471 NE 1948 Scale 1:1250

PRIMARY & DOCUMENTARY SOURCES:
Measured drawings of the Manor House, dated 1942/ 43 showing the Victorian
extensions, and the Wauchope Tower are lodged with RCAHMS

Drawings by Michael Laird and Partners, Architects 1974 — in the possession of the
More Gordon Family.
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HISTORICAL ILLUSTRATIONS & PICTORIAL SOURCES:

Newspaper cutting’

Photograph dated 3 June 1950 showing former rose garden — John Gray Centre
ref. NMB11 140 (see scanned image)

Aerial photograph

In the possession of the More Gordon family, dated between 1975 and 1999 (the
photograph is taken after the remedial works of 1975, and the division of the
property and shows the former steps at the rear elevation of the main house, which
were replaced in 1999) (see scanned image)

Aerial Photographs

Web-site:- scotlandsplaces.gov.uk

2 records of the Manor House Doocot dated 11 June 2008 No.262048

3 records of the doocot dated 26 April 2011

7 aerial photographs centered on the Manor House dated 27" September 2012
Nos 1311386 — 93 (note - these show the paddock flooded)

Photographs
Photograph showing John Bartholomew with John Hunt, Edmund Hilary on the

front steps of the Manor House (undated) (see scanned image)
Photograph showing the village street and the Manor House prior to the re-siting of
the gate piers from the Lodge House to the present position, about 1974/5 (see

scanned image)

Composite photograph from the Manor House looking onto the front wall, showing
the potential position of the re-sited gate piers marked out on the ground, prior to
the works being carried out, about 1974/5. (see scanned image)

Postcard of the rear view of the Manor House showing a fruit and vegetable patch
in the paddock area of the property. Undated, but cultivation in this area is
indicated on OS Maps from 1854 onwards (see scanned image)

Christmas card from the Bartholomew family dated 1940 (see scanned image)
Christmas card from Dr and Mrs Ian Bartholomew dated 1956 showing Manor
House from South with prominent tree brought down in a gale shortly after (see

scanned image)
All in the possession of the More Gordon family.

SCRAN - Web-site:- scran.ac.uk
Images of the Manor House, including 1 of the garden entitled ”Part of the garden

with the house overlooking them” (no date indicated)




BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PUBLISHED SOURCES:

National Library of Scotland Ref. MS 3812 Folio 5. A draft manuscript
advertisement (eighteenth century) of the house of Archibald Shiells at Inveresk
Extract from The Edinburgh Advertiser April 21° 1778 Detailing house to let and
containing a good description of house and grounds. (Original document in the
possession of Mrs More-Gordon) - see scanned images.

Groomes Gazetteer of Scotland 2" Edition 1896 page 1296

Adamson, Rev. Sidney, St Michael’s Kirk at Inveresk item by George Burnet on the
village of Inveresk. Royal Edition 1963

Burnet, Jane, A Reason for Inveresk, a Scrapbook of History pages 101-108 1999
Burnet, George, St Michael’s Church at Inveresk
Cornforth, John, Inveresk Midlothian Country Life pages 210-13 July 28" 1977

McWilliam,Colin, Lothian: The Buildings of Scotland Editor in Chief: Nicholas
Pevsner page 266. 1978

Oxford Dictionary of National Biography Volume 4 (Bartholomew Family)

Paterson, James, The Regality of Musselburgh 1857 (Reference to Lady Mary
Oswald) page 173

D PRINCIPAL PERIODS OF DEVELOPMENT:

1748

The Manor House was completed in 1748, The “Italianate’ terraced layout of the
grounds is clearly shown on Edinburghshire OS Map 6” 1* edition published 1854.

The ground formation and terraced layout has not changed substantially since that
date.

1853 map

Rose garden below the terracing diagrammatically shown as established, on OS ma p
Town Plan of Musselburgh, Sheet 12, (dated1853) Shows steps to west of terrace.
This also shows that the Lodge has been built with a treed driveway, approaching
the house from the west. Shows vegetable garden laid out in plots with trees
(possibly orchard) and a glasshouse. Further (assumed) cultivated plot along
southern face of wall dividing the garden from the paddock, with pump position.
Also shows drying green screened from main garden, at back of east pavilion.
Victorian cast iron drying poles still in position

1893 map

Topiary shown at bottom of rose garden ( Buxus auria marginata, flanked by holly)
These are still in position. Walls to rose garden shown.
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PRINCIPAL ARCHITECTS/DESIGNERS ASSOCIATED WITH SITE:
17" C pavilions possibly James Smith (died 1731)

The Manor House was completed 1748, possibly designed by Thomas Mylne (died
1763) References — John Cornforth Country Life Article 1977

Work carried out by the More Gordons. In 1974 Michael Laird and Partners,
Architects were appointed to handle the works. An improvement grant from the
Historic Buildings Council for Scotland was applied for and the grant application
was based on their report. The grant work consisted of “ the restoration of the main
house, pavilions and garage, making good gable elevations after the demolition of
the Victorian extensions; re-siting of gate piers, and restoration of boundary walls”
The works were carried out in 1975. At this point the Manor Lodge was extended,
and the garden was divided into two separate properties and sold, in order to fund
the restoration of the Manor House. The gate piers were re-sited from the Manor
Lodge entrance to the front entrance of the Manor House, and new gates were
erected. A more modest entrance to the Manor Lodge was formed. The Victorian
extensions were demolished, (the Wauchope Tower was retained) but the curved
wall connecting the east pavilion to the house was retained and restored.

Historic Buildings Report, and Architects’ drawings for the Lodge extension, the
gate piers and gates, are in the possession of the More Gordon family.

Repair of the Garden Pavilion (the east pavilion) 1987 Architect — BG Cullen.
Conversion of the Manor House basement to a separate dwelling in 2000 for family

use. Marcus Dean Associates Architects. Documents and drawings in the possession
of the More Gordon family.

ORAL RECORDS/REMINISCENSES
Oral record of conversations with Marianne More Gordon.




C. SITE SURVEY

ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

PRINCIPAL HOUSE OR BUILDING:

The Manor House is Grade A listed. Random rubble fagade (possibly once harled)
with rusticated quoin stones. 3 bay (3 storey and basement) centre section set
forward with central pedimented Gibbs-surround door and stone staircase. Main
pediment showing date 1748 with elaborate monogram of initials of Archibald
Shield (or Shiels), and mounted on either side with stone urns/vases. 2 bay flanking
walls to match (7 bays in all). 12 light sash windows keystoned.

19" century additions — stair tower (known as the Wauchope Tower) in coursed
stone with dressed quoins and two inscribed tablets with Biblical quotations (see
notes to photographs) Further Victorian additions on north west side of the main
house were demolished in the 1975 restorations. Curved random rubble 18" century
flanking wall at ground level connecting the house with the east pavilion; this wall
had to be re-instated in 1975. A matching curved wall occurs on the 1824 James Hay
map, but is no longer present on the first OS 1854 map. Grey slate roofs

OFFICES:

East pavilion circa 1700 pre-dates the main house. Random rubble with grey slate
ogee roof.

West pavilion circa 1700, similar in shape to east pavilion, with slated ogee roof,
now harled in white render. The west pavilion and attached stabling, known as the
coachman’s house, was once a cottage on the village street, incorporated into the
pavilion when the Manor House was built.

HOME FARM OR MAINS: None

BOUNDARIES:

Front and side boundary walls random rubble in varying heights from 2 — 3m. Wall
between lower garden and paddock, half in coursed red brick with stone cope, then

random rubble. Stone walls enclosing outer sides of paddock.

Manor House Lodge grounds consist of the original vegetable garden, and are now

divided from the main gardens by a holly hedge boundary. (divided into a separate

property in about 1975)

GATES/GATE LODGES:
19'" century Lodge at west end of the site. Wrought iron double gates (1975) with
plain stone piers opening onto Inveresk Village street. Manor House Lodge enlarged
in 1970s and gates altered. The estate was then split into the two properties.

Main 19" century gate piers to the Manor House re-instated from Manor House
Lodge position to main entrance centered on the house. (probably the original
position of the main entrance in 18thC - see James Hay map) Fine coursed stone
piers 19" century, with original stone urns. Wrought iron main gates and side gate
(1975). Right hand pier inscribed “The Manor House”
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GARDEN BUILDINGS:
Doocot at south corner with pyramidal roof 17 Century with 18" century

additions.
Byre in random rubble18th or19" century.
Ice-house mid 18™ century with earth mound, stone walls and stone steps

Timber summer house 2012

CONSERVATORIES/FERNERIES:

OS Map Musselburgh Town Plan dated 1853 Sheet 12 shows position of former
greenhouse/conservatory in the south west grounds of Manor House Lodge and
south facing lean-to glasshouse on the south side of the paddock wall. Removed by

1914

GARDEN STATUARY:

There is no indication of any historical garden statuary.

The More Gordon family have incorporated many pieces of modern statuary into
the garden, some with inscriptions. Tablet mounted on curved stone flanking wall
to front courtyard by Lida Kindersley, letter cutter, late 1990s inscribed “Qui hic
habitabant hunc locum amabant”

TERRACES

The garden is on a steep slope, and the general layout of the terraced topography

is indicated in a generalized way on ordnance survey maps from 1845 onwards. This
layout is unlikely to have changed substantially over the years.

Rear steps from house onto back lawn, wrought iron, designed by Phil Johnson of
Ratho Forge, late 20™ century.

Stone steps from back lawn to lower level path, repaired in concrete, with brick
edges and small piers.

Stone steps from lower path level to a lower garden

WALLED GARDENS:
Paddock with byre, Doorway to former vegetable garden (now in the grounds of

Manor House Lodge).

AVENUES, CARRIAGE DRIVES, ORNAMENTAL WALKS, SERVICE DRIVES::
There is 2 main pathway leading down the garden on the south east boundary,
which passes through a woodland area with fine trees and modern statuary down to
the lower level, and through a yew hedge. Beyond this at the lowest level is a
herbaceous border. This low path crosses the whole width of the garden, passing
through the formal garden and on into a woodland area with winding paths.
From the front courtyard of the house a winding driveway originally ran past the
west pavilion and stable block to the Manor House Lodge and exit gate (now a
separate property). This is still in place and winding paths lead off it through the
woodland area to the lowest level.

Refer to sketch plan for the garden layout, and position of significant trees.




ROCKERIES: None

WATER FEATURES:
Small ornamental circular pond in lower lawn (former rose garden) (probably laid

out in the 1950s, after the rose garden was replaplaced, but before ther More
Gordons took residence)

Stone trough with natural spring, on lower garden — see plan.

PLANTED ELEMENTS:

1. ORNAMENTAL GROUNDS

GRASSED AREAS:

The rear of the house opens onto a wide grassed lawn with stone steps leading to the
lower gardens.

A photograph dated 1950 indicates that the lower garden was laid out as a rose
garden. This is indicated on an ordnance survey map by a series of circular beds.
The present layout of the former rose garden now has a lawn divided by a central
paved path through a rose arbor, ending with a stone edged pond. A small break in
level leads onto a mainly grassed lower area, with island beds, and shrub borders.
This layout is indicated on the survey drawing. It was present in 1964 when the
More Gordons bought the property.

FLOWER BEDS :
Island beds in lawn, with simple planting of lavender and herbaceous plants, and

formal beds containing shaped shrubs. The lawn is surrounded by shrub borders.
Herbaceous border — see plan

SHRUBBERY INCLUDING HEDGES & TOPIARY:
Extensive clipped yew hedges, about 4m high

ORNAMENTAL TREE PLANTING :

See survey drawing with trees marked and named.

Castanea sativa (SC) Probably pre-dates house)

Various yew trees (Y)

Acer platanoides (NM) on upper lawn

Acer pseudoplatinus (S) various in number

Juglans regia (W) (19thC)

Row of 7 limes along inside of street wall (L)

Scots Pine (SP) believed to be that planted by Archibald Spens in 1840
Fagus sylvatica (B) in lower end of woodland garden

Aesculus hippocastanum (HC) in the Manor Lodge garden (possibly 19thC)
Row of 6 limes along east wall of paddock (L)

Row of sycamores between Lodge and stable along street wall (S)
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AVENUE PLANTING :

ANY OTHER ORNAMENTAL PLANTING FEATURE NOT COVERED ABOVE:

2. KITCHEN GARDENS AND ORCHARDS

KITCHEN GARDENS
Former vegetable garden, with holly hedge boundary (now in grounds of Manor

House Lodge)

ORCHARDS :
See below in Parkland

3. PARKLAND

GRASSED AREAS :

Paddock area floods regularly from the River Esk — the latest in July 2012.
Paddock variously used as orchard, and vegetable garden, with byre, and possible
pig -sties (now demolished).

Quercus robur (O)

Common lime (L)

Row of 6 limes along east wall of paddock (L)

Acer pseudoplatanus (S) lies on the main axis of the house

Holly (H) Castania sativa (SW) and Juglans regia (W) mature specimens

Fagus sylvatica (B) (“Churchill” beech planted as a sapling in 1965)

Remnants of fruit trees on south side of garden wall

Mature apple (AP)

Fraxinus ornus (A) planted on a small mound late 20" C Known as the “Manna

Ash”

5. VIEWS, VISTAS, BORROWED LANDSCAPE & PERIPHERAL
AREAS,

KEY VIEWS:
View of the Pentland Hills to the south west, from main rooms of the house
View of the Manor House from the River Esk walkway, across the paddock.

BORROWED LANDSCAPE :

PERIPHERAL AREAS :
High walled frontage to Inveresk Village street, with regularly planted lime trees.




GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON CURRENT CONDITION OR
CARE OF THE LANDSCAPE

Currently well maintained, with part time gardener.
Paddock occasionally let out for grazing by horses.

SURVEY DRAWINGS AND/OR PHOTOGRAPHS

Garden Plan — hand sketch

List of photographs see Notes on Manor House Garden Pictures, and Notes on
Manor House Trees

L

D. SUMMARY HISTORY OF THE SITE

1726 Archibald Shiels boughi 3 pfeces of land with tenements, and pr;)ceéded to
build the Manor House, which was completed in 1748.

The designer of the house was possibly Thomas Mylne (died 1763) according to
John Cornfield in an article in Country Life, July 28th 1977. He also asserts that
the two pavilions (from their style and detail) may pre-date the house and that
there may have been an earlier house on the site dated about 1700.

There is an undecipherable monogram on the pediment of the Manor House, along
with the date 1748. Possibly Archibald Shiells monogram.

The original title deeds are lost and there is sketchy knowledge of subsequent 18"
Century owners. Some are listed in “A Reason for Inveresk — A Scrapbook of
History” compiled by Jane Burnet and published in 1999, and are named as:-

George Burgess from 1753, Lady Amelia Halkett 1779-81, and Samuel Charters

and his wife Mrs Catherine Charters. (Mrs Charters stayed on as owner after her
husband’s death)

The James Hay Map of 1824 shows the owner of the land as Mrs Charteris

Further owners are named as Stuart Boune Inglis, Archibald Spens, and Archibald
Spens JR.

Lady Mary Kennedy bought the house in 1848 and lived there until her death in
1886, when the house passed to Lord Gilbert Kennedy.

In 1892 the house passed to the Misses Wauchope, who lived there until their
deaths.
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In 1928 the house was sold to Mr and Mrs J G Bartholomew.

In 1937 the house was inherited by their son, John Bartholomew (of
Bartholomew’s Maps)

In 1962 General Horatius Murray bought the house.

In 1964 the house was bought by Mr and Mrs H G More-Gordon, the current
owners.

Name: Frances Stevens

Signature: | o (. Cfttie oo

Dates of ground survey work: Summer, 2013 and 2014

Date research completed: November 2014
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Figure 2. James Hay map of Musselburgh 1824, detail

Figures 1 and 2 reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland
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Figure 3. Ordnance Survey Town Plan of Musselburgh 1893
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Figure 3 reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland




e

<~=I>»m 2mzor0142>w

wprIIX

OhO=—

*prROM THE MANOR HOUSE, INVERESK : WISHES OF COURAGE AND HOPE

gf- who playa fis music fo the

slars 0 alanJ{ng al your window

with his ﬂull. "

Tith Greetings from
The Manor Bouse,
Inberesk, 9.38.

Figure 4. Three Bartholomew Family Christmas cards dated from 1940-1956

Figure 4 reproduced by permission of the More Gordon family
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Figure 5. Newspaper cutting 1950 Garden Open Scheme

Figure 5. Reproduced by permission of the More Gordon family
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Figure 7. Postcard—rear view of garden from paddock, early 20th century

Figures 6 and 7 reproduced by permission of the More Gordon famlly



Photograph provided by Robert Bartholomew of his father and John Hunt nnd Edmund
Hilary and their wives, who were staying with the fiamily on a visit to Edinburgh (o attend &
lecture at the RSGS (Royal Scottish Geographical Society) The group are standing tn the
front steps of the Manor House and are named on the back of the photograph ay follows -

Minou Bartholomew
John Bartholomew
Lady Hunt Louise Hilary
Jotn Hunt Edmund Hilary

Figure 8. Photo of John Bartholomew, John Hunt and Edmund Hilary and their wives on the front
steps of the Manor House

Figure 9. Photo showing new gate position marked out on the ground prior to the works being
carried out, about 1974/5

Figures 8 and 9 reproduced by permission of the More Gordon family




Figure 10. Aerial photo dated between 1975 and 1999

Figure 10 reproduced by permission of the More Gordon family
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Figure 11, Site survey
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Photo 5. Rear elevation east pavilion &back of
wall with bee bole
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Photo 4. Wall tablet by Lida Kindersley, letter cutter,
late 1990's

Photo 6. East boundary wall, change of height,
outline of cottage




Photo 7. Garden Stair, by Phil Johnson of Ratho
Forge, 1990

Photo 11. Old Do’cot

Photo 8. Brick garden steps, pre 1962, on east side

Photo 10. Yew hedge

Photo 12. Enclosed border and garden wall. The
More Gordons constructed the top path along
the yew hedge
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Photo 15. Byre and old gate
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Photo 17. Yew trees on boundary to Kitchen
Garden
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Photo 14. Paddock wall—change from brick to
stone, towards south west corner

Photo 18. Woodland walk




Photo 19. The path made by the Bartholomew
boys for their grandfather who was in a

wheelchair towards the end of his life
lce house z2nutvrance e

Photo 21. Terracing and steps refaced and Photo 22. Brick path, rose arbours and peacock
stabilised with brick edge by the More Gordons sculpture

Photo 23. Round pond, Harry More Gordon Photo 24. General view, lower lawn north damp
border



Photo 25. Courtyard entrance to lower flat Photo 26. Sweet Chestnut (SC) possibly
(based on the foundations and walls of contemporary with the house
demolished Victorian extension)

Photo 27. Scots Pine (SP) possibly planted 1840’s  Photo 28. Oak tree (O) in paddock
by Colonel Spens |

Photo 29. Acer pseudoplatanus (S) in paddock Photo 30. Common Lime (L) with metal fence |
embedded at base
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Photo 31. Old apple tree in paddock
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1t agy ot thelc notes are ofteted in payment, 1t is rea
quieited they may be- flopt, fo that thole conceried i ab-
(tradting them may be <h(cbvcrcd and brought to pumifh-
mént,  Any information piven ‘concerniny the pareel” or
notes amifling, to Me! William C.lmphcll. wrifer to the |,
fignet, Edinburgh, . or to Maflrs. Surtces and Butdoh
Newral(lle, . will r'mm"l: gratefully acknow ledgeds ...._L
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To he TET and pollefled at Whitfurday rext, - !

A Larpe DWELLING HOUSE, in the village af
£ & Inverefr, on the fouth fide of the Hivh fireer, rw t(h
coach houie, flables, and other offiets, with remarkal: le
fide glrdcns pr')mg to the foueh, well fnrniihed witn’
fruit trecs, come to matarity of the beft tkinds’ planted:
on fouths walls, alfo, a large . dovgcote ‘and dovecote parks,
of {ixtScots acres ad]nmmg to the gacdeq, with-accets trofn’
thence .to fine walks-in. Inveretk huuph-on the river-fide;
and the privilege of fitting in the proprictors loft in th'
church of Inverclk, as the fame, are all at pretent pofé elled
hy Mrs. Mernziesof Cyldanrs, and very:fit to accommo-
date genteely alarge family,

As'alfo, alarge Barn: and Barn yard wirh a lavge ﬂa-
ble, hay loft gardner's houte, and another large garden.on
the north fide of faid High- {lreet, uppufitd to tuul d\\r..
ling-luufe,

Jobn Guilan, wnght’ at N’L\»hummg, or Juhn W JH\CI,
gavduer at Inveretk, will thow (ke pica.ites.  Fer furthes
particnlars, enquire ut Hury: Ganhrie, vriter in Fidina
hnrgh, who is empowered to treat of a ll ate, or even of a
fale of faid fubje@s, and of certuin mclofurcs in the ndi; 'h—
bourh-od, if required.~

ur

Tore S0ULD by punlu. vuh.m..ly tuup and fale, mrhllh
the hioufe.of Mi. Haddow vinu ery Lanavk, upon Tnef’v
day the 26th day of May next, ?n.r\\u.u the: hours. a!
twelve and two'mid day, - d ‘

Advertisement from Edinburgh Advertiser, 1778
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210 COUNTRY LIFE-JULY 28, 1977

INVERESK, MIDLOTHIAN

By JOHN CORNFORTH

Inveresk, which is éighl miles south east of Edinburgh, is a village mainly consisting of substantial 17th- and 18th-century houses.
The finest of them is the Manor House, dated 1748. The church iwas rebuilt in 1805 a1 the end of the ministry of Dr Alexander Carlyle.
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1—THE MANOR HOUSE. The monegram in the pediment is thought to be of Archibald Shiells. an Edinburgh fruit merchant

W= NCE  the north-bound
train from Kings Cross
to Edinburgh is through

Dunbar  there is o sense  of
heightened expectancy as  one
looks out for the hirst glimpse of
Arthur’s Seat, but there are other
rewards of landscape and architec-
ture on the way. Among them
is a fleeting glimpse of the sweep
of lInveresk with its line of
substantial houses on the ridge
above the river Esk and its
classical church steeple.  And if
later on one decides to explore
the country round LEdinburgh, it
becomes clear that Inveresk is a
village  of  probably  unique
character in Scotland, consisting
of a series of gentlemen’s houses
of unusual variety dating from
the 17th and 18th centuries, but
with a historv dating back to a
Roman cavalry fort

The dominant impression in
the single street is high stone
witlls piereed by handsome gate
piers and overhung by mature
trees (Iig 3), there being only one
group of cottages at its cast end
{Fig §) Between some of the
piers are solid wooden doors that
remain firmly shut against the
gaze of the curious, but other
houses, and now notably the
Manor House (Fig 1), play a
more generons role in the street-
scape  To walls, trees and the

2—HALKERSTON LODGE AND INVERESK LODGE. Twa late-17th-century: houses in contrasting  cuoaection af sardone - Invarssl

Article from Country Life magazine, 1977
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Inveresk Iodge, which

ardens and that at d )
ﬁclongs to the National Trust for Scotland, is

regularly open—are to be added unexpected
elemants of colour and contrasts of material, of
colour-wash and harling as well as stone, and
pantiles as well ns slites. 3

An nchre wash is apparently traditional
in Inveresk, but only Rosecourt; the second
louse of three bays might on the street in
Fig 4, is now flone in the correct medium that
wenthers fnta a painterly variety of tones light
andd darle.  Rosohill, e lnrger and nearer
neighbour in Fig 4, is painted yellow over a
modern roughened rendering; tlhe cottage
next to Rosecourt is an alien pink, and the
single-storey cottages beyond are harled white
with punt while the harling of the end
cottage, s t the right in TFig §, is a dark
brown | and the White House, which provides
a full stop for the street, is harled white and
has grey paint and grey slates. Thus even on
a dull day there is an uncxpected element of
light and variety in the street, but it is
regrettable that no way has been found of
keeping the old proper natural colour and
medinm going

However delightful the street and the
walks down tu and along the Esk it is not
satislactory just to consider Inveresk in
visual termas, or indeed in terms of the histories
of its individual houses and their owners, but
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3—THE VIEW EASTWARD PAST THE MANOR HOUSE. *“The dominant impression
in the single street is of high stone walls pierced by handsome gate piers”

4 and 5—EAST END OF THE STREET, WITH ROSEHILL AND HOUSES ON THE NORTH SIDE, AND (right) THE
WESTWARD VIEW SHOWING THE HARLED COTTAGES
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it turns out that the form of the settlement
poses questions that prove to be not at all
easy to answer, at least by architectural
historians, For instance, it is not clear how
Inveresk and Musselburgh were related in the
past, and how early they.formed with Fisher-
row ‘‘a Cluster of Towns, all built together
into one”, as they were described by Daniel
Defoe in the mid 1720s, and also why
Inveresk's own cottages became absorbed into
plots on which gentlemen built. Fragments of
cottages can be seen in the high walls on to the
strect, and in certain cases it is known when
they were bought up, but some parts of the
walls must be 19th century, dating from a
time when privacy and a curving drive were
thought essential to resprctability.

Totlay the street ks a synthesis of several

centuties, but the specinl qualities of Inveresk
were recognised in print as early as the mid

7—THE
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Gravel-Pits, or at Hampstead and Highgate'’

That there were opportunities to build
there is possibly partly explained by the
divided ownership of the parish of Inveresk,
which was always much larger than the village,
and the ring of large houses that encircle it.
To the north east lics Pinkie, to the south east
Carberry, to the south Dalkeith and to the
west Newhailes, to name only the four
principal ones. In the carly 18th century
Anne, Duchess of Buccleuch, then installed at
Dalkeith, became the principal landowner, but
before ler the Colts had been the chiefl [amily
in the village for 100 years. The Rev. Adam
Colt established them at Inveresk House, and
later on other members of the family occupied
both Inveresk Lodge and the White Lodge,
as can be seen from their privately printed
history. They, however, never owned the
whote village, and its particular social character

STAG HUNT. A detail of anonymous mid-18th-century painted decoration

in the Manor House

18th ceatury. In lis History of Idinburgh
published in 1753, Maitland wrote of it as
“the beautiful village of /nveresk, whiclh, from
its Situation, Houses, and Salubrity of Air, is
justly reckoned the finest village and most
healthy place in Scollund™. 1t reputation
thus antedates the building of the New Town
of Edinburgh, and its situation on a hill
facing south over the rich valley of the Esk,
with the river curving round the hill to reach
the sea at Musselburgh, must have made it
scem a remarkably healthy retreat from the
confined conditions of Auld Reekic. Indeed
Defoe was struck by this, and noted “Some
handsome Country Houses with Gardens, and
the Citizens of Edinburgh come out in the
Summer and take lodgings here for the Air,
thew frem  Jandon w4 Kensinvton

as o

must have been established before the end of
the 17th century

This is apparent at the east end where
there are three substantial houses as close
together as in a Victorian or neo-Georgian
suburb, Inveresk Lodge is the earliest of the
three, dating from the 1680s (Iig 2); next to
it is Halkerston Lodge, and to the west of the
latter at the Manor House two flanking
pavilions (Ifig 8) suggest that the present
house must have had a predecessor built about
1700, The group is a most remarkable one,
and particularly cffective when scen from the
meadows (Fig 6), and it would be fascinating
if detailed rescarch could sort out the precise
history of all the sites and reveal how carly
Inveresk became a favourite place for Edin-
hureli lawvers amnd merchants Eskerove. for

instance, belonged to a judge, Sir David Rae,
who became Lord Eskgrove, and the \White
House to another judge, Lord Easdale who
died in 1751; Oak Lodge was the home of a
Leith merchant, Alexander Ainslie, and the
Manor House was also a merchant’s house.
The dominant personality in 18th-century
Inveresk though was neither a lawyer nor a
lord, but Dr Alexander Carlyle, *Jupiter”
Carlyle as he was called by Sir Walter Scott,
who was Minister at St Michael's from 1748
until his death in 1805. In his classic Aulo-
biography he had some trenchant things to
say about some of his parishioners, but' he
never set out to give a picture of the village
as he saw it, except in the more formal
context of The Statistical Account of Scolland
published in the 1790s, and many inhabitants
are not mentioned at all.  Evidently he

disapproved of the increasing popularity of

8—ONE OF THE FLANKING PAVILIONS
AT THE MANOR HOUSE, ABOUT 1700

the place for e wrote: *With so many resident
Families of Distinction, my Situation was
Envied as superior to most Clergymen, for
Good Company and agreeable Society. And
so it was at that period, preferable to what it
has often been since, when the Number of
Genteel Families were Doubled, or Tripled as
they have long been."” )

Among the people Dr Carlyle did not
notice was Archibald Shields or Shiells, whose
initials I take to De worked into the
indecipherable monogram on the pediment of
the Manor House together with the date 1748,
By working backwards from the death in
1787 of his son and namesake, leaving a sister
as his heir, it seems that tlic clder Shiells was
the son of a gardener from Keith and that he
marricd Barbara Sinclair in 1708, He was
described as a gardener when lie was admitted
i hurpess of Edinburgh in 1714, and he must
T praspored beciinse when he died in his
75th year in 1752, lw was referred to as a
considlesnble dealer in fruits and one of the
greatest heritors in the City of Edinburgh.
His son was described as a merchant when he
married in 1753, but by the time he died he
scems to have given up trade, because he is
just called portioner in Inveresk.

This is all too sketchy and it is not known
when the clder Shiells appeared in the village
or what kind of louse, if any, he found on the
site. The pavilions, as was suggested carlier,
antedatc his time, and both the line of their
roofs and the pattern of their lead flashing
recall the style of James Smith (died 1731)
and his work about 1700, the Aashing evidently
being a hallmark of his drawings (see H. M.
Colvin's article in Archifectural History, 1974).
Smith married the daughter of Robert Myline,
Master Mason to the Crown of Scotland, and
he was not only involved in the building of
Holyrood, where Mylne worked under Bruce,
and at Drumlanriz, but he plaved a major
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role ot Hamilton Paliwe, Yester m

and Dalkeith Palave. In 1686 he
acquired Whitehill ranameil New-
Im:llm by the Dalrymples ol
Itivercsk, fnd this increased the
temptation to link his nome with
the Tnveresk pavilions,  Whether
the presont house incorporaies
foundations or fabrie of o building
of about 1700 is not known.
Recently it was suggested

that its designer was Thomas S
Mylne (diet 1763), once ot the § ;
lesser members of that yreat e
dynasty of Scottish  master
masons and architects, after Mr
Colvin discovered that he gave
evidence in \William Adam’s case
against Lord Braco in 1743, a_n(l
that he stated he had on occasion
designed  houses  for  others
to build, mentioning houses in  Inveresk
and  Tisherrow It was this that led
to the suggestion that the Manor House could
be the place referred 1o, but the date 1748
argues against that. On the other hand there
is still the possibility of another house surviv-
ing in (he village being to his design.  Also
Mr Colin McWilliam was informed that hie, or at
Tcast a Thomas Mylne was the owner of Eskhill
in 1710, the vear that his grandfather, Robert
Mvlne of Balfargie, also dicd in the village

T ARl the parade aspeet of the house is
concentrated on the north side of the house
facing the street, and recent restoration to
their original position of the piers with their
splendid 18th-century vases has meant that
the house now takes its rightful place as the
principal feature in the street. The tree on
the left hides a single-bay extension carelully
added on in the 19th century, all that remains
of considerable additions that have now been
removed. The result is that nothing distracts
from the handsome design, but it is also a
puzzling elevation and, despite the date and
monogram, some  lake the wview that the
frontispiece was added on 1o an existing
building, The frontispicece honses the staircase,
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9—A PLAN OF INVERESK WITH THE MAIN HOUSES

which is constructed of stone thronghout and
takes up the right-hand bay, serving a spinal
corridor on both the upper fluors.  The
pliacings of the staircase and its construction
both suggest a date before the late 1740s, but,
if 1t s old fashioned, at least it enabled
Shiclls to have three rooms on the south side
of the house to enjov the view, The decoration
is little help as to date: several of the rooms
are panelled, but the most interesting feature,
the painting of the top corridor, could ate
from shorthy after 1748.

The top Nights of staivs are bencath an
L-shaped coved caling decorated with shells,
an cagle and scrolls, and thev lewd into the
corridor which is  completely  painted  in
wrisaille, now much discoloured, with scenes
of hunting framed in tromp Foerl mouldings,
and with overdoors and a dado that tones well
with the grmming of all the woodwork (liy 7).
Apparently there are no obvious parallels to
this scheme in Seotland.

After Archibuld Shiells died there may
hiave been a thought of selling the house
because a draft advertisement in MS survives
in the National Library of Scotland, and with
it in the same book are two letters to his son

10—ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH. It was designed by Robert Nesbit in 1802 and his
stoenle added in 1805-10

at Inveresk, dated 1761 and 1782, from
George Richardsonin Rome with James Adam
In the second letter he complained about
James Adam’s meanness (o him, particularly
in promising him clothes of silk and cotton
and buving wstead a very coarse woollen
stuff worn by the lowest tradesmen™ and of
breachies with material “fitter to make sackes
Lo hold carn™.

When the Shiclls left Inveresk is not
Iknown, and by the time the next recorded
owner of the house, Lt-Col. Archibakl Spens,
dicdd in 1845, the house was called by its
present English-soundinog name. The sucees-
sion of funilies tere and in the other houses
is too complicated to embark on here, and
only a feature here and there can be men-
tioned Irrom an architectural point of view
Halkerston Lodge is the most extraordinary of
the houses becanse of its huge roof designed as
a pyramid with a central chimneystack and
two mare at the sides, No Scottish comparisons
come o mind, and it 15 conceivable that the
inspirtation for the desivn anay have been
Duteh, o more important influence in Scotland
than is often realised. =ome hold that the
house was built. before 1630, but it seemns
more lkely that it dates from the end of the
century, probably coming alter a start was
made on Iuveresk  Lodue, o conservative
concept of an L-shaped house with traditional
crow-stepped gabies

Further west ap the street lie the honses
that retreat from sight and contribute to the
villkige mainly thromeh their walls and trees
However, the street eads on a e note with
the steeple o St Alichael’s Church,  the
building that veplaced the old chareh that
Dr Carlvle used throughout most of his long
ministry and that was designed in 1802 and
completed shortly after the death of the
minister in 1803, The architecl and builder
was Robert Nisbet, a nason from Newbiggin,
Mussclburgh, and apparently no connection
of James Nesbit of Kelso, and the best part
of the design s the delicate steeple, added in
180510, which contrasts with the somewhat
lumpish character of the church, whicly was
not improved when extended and rearranged
internally in the late 19th century

There is great pride not only in the
church and 1ts setting but in the village as a
wihgle, and that this is so is in targe part duc
to the vigilance of the Preservation Society
and its influence and also to the support of
the National Trust for Scotland throupgh its
ownership of Inveresk Lodge  This was an
important alliance before the daws of con-
servalion arcas and, sadly, probably ahnost
as important after their designation. However,
as T said carlier, much of the history of the
place that underlies what one sees remains to
be worked out, and, while Mr George Burnet
has written uselul notes based on work on
surviving deeds, they do not claim to be
complete, Counscquently it is {frustrating that
what is widely regarded as o special place in
Scotland  shoukd present one with such o
series of big qurestion marks

Hiwstrations : 1, 8 and 10, fonathan Gibson
9 National Momoments Record of Scotland
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THE MANOR HOUSE INVERESK

ORAL RECORDS

Conversations with Marianne More Gordon 2013/14

About the trees

Commenting on the newspaper cutting of the rose garden dated 1950, Marianne said that to the left of the
picture there is a very large elm tree — apparently the largest tree in the village. This tree had to be taken down
due to Dutch elm disease. To the right of the picture the large tree is a walnut tree. This came down in a gale

when the Bartholomew family were living there.

There is a Scots pine in the garden thought to have been planted by Colonel Spens (he is reputed to have
planted a Scots pine in all the gardens he owned over the years)

The More Gordons moved a sapling beech from the main garden to the paddock in 1965. This is known as the
Churchill beech, as it was moved the year Churchill died.

Jane Burnet gave them a manna ash tree, which is planted in the paddock.

Marianne recalls that Harry showed a well-known gardener around the garden, who commented that the garden
was laid out in “the Italian Style”

The rose garden

Marianne recalls that there was a sepia coloured postcard of the rose garden, but this has not been found to
date.

The garden was opened to the public under the Scotland Garden Scheme, in 1950, and has been opened from
time to time subsequently.

The Wauchopes

Elizabeth Wauchope, who lived in the Manor House until her death in 1928, was neurotic about her personal
security

She had lead-lined shutters installed, and a locking system in her bedroom that only she could open from the
inside!
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