THE GARDEN HISTORY SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND

EAST LOTHIAN SURVEY OF GARDENS & DESIGNED

LANDSCAPES
RECORDING FORM

SITE NAME:

1. Inveresk House, 2. Linden House, 3. Rowan House, 4. Beech Cottage, 5. Holly
Cottage, 6 .Oliver’s Mound

ALTERNATIVE NAMES OR SPELLINGS:

Inveresk House Estate

ADDRESS AND POSTCODE:

Private ownership

GRID REFERENCE:

NT 3458 7209

LOCAL AUTHORITY:

East Lothian (Historical County Edinburghshire/Midlothian)

PARISH:

Inveresk

INCLUDED IN AN INVENTORY OF GARDENS & DESIGNED LANDSCAPES IN
SCOTLAND:

No

TYPE OF SITE: (e.g. Landscaped estate, private garden, public park/gardens,
corporate/institutional landscape, cemetery, allotments, or other — please specify)

Private garden (Villa garden)




SITE OWNERSHIP & CONTACT: (Where site is in divided ownership please list all
owners and indicate areas owned on map if possible)

Multiple private ownership

SIZE IN HECTARES OR ACRES:

1.91 hectares (4.73 acres)

PUBLIC ACCESS ARRANGEMENTS/OPENING TIMES (If any):

None

NATIONAL & LOCAL AUTHORITY DESIGNATIONS: (eg. Conservation Area,
Green Belt, Tree Preservation Order(s), Nature Conservation Area, etc.

East Lothian Council Tree Preservation Orders
Included within Inveresk Village Conservation Area

Included within the boundary of the Battlefield of Pinkie as defined in the Inventory of
Historic Battlefields: Historic Scotland 2011
http://data.historic-scotland.gov.uk/pls/htmldb/f?p=2500:15:0::::BATTLEFIELD:pinkie

Inveresk House, Roman civil settlement, Inveresk: Historic Scotland Index No. 1182
http://data.historic-
scotland.gov.uk/pls/htmldb/ESCHEDULE.P. ESCHEDULE DOWNLOADFILE?p file=1182

LISTED STRUCTURES:

Inveresk House and Linden House, with garden walls, gate piers and gateway Category B

Listed. 22 January 1971 Ref: HB10881
http://data.historic-scotland.gov.uk/pls/htmldb/f?p=2200:15:0::::BUILDING,HL :10881,Inveresk

Rowan House since attached to Inveresk House is included in the above

Beech Cottage and Holly Cottage are included in the curtilage of a B listed building and
its garden walls

B. HISTORICAL SURVEY INFORMATION: MAPPED,
DOCUMENTARY & PUBLISHED SOURCES

MAPPED SOURCES: (please list maps below in date order and attach copies where
possible. Give the description or title, date, maker’s name if known, and for Ordnance
Survey maps give the date of survey, edition number and sheet number)



http://data.historic-scotland.gov.uk/pls/htmldb/f?p=2500:15:0::::BATTLEFIELD:pinkie
http://data.historic-scotland.gov.uk/pls/htmldb/ESCHEDULE.P_ESCHEDULE_DOWNLOADFILE?p_file=1182
http://data.historic-scotland.gov.uk/pls/htmldb/ESCHEDULE.P_ESCHEDULE_DOWNLOADFILE?p_file=1182
http://data.historic-scotland.gov.uk/pls/htmldb/f?p=2200:15:0::::BUILDING,HL:10881,Inveresk

¢!

1682 John Adair Map of Midlothian
http://maps.nls.uk/view/00001013#zoom=6&lat=3852&lon=4395&layers=BT

1763 John Laurie A Plan of the County of Mid-Lothian (North East)
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74400227&mid=601&pdesc=South%20West%20sectionfzoom=5&lat=2946&lon
=6644&Ilayers=BT

1766 John Laurie A Plan of Edinburgh and Places Adjacent
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74400229#zoom=6&lat=6487&Ilon=9069& layers=BT

1775 Map Roll Act of Parliament 6™ June 1775 (private ownership)

1821 John Thomson Edinburghshire
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74400125#zoom=6&lat=3110&lon=5488&layers=BT

1824 Hays New Plan of Musselburgh & its Environs by James Hay, surveyor,
Musselburgh & Charles Thompson, engraver, 19 Shakespeare Square, Edinburgh.
NRS ref RHP1855. Also produced in facsimile at about one inch to 100 Yards by East
Lothian District Library.

1832 Great Reform Act Map Musselburgh (House of Commons) Map 51
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74491914#zoom=4&lat=2104&lon=3952&layers=BT

1834 W Hunter & J Anderson Plan of Environs of Edinburgh
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74400238#zoom=6&lat=6172&lon=9424&layers=BT



http://maps.nls.uk/view/00001013#zoom=6&lat=3852&lon=4395&layers=BT
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74400227&mid=601&pdesc=South%20West%20section#zoom=5&lat=2946&lon=6644&layers=BT
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74400227&mid=601&pdesc=South%20West%20section#zoom=5&lat=2946&lon=6644&layers=BT
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74400229#zoom=6&lat=6487&lon=9069&layers=BT
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74400125#zoom=6&lat=3110&lon=5488&layers=BT
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74491914#zoom=4&lat=2104&lon=3952&layers=BT
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74400238#zoom=6&lat=6172&lon=9424&layers=BT

Ordnance Survey Town Map of Musselburgh Sheets 11(showing northern drive) & 12
Scale 1:1056 Surveyed 1853
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74416178#zoom=2&lat=8187&Ilon=13309&layers=BT
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74416180#zoom=2&lat=7586&lon=4456&layers=BT

Ordnance Survey First Edition Six inches to One mile Edinburghshire Sheets 3 (showing
northern drive) & 7 Surveyed 1852-3 Published 1854
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74426702#zoom=6&lat=1262&lon=8712&layers=BT
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74426707#zoom=6&lat=10324&lon=8900&layers=BT

Ordnance Survey Musselburgh TownMap Edinburgh Sheet 1VV.11.14 Scale 1:500
Surveyed 1893
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74416190#zoom=3&lat=7913&lon=5502&layers=BT
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http://maps.nls.uk/view/74416178#zoom=2&lat=8187&lon=13309&layers=BT
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74416180#zoom=2&lat=7586&lon=4456&layers=BT
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74426702#zoom=6&lat=1262&lon=8712&layers=BT
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74426707#zoom=6&lat=10324&lon=8900&layers=BT
http://maps.nls.uk/view/74416190#zoom=3&lat=7913&lon=5502&layers=BT

Ordnance Survey Second Edition & Later Editions 25 inches to One mile Edinburghshire

Sheet 004.11 Revised circa 1893, Published 1895
http://maps.nls.uk/view/82877592#zoom=5&lat=6355&lon=10804&layers=BT
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Ordnance Survey Second Edition & Later Editions 25 inches to One mile Edinburghshire

Sheet 004.11 Revised circa 1906, Published 1908
http://maps.nls.uk/view/82877595#zoom=5&|at=6463&lon=10752&layers=BT

Ordnance Survey Second Edition & Later Editions 25 inches to One mile Edinburghshire
Sheet 004.11 Revised 1912-13, Published 1914
http://maps.nls.uk/view/82877598#z0om=5&Iat=6420&lon=10832&layers=BT
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http://maps.nls.uk/view/82877592#zoom=5&lat=6355&lon=10804&layers=BT
http://maps.nls.uk/view/82877595#zoom=5&lat=6463&lon=10752&layers=BT
http://maps.nls.uk/view/82877598#zoom=5&lat=6420&lon=10832&layers=BT

PRIMARY & DOCUMENTARY SOURCES: (plans, manuscript documents and other
estate records) Please list material consulted in date order and attach copies where
possible. Give description of material, and location and reference number of archival
holding.

John Young (Brewer) - (deceased) Trust 2 Volumes- Sederunt Books (1910-1925)
Property of John Chute and lodged in Inveresk House

Plan The Fields of Pinkie & Inveresk by Thomas Johnston 1778. This shows the road
south from Musselburgh to Inveresk Village Road. National Records of Scotland RHP
24995 (Original of photocopy listed as RHP6794).

(Land to north of present boundary wall sold in 1925 for a school. The present school car
park was then a market garden.)

HISTORICAL ILLUSTRATIONS & PICTORIAL SOURCES: (drawings, paintings,
photographs, aerial photographs etc. Include type, subject, artist, source or reference
location, and date if known)

Vertical Aerial Photograph Collection RCAHMS:

B0017 5297-5300 SB000389 15 April 1946 Very clear

B0019 6084 SB000394 12 June 1946 Hedge line shown at east road/path on 1919 map
and the old north drive from Musselburgh shown in grass

B0492 0100 F22 SB00291 6 November 1960 Strong shadows from trees and west
wooded garden intact before tree removal to build Oliver’s Mound house.

1148718 2 August 2009 Image of Inveresk church showing grounds of Inveresk House

East Lothian Council Planning Department Archive
97/00535/HIS_P extension & conservatory at Oliver’s Mound 1997
91/00841/HIS_P Erection of conservatory at Oliver’s Mound 1991

Baker, Sonia The Country Houses, Castles and Mansions of East Lothian (2009) p46
Image of conservatory and rose beds circa 1905

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PUBLISHED SOURCES: (Statistical Accounts, Gazetteers,
Directories, Travel Accounts etc.) Please list publications consulted in alphabetical
order. Include details of author, title, journal or periodical, and date, volume/edition and
page numbers where relevant.

Stirling, R.McD Inveresk Parish Lore 1894 Musselburgh pp. 38,41,42, 96 (illustration)

Burnett, Jane E M The Reason for Inveresk- a Scrapbook of History 1999 Courtyard
Press p27-38

Baker, Sonia The Country Houses, Castles and Mansions of East Lothian 2009 p.46

Wilke, James Historic Musselburgh 1919 Wm Blackwood




Sales particulars Rettie & Company D723 INV(S) £295,000 1990s RCAHMS

Inveresk Conservation Area Appraisal East Lothian Council & Inveresk Village Society

2010 pub East Lothian Council.
http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/4890/inveresk conservation_area character apprai
sal

Dunn, Munro & Elder, David Doocots of East Lothian 2010 Scottish Vernacular
Buildings Working Group

‘Eskgrove House was built about 1740 for the Hay Family. It was sold to Sir David Rae
1761, when a pigeon house is mentioned. This gives a date between 1740 and 1760 when
the road cutting between Inveresk House and Eskgrove House was completed as the
pigeon house had been in the grounds of Inveresk House.’

Watching Brief CFA Report no. 673, by lan Suddaby, October 2001 RCAHMS Item MS
1081/21

PRINCIPAL PERIODS OF DEVELOPMENT:

104-165 AD Roman encampment

1597 original core of house

17" century

18™ century

19" century

20th century exotic tree planting

Late 20" century house alterations and building

PRINCIPAL ARCHITECTS/DESIGNERS ASSOCIATED WITH SITE: (please
reference source of information)

Simpson and Brown Architects Edinburgh 1980s - Oliver’s Mound

ORAL RECORDS/REMINISCENSES Please include a list of any people interviewed
during the course of research/survey work. Include name and role of interviewee (eg.
family member, former employee, local resident), date of conversation and major dates,
features or events recalled. Attach a transcript of the conversation if possible.

General Local Reminiscences:

Dr Gold from 1928 onwards ran a Homeopathic Medical Centre for Well-Being and
Healing at Inveresk House and it was reputed that people sunbathed in the nude in a
clearing in the woods where Oliver’s Mound now stands. It was called the Air Park.
Mrs Gold was keen on wild collected fungi.

2013 Conversation with resident of Beech Cottage from 1983. She remembers tall trees,
crocuses, fruit trees and a water pump on the land now occupied by Oliver’s Mound.



http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/4890/inveresk_conservation_area_character_appraisal
http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/4890/inveresk_conservation_area_character_appraisal

ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS Note the materials used, the dates and styles of
various phases of development, and category of listing if appropriate

PRINCIPAL HOUSE OR BUILDING:

Inveresk House, coarse rubble and ashlar stonework, Scottish slate roof. 1643 and 1682
date stones. Classical house.

Inveresk House from the East

Inveresk House from the West




Linden House (annex & addition to Inveresk house)

Linden House Entrance to South of Inveresk House

OFFICES (stables, outbuildings, etc):

Rowan House (attached to main house) Kitchen and laundry - coarse rubble and ashlar
stonework Scottish slate

Beech Cottage (unattached) Boiler house - coarse rubble and ashlar stonework and wet
dash Scottish slate (modern extension asphalt roof 2006)

Rowan House and Beech cottage with Linden House Roof Behind




Holly Cottage (stables) - coarse rubble and ashlar stonework wet dash and Scottish slate
and pantiles to a modern extension.

Holly Cottage

Two three garage blocks, breeze block with pantiled roofs 1980s. Between north and
south garages there lies the original stone rubble wall approximately 10 feet in height.
The arch connecting these walls over the drive was removed circa 1990.

HOME FARM OR MAINS:

None

BOUNDARIES (External & internal; estate walls, ha-has, park fences etc.):

External walls to Inveresk Village Road to south 10 feet high stone with flat stone
coping. On the east end it drops to 8 feet at Linden House gate.

Inveresk Brae to east: Embanked stone wall 16 feet at highest, inside garden three feet
high, hedgehog coping. This division was believed to have been created between 1740
and 1760.

North boundary: stone wall at east end 8 feet, and wire mesh fence to west end 6 feet.

West boundary: church wall stone wall with hedgehog copings 10 feet.
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Entrance and Wall to Inveresk House from Street

GATES/GATE LODGES:

Piers 11 feet high and 6 feet wide stone ashlar pyramid copings (wooden gates
removed)

Wooden straight 8 feet vehicle gates into Linden House

Single gate into pedestrian yard to serve all the houses

New pedestrian gate to Oliver’s Mound

Old Pedestrian gate to foot path at north west from church lane to Oliver’s Mound.

Pedestrian gate from grounds of Oliver’s Mound to the churchyard to west now blocked

up.

Oliver’s Mound gate piers stone, 6 feet high with wrought iron electronic gates

GARDEN BUILDINGS (Summer houses, view houses, temples, grottoes etc):

Holly cottage — wooden summer house (modern)

CHAPELS/MAUSOLEUMS/BURIAL GROUNDS:

None

11




CONSERVATORIES/FERNERIES:

Inveresk House Conservatory (Ordnance Survey 1914) now removed
Oliver’s Mound Conservatory 1991

Rowan Cottage Conservatory 2000

Holly Cottage Conservatory 2005

GARDEN STATUARY (Fountains, statues, sundials, monuments etc.) Note any
inscriptions:

None

BURIAL GROUNDS/CEMETERIES (Note principal memorials and headstones with
inscriptions where possible):

None

BRIDGES:

None

TERRACES (Including steps & stairways):

Holly Cottage to west steps up to a grass terrace with lie of land with modern
summerhouse.

WALLED GARDENS (Including potting sheds, bothies, glasshouse ranges etc.):

None

AVENUES, CARRIAGE DRIVES, ORNAMENTAL WALKS, SERVICE DRIVES
ETC:

Service drive from south is now only entrance to Inveresk House. The north drive no
longer has its exit into Pinkie Road as this is part of the school; however remains of the
drive can be read in the Inveresk House north landscape and remnants of the shadow of
the more northerly part can be seen in aerial images from 1946.

ROCKERIES:

None
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WATER FEATURES (natural & man-made including rivers, cascades, lochs, pools
etc.):

St Michael’s Well in north woodland of Inveresk House and other springs

St Michael’s Well

ANY OTHER FEATURES NOT INCLUDED ABOVE (Include any historic or modern
feature and indicate past or current use where possible):

Roman hypocaust remains in east woodland of Inveresk house.

Roman Hypocaust in the East Garden of Inveresk House
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Ice house in grounds of Oliver’s mound close to west wall of churchyard.
Underground passage way with outlet at north wall to school car park.

Cross of Inveresk: Red sandstone with inscription on outside of south wall to road.

Exterior Wall (South) on Inveresk Village Road with Filled in Niche and Cross of Inveresk Stone
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PLANTED ELEMENTS: The garden or park should divide up naturally and
historically into different areas, e.g. ornamental gardens, parkland, walled garden,
policy planting. Each area should be delineated on a plan and current use noted.

1. ORNAMENTAL GROUNDS

GRASSED AREAS (Lawns, meadows, terraces):

Lawn to both east and west of Inveresk House, to north of Holly Cottage under the Cedar
of Lebanon tree. These lawns have remained unchanged over the last century. Some
lawns in Oliver’s Mound garden.

Holly Cottage West Gardens
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FLOWER BEDS (Indicate theme or type — parterres, perennial herbaceous
border/annual bedding where possible. Note whether significant plant collection):

Small beds around the houses; nothing significant.

SHRUBBERY INCLUDING HEDGES & TOPIARY (Include details of height, species
etc. if possible):

Leylandii hedge six feet high separates Rowan House garden from the lawn of Inveresk
House west and a Beech hedge lines the drive, being five feet high to the east and two
feet high to the west.

ORNAMENTAL TREE PLANTING (Single specimens, groups, woodland gardens —
include details of age and species if possible):

There are a number of exotic trees planted in the 20™ century, probably by the Gold
family. These include a Monterey Cypress in the north shrubbery, a Bhutan Pine and
Monkey Puzzle (Araucaria araucana) on the east lawn, a Cedar of Lebanon and a Turkish
Oak in the Holly Cottage north garden. A lime of 200 years old is also on the east lawn.
Planted within the last 15 years two Acer platanoides ‘Schwedleri’ with a Sorbus
Whitebeam near the garages to the west part of Inveresk House lawn.

SR

Bhutan Pine Cedar of Lebanon

AVENUE PLANTING (May also cross parkland and policy planting). Note predominant
species and whether single or double planted if possible:

None
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ANY OTHER ORNAMENTAL PLANTING FEATURE NOT COVERED ABOVE:

The east shrubbery has a mix of Rhododendron, laurel, yew, box, holly amongst the trees.

2. KITCHEN GARDENS AND ORCHARDS

KITCHEN GARDENS (walled, hedged or other boundary. Note any other historical
features and current use)

None

ORCHARDS (walled, hedged or other boundary. Note any other historical features and
current use)

None

3. PARKLAND

GRASSED AREAS (Note current use, amenity grassland, agricultural use — grazing,
cultivation etc.):

None

TREE PLANTING (Individual specimens, clumps, belts, roundels etc. Note species if
possible, and whether fenced):

None

ANY OTHER PARKLAND FEATURE NOT INCLUDED ABOVE:

None

4. POLICY WOODLAND PLANTING

COMPOSITION (Note composition of woodland; deciduous/coniferous/mixed, and
principal species if possible. Note current use eg. commercial timber cropping/amenity
woodland):

Shelter belt to east of Inveresk House is of mature Limes, Sycamores, one multi-stemmed
Beech, Yews, one laburnum with Box, Laurels and Hollies a typical Victorian planting.
The north woodland has very old Sycamores (possibly 300 years) along both sides of the
old driveway but spaced out not as an avenue. There are also Horse Chestnut, four Beech
trees, Fir, Lime with Holly.

Holly Cottage: Scot’s Pine, Rowan and mature Yews.

Oliver’s Mound: two mature Limes of 200 years old. A large number of trees were
removed from this site for building the house (see aerial images)

Rowan House: three Birch, one Copper Beech of 20 years old, one variegated Holly a
Victorian planting.
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ANY OTHER POLICY WOODLAND FEATURE NOT INCLUDED ABOVE:

None

5. VIEWS, VISTAS, BORROWED LANDSCAPE & PERIPHERAL AREAS,

KEY VIEWS (please note views inwards to the house, outwards from the house, and
internally within the landscape):

None. There may have been northerly views to the Firth of forth some 200 years ago but
no evidence on Ordnance Survey maps.

BORROWED LANDSCAPE (please note any features, natural or man-made, lying
outside the designed landscape which act as eye-catchers or contribute to the outward
views):

None

PERIPHERAL AREAS (please note any features lying outside the main landscape but
which are clearly designed eg. regularly spaced roadside/field boundary trees, estate
walls etc.):

None

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON CURRENT CONDITION OR CARE OF THE
LANDSCAPE

The north woodland is poorly maintained. Some maintenance to the east woodland.
Lawns well maintained and all the ancillary gardens around the houses are well
maintained.

SURVEY DRAWINGS AND/OR PHOTOGRAPHS

Please include a list and copies where possible of any drawings, photographs made/taken
during the ground survey.

A selection of survey photographs is included in this document. A full set of photographs
is available, together with a paper copy of this recording form, in the John Gray Centre,
Haddington.
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D. SUMMARY HISTORY OF THE SITE

This section should be set out in chronological form and should include information on
the way the site has developed and changed since it was first recorded, using dates and
maps where possible. The names of owners, architects or designers involved, and
relevant historical events should be recorded, and the sources noted.

1597 Adam Colt of Gartsherrie, the local minister owned land around church and the
family continued to own the property until 1890. The House was re-modelled in the 17"
century and extended in the 18" century. The Family also owned Auldhame East Lothian
in the 18" and 19™ century and portraits are in The Georgian House 7 Charlotte Square,
Edinburgh. In the 19" century the house was rented to tenants; in 1880 they were
Elizabeth and Emily Dickson.

In 1890 John & Fanny Park (seed merchant) bought the property, followed by, 1903 John
Young (Brewer), 1926 William Martin Whitelaw, and 1928 Dr Andrew Gold when the
house was modernized. From the trees surveyed in the grounds there is evidence of exotic
planting during the ownership of the Golds. Circa 1980 the Gold sons divided the
property into five lots.

Inveresk House was bought by Illico Colt, a descendant of the original Colt family. As he
was a farmer in Kenya and had difficulty getting his money out of the country it was held
in Trust.

In 1996 John Chute bought Inveresk House.
When Oliver’s Mound was built in the 1990s many of the original west garden trees were

cut down. The aerial image of 1960 confirms the original wooded nature of this garden.
Two mature lime trees were retained on the lawn beside the drive.

Name:

Stephen Edwards, East Lothian Gardens and Designed Landscapes Recording Project
under the auspices of The Garden History Society in Scotland
http://www.gardenhistorysociety.org

Dates of ground survey work:

3 September 2013

Date research completed:

3 September 2013
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