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A. GENERAL SITE INFORMATION _.

SITE NAME:
Keith Marischal

ALTERNATIVE NAMES OR SPELLINGS:

Keith Maraschal (J Adair 1682)

Keith Marshall (A Armstrong 1700-1794)(1824 T Sharp,C Greenwood and W Fowler)
Keth Marshall (Herman Moll 1745 County Maps)

Keith Marfall (1799 William Forrest)

Keith Marfhal (1821 John Ainslie)

Keith Marsal (1822)John Thomson)

ADDRESS AND POSTCODE:
Keith Marischal

Humbie
EH36 5PA

GRID REFERENCE:
NT449 645

LOCAL AUTHORITY:
East Lothian

PARISH:
Humbie

'INCLUDED IN AN INVENTORY OF GARDENS & DESIGNED LANDSCAPES IN
SCOTLAND:
NO

TYPE OF SITE:
Landscaped estate (private)

SITE OWNERSHIP & CONTACT:
In private ownership




SIZE IN HECTARES OR ACRES:
5.6 ha (Groome’s Gazetteer)13 acres

PUBLIC ACCESS ARRANGEMENTS/OPENING TIMES :
Not open to public
A number of footpaths through and around the site

NATIONAL & LOCAL AUTHORITY DESIGNATIONS:
Ancient woodland — woodland belts around perimeter of site.

LISTED STRUCTURES:

Keith Marischal House with garden wall and gatepiers B

Keith Marischal Home Steading with sheep pen and dovecot A
Keith Marischal House North Lodge B

Keith Marischal House South Lodge B

Keith Kirk Scheduled Monument

| B. HISTORICAL SURVEY INFORMATION: MAPPED,
DOCUMENTARY & PUBLISHED SOURCES

MAPPED SOURCES:

1630 Timothy Pont Great house/castle icon, one of the largest in the area. Humbie
woodlands shown.

1654 Blaeu Atlas (Lothian and Linlitquo) House icon with 3 towers, one of the largest
houses in the area.

1682, 1736 Johanne Adair Large house/castle icon, two towers, with formal trees round
a rectangular boundary divided into 4 plots to south. Keith Maraschal is one of the largest
houses in the area. The later map shows a grand house icon.

1747-1755 Roy Military Survey (Lowlands) Keith Halls shown with major tree belts
and field patterns, built features including a wall to south of house, village. (NT450641)
1773 Andrew Armstrong Map of the 3 Lothians (Sheet S) House icon, formal trees,
cross avenues north south east and west

1799 William Forrest (Sheet 3) Grand house icon with square garden to south — solid
rendering may indicate built structure with trees on two sides divided into 4 plots.
Straight drives originating from same point west of house, direct well defined north
avenue/vista unconnected. Chapel plus other building footprint. (South west sheet)
1807Aaron Arrowsmith (Sheet 4) Large house icon set in grounds. May be garden to
south but not clear.

1832 John Thomson (Haddington) Described as Keith Marsal. House icon. Main road
pattern and main drives, straight and originating from same point, North avenue/vista
prominent, not connected. Northern shelterbelt and south west field patterns shown.
1852-1854 OS 6” 1*' series (Haddingtonshire, Sheet 14 surveyed 1853) Detailed layout
north avenue/vista connected to footpath, new kitchen garden/orchard, both drives,
Windy Mains, north shelter belt, south garden circular paths, curvy edge, lime walk, two
buildings at chapel, seats in woods, Fir knowe.




1856-1891 OS 1” 1st series (Sheet 33 Haddington) Area of policies from Keith village
to Windy Mains. Main drive, dotted drive to north linked to path network, track to
church, footprints of house and stables. School at Keith View, lodges, new kitchen
garden.

1885-1900 OS 1” 2™ series (Sheet 33 Haddington) Much the same as 1856-1891 1°
edition. Some features changed.

1892-1938 OS 6” 2" series (Edinburgh Sheet 009 15, surveyed 1892 and
Haddingtonshire 014 16) Same features as 1** series but south garden layout altered,
straight edge, glasshouses added, clumps of trees in meadows around main drive, new
garden is orchard.

1892-1938 OS 25” 2" series (On two maps: Edinburgh sheet 009 15 (surveyed 1892)
and Haddingtonshire 014 16) Detailed with mounted trees present drive layout of north
garden, details of south garden layout, glasshouses, new garden vacant plot.

1937-61 OS 1:25,000 (NT46 revised 1938) As current layout. Not as detailed as 17,
Contours. Old Windy Mains in ruins.

PRIMARY & DOCUMENTARY SOURCES:

RCAHMS

NT465W 4.00 44909 64417 Archaeological notes — Description of house

ELD75/1 Architectural notes 2000 Listed Buildings Recording Programme Survey of
Church.

Manuscript Notes — Early history of house

NT46SW 3 4486 6456 Archaeological Notes - Church

NT465W 14 c. 449 643 Archaeological Notes - Late Bronze Age sword found near Keith
House.

Manuscripts — Church:

MS 1030/11 Folder of photographs and research notes on East Lothian gravestones
MS 36/56 Field investigator's notebook for East Lothian 1913

NAS
1900 Abridgements
* 156/105 - 1900 - 05 — 19 (No2) 116, Buxton, Edith Frances, or Hepburne Scott,
Bond from Hepburne Scott to Buxton residing at Keith Marischall
e 155/159 1900 — 05- 11 (No.1) 85, Hamilton, Harriet Frances Baillie, or Scott,
Keith Marischall- Bond from Hepburne Scott to Baillie.
e 1882-07—-08 1882 — 05 — 11 Instrument of disentail by John Adrian Louis, Earl
of Hopetoun of inter alia including the lands and Barony of Keith Marischall.
462 (No.) - Disp and settlement dated 9/3/1863 and registered in Council books
27/11/1867 in favour of Walter Hugh Scott, Sixth Baron of Polwarth of the lands
and Barony of Humbie, including Keith Marischall.

NRA(S) 888/2086) Letter from Alexander Stevens, architect in Edinburgh, to Alexander
Williamson re payment for work at Keith House (12 April 1791)




Hopetoun House archives (copies in NAS)
e Estate accounts, papers and vouchers, rentals and writs.

e Plans 7 no. Showing layout and development of policies:
RHP 35641 - 1743 Sketched reduction plan by J Uderney of the estates of Ormiston,
Corsertoun and Keith Marischal. Shows house with 2 north projecting bays; rectilinear
rear garden, probably walled and policies divided into agricultural plots; u-shaped stable
block to north of current steading position; prominent north avenue/vista projected from
front of house that is not connected to wider path network and widens out to north (false
perspective) suggesting visual feature rather than route; garden outward looking to north;
bridge over burn near to Chapel; single straight tree lined avenue to west directly in line
with Fir Knowe; buildings in positions of Lodges - Dove Syke (possibly dovecot) in
position of current North Lodge (north of drive shown on this map); existing woodland
along Keith Burn exploited and augmented with new planting; hedgerow line in position
of northern shelterbelt; no connection between house and Nether Keith village; two
buildings near Chapel; plot near to house may be kitchen garden; area to east of house
around burn open with woodland.
RHP 6743 - 1794 House shown as icon (castle/great house with tower) in rectangular plot
with, probably walled, rectilinear grounds; prominent tree lined vista to north and garden
outward looking to north; Dove Syke and building on site of S lodge; straight tree lined
drive connecting with road to west terminated by Fir Knowe.
RHP 6857 - 1801 House with three projecting bays, rectilinear rear garden (cross paths
with trees) with wall around perimeter of garden and area containing Chapel; lime walk
may have been planted; policies with hedgerow/tree lined agricultural plots covers large
area to Keith Burn and beyond village to east; u-shaped stable still present; north
avenue/vista still prominent, open and unconnected, tree lined curved main drive in
current position introduced; curved drive to Chapel cutting across (possibly fenced) south
part of vista but vista from house still intact; some new woodland on road frontage at
junction with main drive; farm building in position of south lodge still present (no drive)
but Dove Syke gone; well defined park to east of house called ‘Green of Keith’ with
scattered trees; orchard to south of rear garden; south lane present; 3 buildings near
Chapel; Blacksmith’s house at NE corner; village now called Keith Townsfoot; Windy
(New) Mains (hamlet) rebuilt.
RHP 6746 - 1811 shows extensive re-modelling. House with new stable block/steading;
front (north) approach to house laid out in oval plan with mounted trees (position and
layout determined by vista); layout of rear garden not shown but no longer rectilinear
with curved southern edge and current garden walls; south portion of north vista cut off
by Chapel track and planting, possibly including yew bower, to form a curved area
blocking vista and enclosing garden; original tree lines within garden partially remain and
north vista beyond still intact and open; south drive/avenue introduced; shelter belt to
south of rear garden cuts off view to south (although south garden previously probably




walled); lodges present (at entrances to new drives); south lane prominent; woodland
planted north of steading, at head of main drive, road frontage and south lane; footpaths
and clearings in road frontage woodland; Chapel not marked; no buildings near chapel
other than Blacksmiths house; policies still cover1801area including park which is a less

defined area than in 1801;

RHP 35634 - 1817 Plan of Keith House Farm as possessed by Col. Maclean (renting)
and Lady Margaret Maclean (possibly a relative of Earl Hope)

Stable block described as offices/courts; gardens laid out formally with oval drive north
of house, circular paths; north avenue/vista retained (north portion only) and described as
‘Old Avenue’; shelter belt at north boundary planted in 1813 which closed up vista; ‘New
garden’ (formal, possibly kitchen) to west opposite chapel; curved south edge to rear
garden representing mounted walk; southern shelterbelt forms straight southern boundary
beyond curved edge to enclose garden; lodges present; curvy footpath introduced from
Chapel to east side of house going south across fields to join a footpath around east
perimeter of estate to village; woodland to the south and at head of drive, along road
frontage and south lane planted 1817 although shown on 1811 map; ‘Greens Park’ to
west of gardens planted with scattered trees; estate covers 1801 area.

RHP 35637 — 1843 Plan of the Farm of Keith House. Stables described as Keith House
offices and shrubbery; barn yard and washing green to west of stables; north vista (‘Old
Avenue’) closed in by shelter belt; main drive described as “New Avenue’; edge of rear
garden straight with curvy mounted walk and southern shelterbelt as 1817 ‘Greens Park’
is a large area extending to east and south of house; gardens to north and south now
enclosed; horse park to south of washing green; new garden retained, described as
‘garden’; Blacksmith’s house present; bridge over burn; North Lodge described as
‘Lodge’; fields called ‘Dove Syke’ to north of North Lodge; curvy east side footpath
retained but section from chapel no longer exists; estate covers 1801 area.

RHP 35638 — 1867 Plan of Duncraighill and parts of Keith House Farm. 1811 layout;
Old Avenue (north) retained but little remains of southern portion which was enclosed
into the garden; Chapel described as ‘Remains of Keith Chapel’ (now a folly);
rhododendron glade may have been planted; Blacksmiths house gone; new garden
retained; section of southern shelterbelt cleared to south of rear garden opening up view
to south (possibly more trees and shrubs planted to form today’s ornamental clumps);
straight edge and mounted walk (now part of a perimeter walk around the garden) still
present; glasshouses outside SE corner of steading may have been introduced; two lodges
in position (not current buildings); Horse Park now called ‘Walkers Park’; Greens Park,
probably pasture, scattered trees shown to east of house; small pond in park to east; east
footpath cut off; estate covers 1801 area.

Planning Application to East Lothian Council
Restoration of Existing Dwelling Houses and Conversion of Farm Buildings to Houses
(Ref. no. P/1014/89). Approved 1995.




HISTORICAL ILLUSTRATIONS & PICTORIAL SOURCES:

RCAHMS

NT46SW 4.00 Keith Marischal House

Online

Digital images - 11

DP143576 -DP143583 8 images showing oblique aerial views of house and estate.
SC1127038 — 41 Bell (1620)

Search room

203 Photographs - Exterior and interior views of house. Exterior views as follows:

EL 83

D37254 (1900)

EL 1242 (1931), 59, 62 (1925)

EL7273-5 (1975)

D46,48 (1990)

C61901-09 (1999)

D73743-51 Dick Peddie and McKay 11/1882 Sketch plans, elevations, sections of
additions and alterations.

SC1394633-48 Dick Peddie and McKay 11/1882 Sketch plans, elevations of additions
and alterations.

D73754-67 Dick Peddie and McKay 8/1889 Plans, sections and elevations of alterations.
G90731 Copy of postcard showing general view from NW. 1930

Prints and drawings - 29

ELD 75/4 Plan and E elevation, exterior and interior.

DPM 1880/17/... Dick Peddie and McKay 8/1889 20 drawings of plans, sections,
elevations (not sure if copies of above drawings)

Print room -2

EL3212PC Postcard view of house. Insc: 'Keith Marischal, East Lothian'. lan G Lindsay
PA78/74/2 Page 74/2 General view from NE. Photograph album no 78: Miss Hilda May
Darling's Country House Album

Public Contributions
Watercolour painting of Keith Marischal Tower from a reconstruction by Andrew Spratt
1989.

NT46SW 4.03 Keith Marischal Steading
Search Room

9 Photographs:

EL2612/16 (1961)

EL7277-80 (1975)

H94380-85 CS (1995, 1999, 2002




NT46SW 4.02 Keith Marischal Dovecot
Search Room

15 photographs — general and detailed views:
EL2160/10 - 15 (1961)EL7279 (1975)
G90742 S

H94379-86 CS (1995, 1999, 2002)

Print room -3 views of doocot
229/2/42/1(1977)
H93906-7 (1980)

NT46SW 3 Keith Marischal Church

Online

Digital images — 48. Exterior, interior and details of stonework, monuments, windows
and incised carving.

SC1127026/033-35 General views (1890-1930)

SC564914-5 Gravestones dated 1679,1727

SC1136457-526 General views and monuments (2000)

Search Room

117 Photographs- General views of exterior and interior, details of windows, stonework,
monuments.

EL81-2 (1890)
EL2766-79 (1976)
B42907/14-15 (1992)
EL7276 (1975)
E53484-5 (1890)
D68156-245 (2000)
SC566641 (2000)
SC1397118-121(2000)
SC1397713(2000)

Prints and drawings — 4

DC 44017 Ground plan and elevation 2000

ELD 75/2 Block plan shaded to show construction dates
ELD 75/4 Plan and E elevation, exterior and interior

The National Collection of Aerial Photographs

Library ref. Sortie/Date Photo no. Barcode ref.
B0017 106G/UK/0011 1946 7133 SB000391
B0313 514A-0522-(3276) 1950 0051 (4249) SB001719
B0392 82-1014 07-09-54 F21 SB001955
0565-001 28-03-65 ) 141 | SB003724
0565-051 22-04-65 385 SB003765
0575-066 05-05-75 121 SB004485




Geograph website

(http://www.geograph.org.uk)

Photographs: Doocot x2 (2006), general view of house (2005), driveway (2005), Windy
Mains, fields (2011), Gate (2005).

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PUBLISHED SOURCES:

Books

e Cameron Annie, Dickson Isabella, Kirk William (1951) Miscellany of the
Scottish History Society. University of Edinburgh

e Cuthnell Edith (2011) The Scottish Friend of Frederick the Great, the last Earl
Marischall (1915) University of Toronto Libraries

e Green Charles (1907) East Lothian, Wm Green and Sons

¢ Groome Francis H. Jack Thomas C (1883) Ordnance Gazetteer of Scotland,: A
survey of Scottish Topography, Statistical, Biographical and Historical Vol.IV,
ed. Edinburgh T.C. Jack

e Laing, D (ed) 1875 Correspondence of Sir Robert Kerr, first Earl of Ancrum, and
his son William, Third Earl of Lothian, Edinburgh: Bannatyne Club, 64-74. The
letter was written in 1632.

* Martine John (1883) Reminiscences of the Royal Burgh of Haddington and Old
East Lothian agriculturalists. British Library

¢ Martine John (2007 ) Reminiscences and Notices of the Parishes of the County of

Haddington, The Grimsay Press

Transactions of East Lothian Antiquarians, Vol 17, 1882

Mc Michael Archibald C (1885) Notes by the Way, Hugh Henry

Tranter Nigel (1979) Portrait of the Lothians, Robert Hale

McWilliam Colin (1978) Lothian Yale University Press p269.

Eddington, A (1904) Edinburgh and the Lothians at the opening of the twentieth

century ... contemporary biographies, Pike's new century series, 12 Brighton;

Edinburgh (Held at RCAHMS D.8.3.EDD.R)

® MacGibbon and Ross, D and T (1887-92) The castellated and domestic
architecture of Scotland from the twelfth to the eighteenth centuries, Sv
Edinburgh (Page(s): Vol.2, 508-9 Held at RCAHMS F.5.21.MAC)

* RCAHMS (1924) The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical
Monuments and Constructions of Scotland. Eighth report with inventory of
monuments and constructions in the county of East Lothian, Edinburgh (Page(s):
51, No.83 Held at RCAHMS A.1.1.INV(8))

e Tranter, N (1962-70) 'The fortified house in Scotland', Edinburgh (Page(s): Vol.1,
36-7 Held at RCAHMS F.5.21.TRA)




Statistical Accounts of Scotland

e Statistical Account of Scotland 1791-1845 Humbie, County of Haddington. Sir
John Sinclair Wakefield: EP Publishing, 1973-83.(Account of 1791-99 vol 6.;
Account of 1834-45 vol 2)

* New Statistical Account (1835) Society for the Benefit of the Sons and Daughters
of the Clergy, William Blackwood & Sons

e Third Statistical Account — The County of East Lothian, Snodgrass Catherine
Oliver and Boyd1953

o 4" Statistical Account 1945-2000 Baker Sonia East Lothian Council 2009

John Gray Centre

Newspaper archive - East Lothian Courier - Items from 1893 —- 1914
Courier 20/10/1893 — Head gardener

Courier 26/09/1902 — Fraser Tytler

Courier 06/01/1905 - Fraser Tytler

Internet sources:

* Dictionary of Scottish Architects, DSA Building/design report 1840-1980
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/scottisharchitects

* Groome’s Ordnance Gazeteer of Scotland published from 1882 until 1896
(http://www.gazetteerofscotland.org.uk/)

PRINCIPAL PERIODS OF DEVELOPMENT:
1010 First mention of a house in manuscript.
11/12thC Chapel built.
16™ C Previous house on the site - might have been medieval castle/palace.
Possibility of earlier settlement around Chapel.

1589 Substantial additions to form courtyard house.

1600-1620 Earliest remains of the current house, internal vaults and the 4-storey
corner tower (viewing platform) at east end.

Late 17thC House falls into disrepair.

1696 Estate passed to the Earls of Hopetoun.

By mid 18thC Estate retained 16thC character but included some contemporary
agricultural improvements and designed features.

Early 19" C Substantial extensions and alterations to house and policies.
Circal801 Current stable block with doocot built replacing earlier stable block
and dovecot. 16thC layout remained near to house but drives altered to allow
better access to house and Chapel from west and wider estate started to acquire
English landscape style characteristics. Pleasure grounds substantially extended
and additional woodland planted.

By 1811 Gardens and approach to house re-modelled in contemporary style.
Gardens became enclosed with ornamental planting and shelter belts. Remains of
16thC plan replaced.




By 1817 Substantial additional woodland planted to enclose southern garden, at
road frontage. Shelter belts and scattered trees planted in parkland. New (possibly
kitchen) garden introduced.

Mid/late 19thC Further alterations to policies - more defined connection from the
church to main drive and north vista less define. Rear garden became outward
looking by partial removal of shelterbelt. Circular and curvy paths removed.

1889 House extended to fill in north bays and to south to provide internal
corridors. Chapel restored/ stabilised as folly. North and South Lodges
constructed.

1914-18 North shelter belt and south avenue trees felled during wartime -
subsequently replanted.

1989 Subdivision works to house.

1995 Conversion of farm buildings (steading) to houses.

PRINCIPAL ARCHITECTS/DESIGNERS ASSOCIATED WITH SITE:

13thC Chapel — built by Hervie de Keith.

Earls of Hopetoun alterations in late 17thC and1801 built by Alexander Stevens
(involved with Keith House in 1791).

1845 Mr Andrew Bell — head gardener for 47 years.

Charles G Kinnear of Kinnear and Peddie — 1889 alterations and extension, North
and South Lodges.

Alexander Henderson, gardener 1916/17.

Ben Tindall, Architect, subdivision works of stable 1989.

1995 D&B Reid, Restoration works and conversion of farm buildings (steading)
to houses.

ORAL RECORDS/REMINISCENSES

C. SITE SURVEY

ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

PRINCIPAL HOUSE OR BUILDING:

1.

Keith Marischal House

3-storey mansion with long irregular plan built in several phases on the site of and
incorporating remnants (internal) of an earlier building. It includes an early 17thC
tower at east end and 17thC armorial plaque set into the south elevation.
Substantial additions dated 1801and further additions dated 1889. Harled red
sandstone, slate roof.

OFFICES:
2. Home Steading

Circa 1801 with quadrangular plan and classical north range and tall carriage
entrance arch. Octagonal dovecot in centre of courtyard. Red sandstone with
cream ashlar, slate roof.
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HOME FARM OR MAINS:
3. Windy Mains cottages
Early 19"C. Decorative arch linking two pairs, same materials as estate buildings.
(Not to be confused with hamlet of same name to south of cottages and marked on
early maps)

BOUNDARIES :
4. Garden wall
Early 19thC. Internal, brick, adjoined to east end of house with pedestrian
gateway and short flight of steps.
5. Garden wall
Early 19thC. Internal, stone, at west end of house with Listed gate piers.

GATES/GATE LODGES:

6. Gate piers
Early 19thC. Internal, at west end of house. Stone, square plan ashlar with timber
gates

7. Gate piers
Early 19thC. At main entrance drive, stone, large domed.

8. North Lodge
Circa 1889, re-worked earlier building. Single storey, harled with ashlar, square
plan. New clay tiled roof.

9. South Lodge
Circa 1889, re-worked earlier building. Single storey, harled with ashlar, square
plan, slate roof.

CHAPELS/MAUSOLEUMS/BURIAL GROUINDS:
10. 12thC Chapel
Ruin (red sandstone) without a roof on a mound and within a clump of trees.
Includes burial ground with interesting monuments. Early Norman/gothic with
13thC lancet and vesica windows. Former parish church until 1618, Subsequently
(1889) stabilised as a folly. Now overgrown with ivy and other vegetation.

GARDEN STATUARY :
11. 17th century armorial plaque
Inserted on south elevation of tower, transferred in 1893 from Rubislaw.
12. Stone plinth
for statue half buried in south garden.

BURIAL GROUNDS/CEMETERIES :
13. Anderson monument
Against south wall of chapel 1685. Corinthian columns and interesting carving.
14. Tombstone
of crusading knight (unidentified)
15. Park family Monument
Against the south wall of the chapel (outside) Latest burial 1883 — David Park’s




widow.
16. 19th C. plaque
on the chancel gable commemorating chapel raising by Hervey de Keith by
decree of King David.
17. Incised roundels.
14%/early 15thC. Inserted in the south wall.

BRIDGES:
18. Small stone bridge over burn in existence by 1743, may have been modified or
reconstructed 181 1-17 for realignment of track between Chapel and main drive.

TERRACES :
19. Hard surface -South garden- strip under grass across lawn parallel to house
(possibly former path or wall may be of former terrace).
20. Flagstones under yew canopy.
21. Hard surface -North garden under gravel near to house (perpendicular). May be
remains of former paths or walls. Archaeology recommended.

WALLED GARDENS :
22. Glasshouse (t-plan) introduced possibly by 1867 to SE of steading block.
Remained until 1950 then altered between 1950 and 1965. No glasshouse after
1975.

AVENUES, CARRIAGE DRIVES, ORNAMENTAL WALKS, SERVICE DRIVES
ETC:
23. Main drive/avenue.
Curved profile with broad tree lined and planted edges. Lodge (north) and gate
piers at entrance. A straight drive existed before 1746, current curved profile
constructed between 1794 and 1801.
24. Southern drive/avenue.
Straight, lined with single row of trees planted mid 20™ Century. Lodge (south) at
entrance. Originally laid out between 1801 and 1811.
25. Mounted walk
At edge of south garden. May be built on the remains of a former wall by 1811.

| ANY OTHER FEATURES NOT INCLUDED ABOVE :

26. Stone well cover and gravestone
Under the canopy of mature layering yew in south garden. The grave stone is half
buried at an angle.
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PLANTED ELEMENTS:

1. ORNAMENTAL GROUNDS

GRASSED AREAS :
A. South garden predominantly lawn.

FLOWER BEDS :
B. Herbaceous border to south of house. Not significant.

SHRUBBERY INCLUDING HEDGES & TOPIARY :
C. Yew bower forming an arc to the north west of house (three single and one

layered yew, 8m apart evenly spaced alternately with oaks). Group includes a
variegated holly. May have been planted to protect the house from NW winds
possibly around 1811.

D. Rhododendron glade to south of the Chapel within a natural dell with a burn in
the bottom. Planted with rhododendron species, laurel, Portuguese laurel and
cupressus species down in dell. May date from mid 19thC.

ORNAMENTAL TREE PLANTING:

E. Two mature trees on mounds on either side of the house in the north garden.
(sycamore and beech) The mounted trees and a third tree (beech) adjacent to the
eastern mounted tree may have been planted to frame the house. Part of re-
modelling of grounds 1811.

F. A number of mature trees and a large stump in the north garden line up with the
mounted trees and follow the line of a former wide avenue/vista leading towards
the chapel and beyond. The land drops sharply to the rhododendron dell and the
path layout has been altered but the axis continues with planting into the farmland
beyond the Chapel. The old maps suggest that this was an important vista to and
from the house.

G. Two ancient layering yews on either side of the lawn in the south garden. These
pre date the 19thC garden and were probably planted as a pair to frame the house.
Stumps under the canopies indicate that former layers have been cut down. No
map evidence of when planted (single specimens not part of ancient woodland).

H. Lime walk- row of 12 mature limes form an avenue next to the path. Trees in this
position shown on 1794 map but most likely planted in early 19thC to screen new
stables.

I Individual exotic specimen trees - Sequoia to north of house, Trachycarpus
fortuneii (China) in south garden, Deodar (may have been planted later than
1907).




J. A number of pollarded sycamores within the grounds which probably date fromj
the 18thC.

K. Woodland belts with ornamental species — on the southern edge of the lawn
(including Irish yew and a monkey puzzle) may have been planted mid 19thC
when shelterbelt partially removed; to the north of the steading possibly dating
from 1811; on and around the Chapel mound (including a monkey puzzle, four
cupressus, a declining sequoia, two mature sycamores, a mature conifer and an
uncommon variety of horse chestnut. Probably existing old woodland with exotic
and ornamental species planted into it, mid 19thC.

L. Two Irish yews next to the Park family grave on the south side of the chapel. The
grave is next to the side wall of the chapel. May have been planted mid 19thC.

AVENUE PLANTING :

M. North Avenue — double planted along its length with mature trees and shrubs.
Mixed deciduous and conifer species, mainly oak and beech, also lime, copper
beech, four sweet chestnut and some scots pine. Some trees very old with twisting
bark. Shrubs - largely rhododendrons and hollies. Very old beeches and stump at
intersection of drives near to the house. Avenue introduced between 1794 and
1801. Further planting during 19thC.

N. South Avenue — single planted (mid 20thC) with beech (including copper beech)
backed by hedges to the adjacent field boundaries.

ANY OTHER ORNAMENTAL PLANTING FEATURE NOT COVERED ABOVE:

2. KITCHEN GARDENS AND ORCHARDS

KITCHEN GARDENS:
0. Former kitchen garden/orchard near to Chapel. Site now occupied by a large
agricultural building. Former kitchen garden may have been moved from NE of
house after 1811.

ORCHARDS:
P. Former orchards on the estate no longer exist: New Garden became an orchard
(1892); Area south of rear garden (1801)

3. PARKLAND

GRASSED AREAS :
Q. Meadow areas to west of house adjacent to drives used for grazing.

TREE PLANTING :
Stands of trees in parkland
R. Stands of mature trees in fields adjacent to both drives — planted as ornamental
groups. Mixed deciduous and conifers. May date from mid to late 19thC.

ANY OTHER PARKLAND FEATURE NOT INCLUDED ABOVE:
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4. POLICY WOODLAND PLANTING

COMPOSITION :

S. Broad mature woodland belt on the western boundary of the estate (adjacent to
road). Footpaths within the woodland. Seats formerly (mid 19thC) located within
woodland clearings but no longer present. Listed as Ancient Woodland but
planting was carried out here between 1811 and 1817.

T. Shelterbelt to north west boundary — mature mixed deciduous woodland with a
section of mature scots pine. Planted 1813 along line of former hedgerow which
existed in 1743. Trees felled during WW1 and re-planted. Listed as Ancient
Woodland.

U. ‘The Lane’ south of the steading - Beech and mixed woodland including holly to
east of lane. Joins with old woodland around former quarry. Listed as Ancient
Woodland. Probably planted between 1811 and 1817 along line of former
hedgerow which existed in 1743.

V. Hawthorn avenue (probably former hedgerow) to SW next to field.

W. Remains of avenue/vista planting to north of Chapel up to shelterbelt, mixed
species.

ANY OTHER POLICY WOODLAND FEATURE NOT INCLUDED ABOVE:

S. VIEWS, VISTAS, BORROWED LANDSCAPE & PERIPHERAL AREAS,

KEY VIEWS :

e The 4-storey tower (east end of main house) probably a viewing platform to view
wider landscape. This may have been a defensive lookout tower early on.

¢ North vista projected from alignment of house and formerly looked outwards
towards the pastoral scene (1743). No obvious focus but probably constructed to
make the estate look bigger. 1747 Roy Military map suggests a former open area
to allow views of the house from north, although no obvious vantage point. North
vista blocked in 1811 when garden enclosed. Shelter belt blocked remaining vista
in 1813.

e Southern garden probably originally walled and views subsequently blocked by
shelterbelt planted before 1811 along line of former hedgerow which existed in
1743. By 1867 views opened up by removal of a section of shelterbelt.

BORROWED LANDSCAPE :
X. Fir Knowe (large semi-circular mound clad with conifers) was termination point
for former straight main entrance drive (1743). Listed as Ancient Woodland.

PERIPHERAL AREAS :

Y. Scattered and hedgerow trees in former ‘Greens Park’ to east of house, deciduous.
Some woodland existed here in 1743 but trees planted to form field boundaries
and informal ornamental parkland 1801-1817.Field boundary trees in adjoining
fields formerly within the estate.




GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON CURRENT CONDITION OR CARE OF THE
LANDSCAPE

Main house, now subdivided, and garden laid mostly to lawn with mature trees and a
herbaceous border, including a sunken area with tennis court, has fair maintenance. The
wider policies are untidy with features such as the main drive, yew bower and
rhododendron glade overgrown. The area around the chapel is neglected and has been
undermined by a badger set (first reported in 1913) which has led to some of the serious
deterioration of the fabric of the building and the integrity of the graveyard.

The former stable block (now steading) is subdivided as residential properties with
individual garden plots well maintained. Cattle grazing on the open meadow areas
probably leased to a local farmer.

SURVEY DRAWINGS AND/OR PHOTOGRAPHS

House north elevation
South elevation, tower and armorial plaque
Gateway to steading
Doocot

Main drive

Chapel

South drive
Meadow/stands of trees
. Mounted tree

10. Rhododendron glade
11. Former ‘Greens Park’
12. North avenue/vista
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See attached list of illustrations

D. SUMMARY HISTORY OF THE SITE

Early Development

Bronze age sword found on site indicating early activity in the area.

1010 First mention of a house in manuscript. Barony of Keith and hereditary office of
Grand Marischal of Scotland bestowed on Robert Keith by King Malcolm II.

1199 (or earlier) Chapel (early Norman Gothic with later additions) built by Hervie de
Keith (a Norman) in the reign of David 1, used as the parish church until1618. There may
have been an early settlement near to the Chapel which may have been moved later.
Secular building was often carried out together with church building. Some buildings
remained here up to end of 18thC.




1525 First mention of a tower which was 1501t in length as described in 1790. The
Register of the Great Seal of Scotland 1513-1546 referred to the inheritance of 3™ Earl
William Keith (who was based mostly at Dunotter) of the lands and Barony of Keith
‘cum turre et fortalicio’. There would probably have been Medieval castle with enclosed
fortified terraced gardens containing an orchard and kitchen gardens. Early maps indicate
a great house/castle. At this time (13-17thC) most houses in the region had defensive
elements (or were fortified e.g. tower house) as protection against raiders along the
Anglo—Scottish border. By 1610 the border raids were no longer a problem but
landowners kept fortifications to represent status and ancient lineage.

1589 Substantial additions to house (square shaped courtyard house) by George, 4th Earl
Marischal who lived in the house from 1581-1623 and was the richest Earl. Keith
Marischal was his country seat and gave access to Edinburgh to attend court of James VI.

1595 Earl Marischal may have acquired some of the chapel lands (churches were owned
by Holyrood pre Reformation). The parishes of Keith Harvey and Keith Hundeby were
merged in 1618.

17" and 18" C

1600-1620 The earliest remains of the current house, internal vaults and the 4-storey
corner tower at east end date from this period although stones of earlier constructions
may have been used. The tower may have been an early defensive structure but retained
as a feature to view the surrounding landscape (Lammermuirs),

1620 Date of a bell (now in house) which was originally in the chapel, reputedly formerly
on a tree between house and Chapel.

1623 4™ Earl George died. 5th Earl William based at Dunotter. The house would have
fallen into disrepair and possibly fallen down.

1630-1660 (or carlier) or after the Civil Wars (1670’s) may have been when the original
avenues constructed. Early maps (1700) show avenues to north, south, east and west. The
north avenue, although unconnected to any road would have been constructed to make
the estate look bigger from the house. The original straight avenue to the west was the
main drive and terminated on Fir Knowe — natural feature used as an eye catcher.

1696 Estate passed to the Earls of Hopetoun at a time when many estates sorted out their
finances post Civil Wars.

18" C Humbie shared agricultural improvements of time including enclosure of land and
planting of trees. (Statistical Account) English landscape style was fashionable and
continued into the 19" C,

By 1743 large estate retaining 16thC characteristics. Rear grounds of rectilinear plan,
probably walled. Map evidence of built structure across rear garden which might indicate




a two level terrace (possibly retained from former Medieval palace). U-shaped stable
block to north of current steading position. Policies divided and enclosed by
hedgerows/trees into agricultural plots and contained some designed features. Prominent
outward looking north vista unconnected to road layout. Single straight tree lined avenue
to the west, connected to road layout and terminated by Fir Knowe. Woodland planting to
augment existing woodland along Keith Burn. Area to east of house around burn open
(possibly early park) with woodland. (Hopetoun plan 1743, Roy Military Map 1747)

19" C

Early 19th C Substantial extensions and alterations to house and policies by Earls of
Hopetoun changed character of estate to style of time.

Circal801 House courtyard filled in, wing of 3 storey bays adjoined to west elevation of
tower and 2-storey service block added (Alexander Stevens). Current stable block with
doocot built replacing earlier u- shaped block and dovecot. 16™/17thC plan of garden
remained but new elements introduced with curved drive to Chapel cutting across north
vista. Pleasure grounds (and estate) substantially extended to form park to east of house.
Additional woodland planted at both ends of new drive. (Hopetoun plan 1801, HS listing)

By 1811 Extensive re-modelling of grounds altered character to contemporary style
replacing earlier 16thC and 17thC elements. Oval approach to house with mounded trees
(Victorian feature used by Loudon in 1830’s — mature trees often moved to lend maturity
to landscape and placed on mounds for expediency and to display filigree roots), gardens
became enclosed with woodland cutting off northern vista and a shelter belt cutting off
views to south, rectilinear rear garden plan replaced with circular and curved paths
including mounted walk. Introduction of southern driveway/avenue replacing earlier
second driveway. Both drives had entrance lodges (may incorporate earlier buildings).
(Hopetoun plan 1811)

By 1817 Substantial additional woodland planted to provide privacy popular in the
19thC. Planting introduced at road frontage and south lane and to enclose southern
garden. Shelter belts planted (north planted 1813 closing up vista) and scattered trees in
parkland. Footpaths and woodland walks/ seats introduced to perimeter of estate.
(Hopetoun plan 1817). New, probably kitchen, garden introduced (or possibly moved
from near house) off chapel track.

Mid/late 19thC Further alterations, first to policies and then extensions to house.
Gardens became less formal and additional ornamental planted features added.

1843-1867 Still largely 1811 layout of policies and extent of policies as at 1801. More
defined connection from the church to main drive and north vista less defined but now
connected to wider path/track network. Rear garden layout altered, paths removed. By
1867 shelterbelt to south of rear garden partially removed to open up view and possibly
more ornamental planting in this area, at rhododendron glade and in meadows around
main drive. The development of a woodland garden with the introduction of exotic




specimens e.g. seqoia probably started and continued into 20"C. In 1843 barn yard and
washing green to west of stables with Horse park (called Walkers park by 1867) to south
of washing green. ‘Greens Park’, a large area extending to east and south of house. Curvy
east side footpath retained but section from chapel removed by 1867 and mounted walk
became part of a perimeter walk. Mr Andrew Bell, head gardener for 47 years (1845-
1892). (Hopetoun plan 1843, Courier)

1889 Alterations and additions to house (Plans lodged 1882) to fill in bays on north
elevation and to provide internal corridors on south elevation. The exterior was
baronialised. (Kinnear, More and Peddie). Chapel restored/ stabilised as folly. North and
South Lodges constructed reworking earlier buildings. By then estate had been sold to
family of Patrick Fraser Tytler.

20thC

1914-18 Woods of Humbie depleted by two world wars. North shelter belt and south
avenue trees felled during wartime - subsequently replanted. 1931 Estate sold to Robert
Matthew, Architect.

Post WW2 Tennis court put in after 1975. Significant loss of trees in Humbie to Dutch
elm disease in1980’s including some at Keith Marischal.

1989 Subdivision works to house. (Ben Tindall)

1995 Restoration and conversion of farm buildings (steading) to houses. (D&B Reid)
1999-2000 Reported that Chapel undermined by badger set, had caused substantial
damage to fabric since 1913,

Name: Shelagh Brian

Signature:

Dates of ground survey work:
18-07-12
20-11-13

Date research completed:
12/03/14




Figure 1. 1682, Johanne Adair
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Figure 2. Map of Haddingtonshire, Willi

am Forrest 1799

Figure 1 and 2 reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland
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Figure 3. 1843-1882 0OS 6” Ist series
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Figure 4. 1907 OS 25” 2nd series

Figures 3 and 4 reproduced by permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland
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Figure 5. Estate Plan 1743
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Figure 6. Estate Plan 1794

Figures 5 and 6 reproduced by permission of Hopetoun Preservation Trust
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Figure 8. Estate Plan 1811

Figures 7 and 8 reproduced by permission of Hopetoun Preservation Trust
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Figure 9. Estate Plan 1817
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Figure 10. Estate Plan 1843

Figures 9 and 10 reproduced by permission of Hopetoun Preservation Trust
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Figure 11. Estate Plan 1867

Figure 11 reproduced by permission of Hopetoun Preservation Trust




Photo 1. Aerial photograph

Photo 1 reproduced by permission of RCAHMS
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Photo 4. Gateway to steading

Photo 6. Main drive

Photo 5. Doocot

Photo 7. Chapel




Photo 10. Mounted tree Photo 11. Rhododendron glade

Photo 12. Former ‘Greens Park’ Photo 13. North avenue/vista




