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LOCATION OF LANDSCAPE COMPONENTS 

 

ILLUS 1:  Camelon Cemetery as shown on the 2nd edition Ordnance Survey 25-inch map (Stirlingshire 

XXX.3), with components identified marked in blue (map reproduced from http://www.maps.nls.uk).  

This is the cemetery as it appeared in its original state from the opening in 1870 until the first of many 

expansions in 1898.  

 

 
  

 

A Southern approach 

B Main drive 

C North/South avenue 

D Cemetery 

E Glass houses 

F Lodge house 
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1.0 Introduction to Glorious Gardens 

 

Glorious Gardens is a two-year pilot project to research and record historic gardens and designed 

landscapes in two areas of Scotland.  The project focuses on properties which are not listed in the Historic 

Scotland Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes, but which still retain evidence for their 

development and have some conservation value.  One strand of the pilot project, funded by Historic 

Environment Scotland and the Heritage Lottery Fund, focuses on gardens and designed landscapes (GDLs) 

in the Clyde & Avon Valley Landscape Partnership (CAVLP) area while a separate strand, funded by 

Historic Environment Scotland, studies properties in the Falkirk local authority area.  Glorious Gardens 

was initiated and is managed by Scotland's Garden and Landscape Heritage, who contracted Northlight 

Heritage to recruit, train and support groups of volunteers to conduct the research and produce reports 

on properties in each area during 2015-2017. 

2.0 Introduction to Falkirk (Camelon) Cemetery 

Camelon Cemetery lies approximately 2 miles northwest of the town of Falkirk, in the county of 

Stirlingshire, and to the north of the parish of Camelon which gave the cemetery its name.    

It has been the main cemetery for Falkirk for almost 150 years.  Until 1870 the townsfolk were 

buried in a number of churchyards.  These graveyards had become overcrowded and unhygienic, 

putting at risk the health of the living.  A movement for rural burial grounds away from centres of 

population had begun early in the century, and private companies had already established such 

cemeteries in Glasgow and Edinburgh.  These cemeteries became known as ‘Garden Cemeteries’ 

where landscaping was a notable feature.  The cemetery in Falkirk, however, was not established by 

a private company but by a forward thinking local council. 

In 1868 the Parish Board of Falkirk Council bought 22 acres of land at Dorratur from the Earl of 

Zetland and in 1869 work began on the development of a cemetery for the people of Falkirk.  The 

site, at that time, lay on open ground north of Camelon and to the northwest of Falkirk town:  the 

land rose gently from south to north.  It was deemed suitable as there were no houses in the vicinity 

and the ground was sandy and dry. The LNER Stirlingshire Midland Junction railway line lay to the 

south and the River Carron to the north.  

The cemetery was laid out with asymmetrical curving paths making provision for well separated 

individual lairs adorned with shrubs and trees.  The landscape borrowed from the prevailing 

Victorian style for public parks and private gardens. 

The cemetery proved popular with local people and was always favoured as a place to walk as well 

as remember the dead.  Periodically, extra acres of adjoining land were bought to ensure there was 

sufficient room for the required number of burials.  Two additions, in 1898 and 1928, were styled 

very like the original cemetery, and lying within external stone walls make a unified landscape. An 

additional plot was added in 1962 when the crematorium was opened on the northern eastern edge 

of the cemetery.  Early in the twenty-first century a field lying south-east of the crematorium, on the 

site of a former sand pit, was added.  It is more utilitarian with close rows of lairs set in grass with 

minimal planting. 

The local authority has remained the owner and custodian of the cemetery, with responsibility to 

keep the cemetery well managed and maintained.  The site is not included on the inventory of 

gardens and landscapes, and there are no listed structures.  
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Name Designation Grade ID  Web link 

20th c. War 
Memorial 

  ID 339068 canmore.org.uk/site/339068 
 

Crematorium   ID 261905 canmore.org.uk/site/261905 

 

3.0 Methods 

The study followed the project methodology, as detailed in the Glorious Gardens Method 
Statement (see project archive in the National Record of the Historic Environment 
maintained by HES).  
 
It involved the consultation of key historic maps, aerial photographs, local and national 
archives, and databases of heritage assets and statutory designations.  
  
The desk-based research was followed by systematic walkover survey to identify and record 
surviving components and key elements of the historic designed landscape.  Initially, the 
survey employed a recording system designed specifically for the project that combined 
written field notes, tablet-based data capture and photography.  In the extension to the 
project data capture on the tablet was not used having been found to be overly 
complicated. All data gathered during the project are available for consultation as part of 
the Glorious Gardens archive, held at the National Record of the Historic Environment 
maintained by HES. The sources consulted are listed in section 8. 
 
The information gathered has been synthesised to establish a baseline understanding of the 
development of the designed landscape and its current state, including its overall structure, 
surviving components and conservation opportunities. 
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4.0 Desk-based Research 
4.1 Historic maps 

Camelon Cemetery appears on maps from the late 19th century onwards.  This section summarises the 

changes to the designed landscape which are captured on each of the more informative historic maps.  

Section 6 draws out further evidence from the maps as it relates to specific components of the landscape. 

 

Illus: 2 

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey 

Title: Stirlingshire (Falkirk) 25 inch, 2nd edition 

Sheet: XXX.3 

Date: Revised 1896, published 1898 

  

Camelon Cemetery opened in 1870 but did not appear on any Ordnance Survey maps until 1898.  It 

covered 11 acres of ground and was laid out in the garden cemetery style with curvilinear paths, trees 

and flower beds.   

There are two entrances, one to the southwest and one to the southeast of the cemetery:  the latter 

connects with the road which runs south/southwest, under the railway bridge, to Camelon.   

A lodge house, built for the superintendent of the cemetery, lies a short distance north of the 

entrance.  Immediately adjacent to the east side of the house is a collection of greenhouses.   

To the east of the cemetery lies the site of the Sunnyside Iron Works and there is a small sandpit to the 

northeast. 

To the north there are fields beyond which is the River Carron and to the west is a ridge running 

north/south, below which is rough ground. The eastern boundary is marked by a road.  
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Illus: 3 

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey 

Title: Stirlingshire (Falkirk; Larbert) 25 inch (2nd and later editions) 

Sheet: nXXX.2 

Date: Levelled 1911, revised 1913, published 1917  

 

 

The OS map of 1917 shows the extent to which the cemetery has expanded to the northwest onto 

ground which had been fields:  this area is bounded by a ridge to the west.  Its design follows the 

original concept of curvilinear paths.  The newly designated burial ground has three paths in the 

northeast which end abruptly in a field:  this suggests that there was an intention to expand the 

cemetery further. 

The following changes have been made within the cemetery since the publication of the OS map of 

1898:  the path leading from the entrance in the southwest appears to have gone; a fountain has been 

installed across the road from the lodge house; three additional glasshouses have been constructed 

next to the lodge and there is a building on the site of the old sandpit. 

Beyond the cemetery the following changes have occurred: to the east the Iron Works has expanded; 

there is now housing to the south of the NBR Stirlingshire Midland railway line and there is now a 

sandpit across the road to the east of the cemetery. 
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Illus: 4 

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey 

Title: Stirlingshire (Falkirk; Larbert) 25 inch (2nd and later editions) 

Sheet: nXXX.2 

Date: Surveyed 1858-60, relevelled 1911, revised 1944, published 1947 

 

By the 1940s there has been a further extension of the cemetery northwards onto farmland, again the 

design following the curvilinear layout of the original grounds.  It is constrained in the east by the road 

and in the west by a ridge.  Two of the paths from the second phase of development have been 

extended seamlessly into the newly designated area. 

The path leading from the southwest entrance appears to have been reinstated and there is a new 

entrance leading from the newly designated area onto the road to the east.  There is yet another 

glasshouse adjacent to the lodge and two buildings occupy the site of the old sand pit. 

The sandpit to the east has been significantly enlarged and there is now a road to the south heading in 

a north-easterly direction.  
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Illus: 5 

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey 

Title: Plan NS8780NW - A (includes:  Falkirk), 1:1250 

Date: Revised 1950, published 1951 

 

Although the OS plan drawn up in 1950/51 show no change to the site, it shows the layout of the 

cemetery in more detail.  The access from the south is along Dorrator Road.  
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Illus: 6 

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey 

Title: 1.  Plan NS8781SW – C (includes:  Falkirk; Larbert), 1:1250 

2.  Plan NS8780NW – B (includes Falkirk), 1:1250 

Date: 1.  Revised 1966, published 1967 

2.  Revised 1960, published 1961 

   Illus: 6.1 

 

   Illus: 6.2 
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By the time of the publication of the OS plans in the 1960s the site of the cemetery has expanded yet 

again as far as the River Carron in the north.   This area can be accessed by a footpath in the northwest 

and another in the southeast.  Vehicular access is to the southwest.   

This burial ground is encircled by a road beyond which are trees.  A wall running approximately 

east/west, perhaps the original boundary wall, separates the latest area of burial ground from the old. 

To the northeast of this area is the site of the new crematorium, erected in 1962.  Access to the 

crematorium is by a main drive running along the eastern boundary of the cemetery. 

The plans show the extent of the tree planting in the cemetery.  Paths seem to have disappeared from 

the two areas on the south side of the cemetery:  the oldest lairs can be found here. 

 

The OS plans from the 1960s are the most recent and do not show the extension of the cemetery south 

of the crematorium, with lairs dating from 2002/03.  This can be seen as Zone 21 on Falkirk Council’s 

current illustrative plan of the cemetery (see below). 

 

 
 

Illus. 7:  Falkirk Council’s current plan         
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4.2   Aerial Photographs 

 

 

Illus. 8:  OS Air Photo Mosaics NS 88 SE (Stirlingshire), 1944-50 

The aerial photograph closely corresponds to the plan published in 1951 (see Illustration 5 above) 

showing the first three phases of development. 

(http://maps.nls.uk/view/75221382) 
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Illus. 9:   General oblique aerial view of Camelon Cemetery and Crematorium, taken from the north 
 

There are no OS maps showing the current site:  this aerial photograph clearly shows the crematorium 
with garden ground in the foreground and the more recent extension of the cemetery, above left, which 
postdates the 1967 OS plan.  The density of vegetation is much greater in the older, more established 
part of the cemetery and the areas dating from the mid 20th century onwards have lairs in serried ranks.  
The cemetery and crematorium site is enclosed by a belt of trees. 
 
Towards the top left of the photograph are pavilions for playing fields which are located on the site of the 
old Sunnyside Iron Works.  The River Carron, horseshoe shaped, can be seen bottom right. 
 
(Canmore DP 114669, 2012) 
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5.0   Timeline for the Development of Camelon Cemetery Designed Landscape 

Date / Period Event / Phase of Development 

Pre 1868 5.1 Background to the establishment of Camelon Cemetery 

 

There was considerable concern about the state of churchyards in the first half 

of the 19th century, beginning in the larger cities where, because of 

industrialisation, many people had moved from their rural homes.  The 

significant increase in urban populations added pressure on already 

overcrowded burial grounds, leading to unhygienic conditions.  

  

There was mounting distaste for the common practise of moving bones to allow 

for further burials. In addition, the prevalence of body snatching put people in 

real fear that the bodies of their departed would be stolen. People began to 

demand that their deceased could lie undisturbed, in perpetuity, in lairs that 

belonged to them. Also, in the early 19th century dissenters in England and 

Scotland began to create secular burial grounds, not associated with churches.  

 

In the 1820s and 1830s private companies saw an opportunity to make a profit 

by buying land on the outskirts of towns and cities and selling plots to people 

with means.  

 

John Claudius Loudon, a prolific horticultural writer and activist, published a 

manual for creating new cemeteries.  He stated that “churchyards and 

cemeteries are scenes not only calculated to improve the morals and the taste 

and by their botanical riches to cultivate the intellect, but they serve as 

historical records”. (Loudon 1843)  In 1830, he had written an article stating 

that cemeteries could be made into Botanical Gardens at no extra cost, but in 

his book a decade later he advised against flowers, to prevent cemeteries 

resembling pleasure grounds.  He recommended double rows for burials with 

soil between the rows to allow for monuments. He set out detailed 

specifications for all aspects of the site, including, the layout, drainage and 

planting.  He advised planting pines, firs, cypresses, yews, and junipers, trees 

which allowed in the sun.  Paths should be 3’ wide to enable the smooth 

passage of the coffin.  (Loudon 1843)  
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Illus. 10:  Loudon’s plan of an ideal cemetery on hilly ground (Loudon 1843) 

 

Private cemeteries were opened in England in the early 19th century on a 

commercial basis, mainly catering for the wealthy. In Scotland, the earliest and 

most notable private cemetery was the Necropolis in Glasgow, opened in 1833. 

Stewart Murray, the first curator of Glasgow Botanic Gardens was consulted 

over the landscape and the planting of the Necropolis, showing the value placed 

on horticulture expertise.  Loudon visited the Necropolis in 1832, shortly before 

it opened.  A few more private cemeteries, for those who could afford to 

purchase a plot, opened in the 1830s and 1840s.  These included three in the 

west of Scotland also designed by Stewart Murray.  The superintendent of one 

of them, the Greenock cemetery, was Peter Clark, who succeeded Stewart 

Murray, as the second curator at the Glasgow Botanic Gardens.  (Curtis 2006) 

 

1868 - 1889 5.2 The establishment of Camelon Cemetery 

 

In Falkirk awareness of the foul state of their graveyards was increasing during 

the mid 19th century.  A report written in 1859 drew attention to the 

unacceptable state of their burial grounds:  

 

“A filthy and offensive ditch separates the burial ground from the houses and 

the moisture which exudes from the crowded and elevated burial ground is 

most unwholesome to those living in these houses, shops or workrooms on the 

High Street.” (Quoted by Scott, I. Falkirk Herald, 1st May 2015) 
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In 1855 the Burial (Scotland) Act had made provision for local parish boards to 

borrow in order to buy land and develop burial grounds for people of all classes. 

The Parish Board of Falkirk, in response to the overcrowded state of the four 

main churchyards in their parish, set about the task of choosing and purchasing 

land for a new cemetery.  In 1869 they purchased 11 acres on the outskirts of 

the town from the Earl of Zetland.  Robert Gillespie described it as the “rural 

burial-field for Falkirk and neighbourhood”. (Gillespie 1879) 

 

Alexander Black, land surveyor, was appointed Inspector of Works for the 

venture.  Peter Clark, who had worked with Stewart Murray developing 

cemeteries in the west of Scotland, was appointed to implement the proposal:  

he resigned from his post as curator at Glasgow Botanic Gardens in order to do 

so.  The plan for Camelon Cemetery looks quite similar to the plan for the first 

Botanic Garden in Glasgow at Sandford, see below.  William Millar, who had 

been working at the new cemetery at Port Glasgow, was appointed to be the 

superintendent at Falkirk.  Mr Millar’s pay included a monthly salary and the 

tenancy of the superintendent’s house.  Clark and Millar worked together on 

the design, which was evocative of the style of public parks of the time.  

 

 
                   

Illus. 11:  Plan of Glasgow Botanic Gardens, laid out in 1827 

 

The contract for executing the building work and landscaping went to a Mr 

William N Wilson, of Dean Park Terrace, Govan, who stated in his application for 

the commission that “I have considerable experience in similar works”. (Falkirk 

Archive A812.11/58)  

 

The original specification for the work and Mr Wilson’s itemised tender is held 

in the Archive in Callendar House, Falkirk, along with the invoices for the 

stonemason. The specification itemises the details of the hard landscape:  

cutting a carriage road, cutting narrow walks and paths, cutting drains, laying 

pipes, sinking cesspools, fitting stone covers, providing stone metal for 
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‘bottoming’ roads, likewise, bottoming narrow paths with stone metal, 

providing broken whin for roads verges, trenching, and providing grating for the 

cesspool. (Falkirk Archive A 812.011/59) The specification broadly follows 

Loudon’s advice.  

 

 
 

Illus. 12:  Extract from the original specification, showing a sketch for a  

section through the lair range (Falkirk Archive A 812.011/59) 

 

The masons, D and A Reid, bid for the job to construct the superintendent’s 

house and build the external walls.  They itemised different costs for the stone, 

depending on which quarries were used:  £375 for the house and £742 for the 

walls using Netherwood or Brighton stone, but £40 more for local stone from 

Dunmore or Plean. (Falkirk archive, A812 11/58) 

 

William Wilson did not complete the work.  In the archive there is a detailed list 

of the landscape work that Mr Wilson did not do.  He did not gravel the strips, 

roll the roads, cut the grass verges, lower the gratings, and so forth.  Another 

contractor, D. Neilson, was appointed to finish the work for him.  In 1869 a 

Minute of Agreement was signed between John Beeby, Inspector of the Poor, 

on behalf of the Parish Board of Falkirk and Mr William N Wilson, so that Robert 

Bell Esq., Sheriff Substitute, was able to pronounce that the burial grounds 

conformed to the requirements of the Burial Grounds (Scotland) Act 1855. 

(Falkirk Archive A812 011/27)  

 

Agreement was reached with the North British Rail Company for improvements 

to be made to the railway bridge at Dorratur to allow for safer access between 

the proposed cemetery and the town. 

 

The cemetery opened in 1870.  
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Illus. 13:  Plan of Falkirk (Camelon) Cemetery, drawn by Peter Clark, certified 

correct by Alexander Black, surveyor, signed by Robert Bell, 1870   

(Falkirk Archive A1655.08) 

 

The cemetery was designed in the landscape style with asymmetrical layout, 

and wide curving paths.  The beds for flowers and shrubs were set apart from 

the rows for interments, and trees were planted at intervals along the main 

avenues.  This layout allowed for individual lairs to be separated by grassy strips 

wide enough to give an air of spaciousness and, more practically, wide enough 

to be easily mown.  The Victorian ethos of ‘improvement’ was embodied in the 

creation of an attractive landscape.   A report of cemetery experts, made in 

1965, stated that an early description of the landscape refers to ‘fine velvety 

turf of considerable breadth’ which was ‘rolled out as flat as a bowling green’.  

(Report of Edinburgh Joint Annual Conference, 1965) Its design was regarded 

from an early stage as an example of the ‘Scottish Lawn Style’. 

 

From the outset, the cemetery was popular with the people of Falkirk. 

Contemporary newspaper reports are effusive. (Falkirk Herald, 27 July 1871 and 

5 November 1871) Sarah Tarlow suggests that garden style cemeteries were 

very popular because they allowed people to demonstrate, in their monuments 

and inscriptions, not only their respect for their dead but their standing in the 

community.  The permanency of tenure of plots added a sense of immortality 

which had been lost in graveyards for all but the wealthiest.  “In the garden 

cemeteries dread was replaced with sweet sorrow”. (Tarlow 2000) Visitors 

would come to the cemetery not only to remember their deceased relatives and 

friends, but also to stroll, admiring the sculptural monuments and handsome 

planting.  
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The local newspaper, the Falkirk Herald and Linlithgow Journal, wrote in July 

1871 that “By a method of most simple, yet artistic nature, the designer of our 

cemetery has contrived to layout the grounds in such a way that usefulness 

shall not be subservient to beauty or ornament.” 

 

Robert Gillespie, visiting the cemetery in the early years, writes:  

 

“Formerly families visiting the graves of the dead they had buried out of their 

sight, could enjoy little of the peaceful seclusion which the bereaved mourner 

covets above everything.”   

“The main entrance, purchased from the Misses Baird of Camelon presents a 

broad carriage approach leading from the street to the lodge – a handsome 

little building, treated in the modern Elizabethan style. Fortunate in possessing 

a fine situation, and having been tastefully planned and planted by Mr Wm. 

Miller, superintendent, who is no mean landscape gardener, the cemetery 

forms a rather notable feature in the view from the north”.  (Gillespie 1879) 

 

 The view of the cemetery seen from the Edinburgh to Glasgow train is still very 

pleasing. 

 

In 1870 Peter Clark was commissioned to devise a plan to improve Falkirk’s Auld 

Kirkyard, so the advent of the cemetery had a corollary enhancing effect on the 

old churchyard.  His main recommendation was to level the old burial ground, a 

recommendation imposing the ‘lawn cemetery style’ on the old churchyard. 

(Falkirk Herald and Linlithgow Journal, 20 November 1875) 

  

 1898 - 1962 5.3 Purchase of additional acres to extend the cemetery 

 

In 1898 it was recognised that the cemetery was becoming inadequate for the 

needs of the Falkirk area.  The Chairman of the Parish council lodged a petition 

to acquire a further 22 acres from the Earl of Zetland, which was deemed 

suitable lying immediately to the north and northwest of the cemetery. William 

Black, land surveyor, said the land was “particularly well suited for Burial 

Ground being sandy and dry. There is no dwelling within 100 yards of the 

ground, the nearest house is that which is occupied by the Superintendent of 

the cemetery, which is 130 yards from the nearest part of the ground proposed. 

The ground proposed to be added is presently arable and pasture ground and is 

not part of any pleasure ground or garden attached to any dwelling house”. 

(Falkirk Archive A812.011/17)  

 

The extension was laid out in a similar style to the original site with curving 

paths and benches, fountains and flower beds.  Initially the monuments were 

restrained and made of local stone, but over the years they became more 

substantial, even ostentatious, using granite and marble.  The amount spent on 
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ornamentation increased towards the end of the century.  The monuments 

were placed in rows, not haphazardly as in some older private cemeteries.  The 

space between the graves were wide enough to allow for mowing and the 

burial mounds minimal, allowing for easier maintenance.   

 

In 1894 responsibility to manage the cemetery passed from the Parish Board to 

the Parish Council.  Graveyard management came to be seen as a duty of public 

bodies.  Cemetery superintendents sought to streamline cemetery 

maintenance, keeping ornaments, mounds, railings and vegetation in tidy rows.  

 

By 1928 there were over 31,000 interments in Camelon Cemetery, and a further 

extension was incorporated into the cemetery. 

 

 1962 -  5.4 Change in burial practises with the advent of cremation 

 

The cemetery landscape has changed little from the original design by Peter 

Clark, however from the mid 20th century there has been a shift away from 

burial to cremation and in 1962 the Falkirk crematorium was opened to the 

north of the cemetery.  The crematorium sits in its own grounds which have 

been landscaped with undulating lawns, and beds of shrubs and evergreens.  

 

Although reduced there remains a steady demand for burials and a field 

southwest of the crematorium was opened for burials in 1962.  A further field, 

southeast of the crematorium, was added in the early twenty first century. The 

landscaping is minimal, it is marked by tidy rows of lairs, separated by neat 

strips of grass.  This field, lying on lower ground, is visually separated from the 

older sections of the cemetery by a thick hedge.  

 

The cemetery continues to be maintained by the local authority. The grass is 

mowed and monuments inspected for safety. Controversy arises when stones 

which are at risk of falling are laid on the ground, or fenced around.  This occurs 

when there are no relatives of the deceased able to make the monuments safe. 

The trees and shrubs planted throughout the nineteenth and twentieth 

centuries have matured, and are clipped and shaped to enhance the graves and 

monuments.  

 

The 1965 report of the Burial and Cremation Authorities describes virtually the 

same landscape as that set out in Loudon’s book of 1843. “It continued to have 

back to back 9’ broad strips of turf for interments with 6’ borders of soil 

between these strips, at the head of the lairs for the placing of monuments.  At 

the foot of the lairs the paths were 5’ wide”.  (Official Report 1965) 

 

Planning permission was sought in 2014 to extend the cemetery further east 

(see below), but at the time of writing this report no further ground had been 

added. 
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Illus. 14:  Camelon Cemetery Extension – Red Line Plan, 2014 

 http://lstcommunitycouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Camelon-Red-Line-Plan.pdf 
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6.0 Components of the Designed Landscape 

  

The following designed landscape components still exist at Camelon Cemetery: 

Category Name 

Avenues, drives & approaches  southern approach 

main drive 

north/south avenue 

Burial ground  cemetery  

Agricultural & industrial features glasshouses 

Offices - services lodge house 

 

This section summarises the historical development of each component and describes its current 

character and condition. 

6.1   Avenues, Drives and Approaches 

When Camelon Cemetery was designed in the late 1860s the main entrance was located in the southeast 

and access to it was via a single road, the southern approach, running north from Camelon:  this has 

remained unchanged to the present day and is now called Dorrator Road.  The entrance is flanked by the 

original stone gate pillars (Illus. 15) and a wall with railings on top marks the perimeter of the cemetery.  

Land was purchased from Miss Baird and Mrs Beatson (Falkirk Archive A812.011/113) in order to create 

the entrance.   

The walls are in good condition and most of the railings adjacent to the entrance are intact (Illus. 16).  A 

railway bridge crosses Dorrator Road to the south of the entrance (Illus. 17).  Improvements were made 

to this bridge when the cemetery was built to allow safe passage between Camelon and the cemetery. 

Originally, as can be seen on the 6” OS map of 1898, there were two entrances:  the main entrance and 

another in the southwest.  Today the latter (Illus. 18), which does not have its original gates, leads out 

into an area in which there are playing fields.  To the north of this entrance the wall terminates in a single 

pillar (Illus. 19).  An entrance can be seen at this point on the OS map of 1951 but it is unclear as to 

whether or not there was a gate.  An entrance to the east (Illus. 20), about halfway along the boundary 

wall, appears on the OS map of 1947:  it is no longer in use. 

There was also evidence of entrances in the northwest (Illus. 21) and northeast (Illus. 22) which appear 

on the OS plan of 1967.  A wall appears to have run east/west between these two entrances (Illus. 23) 

which have both been modified:  there are no longer any gates.  The northwest entrance leads to a 

relatively new section of the cemetery with lairs dating from the latter half of the 20th century. The 

entrance to the northeast has been reconstructed with red sandstone pillars and walls:  this leads to the 

crematorium, which was constructed in 1962, and the most recent burial ground which dates from the 

early 21st c. 

The gate pillars at the main entrance appear to be in good condition.  The unused entrance on the 

eastern boundary appears to have its original gates and pillars, though there is some damage to the gates 
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and stonework. The other gate pillars marking entrances are in a reasonable condition. In addition, a 

more recent entrance with metal gates has been created in the northwest section of the cemetery, which 

leads onto the cycle path (Illus. 24).  To the east of the lodge/offices a section of wall and railings has 

been removed in order to allow vehicular access for commercial/trades visiting the cemetery (Illus. 25).  

On entering the cemetery, the main drive (Illus. 26) heads northeast to the lodge/offices:  when 

constructed it was described as “a broad carriageway” (Gillespie 1879).  It is now paved with a pavement 

to the east and shrubberies on either side composed largely of lonicera, mahonia, choisya, skimmia, 

cypress, rhododendron, pieris, berberis and heathers.  There are occasional beds of annual bedding 

plants.  Trees flank the boundary wall. 

From the lodge/offices the main drive heads northwest then northeast (Illus. 27), skirting burial ground, 

before heading north (Illus. 28) through the cemetery to the crematorium:  this road is paved and in good 

condition and is used by vehicles accessing the crematorium. There are two paved roads which lead off 

the main drive and head northwest and west (Illus. 29) towards the relatively new burial ground to the 

north west.  The roads in the two areas of the cemetery, which were created since the mid 20th century, 

are paved. 

A wide, gravelled, avenue in the oldest section of the cemetery (Illus. 30) leads to some of the more 

prestigious lairs.  The north end of this avenue is marked by a pair of mature monkey puzzle trees (Illus. 

31).  The remaining roads within the cemetery are not paved (Illus. 32 & 33).    

Generally, the unpaved roads are in good condition, with only the occasional pothole.  The paved roads 

are in good condition. 

6.2   Burial Ground 

Due to overcrowding and the unsanitary state of the graveyards in the Parish of Falkirk 11 acres of land 

northwest of Falkirk, in the Parish of Camelon, were purchased, by the Parish Board of Falkirk, from the 

Earl of Zetland in 1869 in order to create a new cemetery.  Peter Clark, formerly curator at Glasgow 

Botanic Gardens, and William Millar, formerly of Port Glasgow cemetery, were responsible for the design 

of the cemetery which followed the principles of the Victorian garden cemetery movement as advocated 

by John Claudius Loudon.  Camelon Cemetery opened in 1870. 

6.2.1   19th century   

As can be seen on the OS map of 1898 the original plan of the site was roughly hemispherical, with broad, 

curvilinear paths creating distinct areas, some of which were deemed more favourable than others.  The 

ground rose very gently from the south to the north. 

Stone walls, topped by railings, formed the boundary of the cemetery to the east (Illus. 35), south (Illus. 

36) and west (Illus. 37).  The specification for building the walls and gate pillars can be found in the Falkirk 

Archives (A812 011/57).  The gates and railings were supplied by Abbot Iron Works (Falkirk Archive A812. 

011/60).   

The railings are in a poor state with many of them having been removed. To the north of the single gate 

pier in the west there is no wall and no evidence of one was found.  This boundary was marked by a 

wooded scarp (Illus. 38).  Along much of the scarp there are scots pine, with bracken beneath, towards 

the north, and more mixed woodland to the south.  Amongst the trees there are scattered piles of 

building debris, origins unknown (Illus. 39). 
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 As mentioned in 6.1 above there is a wall to the north, running east/west: this separates the older part of 

the cemetery from the more recent.  It is in the style of the other walls with railings though it is not known 

when it was built. 

Trees were planted along the main avenues and flowerbeds and shrubberies contributed to the designed 

landscape.  Lairs were separated by grassy strips which were wide enough to be mown.  Headstones were 

arranged in rows, many of which became quite ostentatious towards the end of the 19th century, using 

granite and marble rather than local stone.  Today, the vegetation in this area is mature with clipped 

holly, yew, laurel and cypress as well as an extensive collection of evergreen and deciduous trees (Illus. 

40, 41, 42 & 43).  Red and gold leafed vegetation has been used to lighten the sombre scene. 

6.2.2   Early to mid 20th century 

Towards the end of the 19th century there was a need to extend the cemetery and in 1898 a further 22 

acres of arable and pasture land to the north were purchased from the Marquess (formerly Earl) of 

Zetland:  it was deemed suitable as it was not part of any policy pleasure ground or garden attached to a 

dwelling house and not situated nearer than 100 yards to any dwelling house.  The ground also benefited 

from being sandy and dry (Falkirk Archives A812.011/17).  An extension was subsequently laid out to the 

northwest in a similar style to the original cemetery with curving paths, as can be seen on the OS map of 

1917.   

A stone fountain was erected across the road from the superintendent’s house.  At some point after 1961 

the fountain was relocated to a more prominent position on the main drive, though it is still within sight 

of the offices.  Today it is surrounded by a bed of geraniums (Illus. 44). 

A headstone was found for William McRae (Illus. 45), who was superintendent of the cemetery for 32 

years.  He was probably successor to William Millar, the first superintendent.   

In the mid 1920s a Commonwealth War Graves Commission monument honouring the dead of the Great 

War was erected near the main drive to the east:  bedding plants enhance the scene (Illus. 46).  The 

graves of soldiers who died in WWI and WWII are scattered throughout the cemetery. 

The OS map of 1947 shows yet another area of ground to the north given over to lairs (Illus. 47):  these 

are more closely packed and the vegetation is sparser than that of the older burial ground.  The paths are 

mainly gravel.  

6.2.3   Mid 20th century onwards 

Beyond the north wall there is a lozenge-shaped burial ground with a paved road encircling the lairs with 

trees, including ash, beech, birch, sycamore and cherry, beyond.  There is vehicular access to the 

southwest and access by foot, via steps, to the southeast and also to the northwest:  the latter connects 

to the cycle path.  The ground slopes down from south to north towards the edge of a scarp and the River 

Carron.   

A brick wall forms the eastern boundary:  it is one metre high in the south rising to about two metres in 

the north corner (Illus. 48).   Contemporary railings form the border to the west and north (Illus. 49) and, 

as mentioned previously, a wall topped with railings runs east/west to the south.  

The lairs, many of which are decorated with floral arrangements and personal momentos, are arranged in 

rows with expanses of grass between (Illus. 50).  There is a wooden bench on an elevated platform in the 

southeast corner.  
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In 1962 a crematorium, with surrounding garden grounds and car parking, was built to the northeast of 

this area.   

South of the crematorium, on low lying land that was formerly a sandpit, is yet another burial ground:  

the lairs are tightly packed in regimented rows and the area contains few trees or flowerbeds though it is 

bordered by woodland to the south and west (Illus. 51).  It slopes gently from north to south.  This area 

postdates the OS Plan of 1967 (Illus. 6):  the oldest lairs appear to date from 2002/2003.  Many of the 

headstones of black granite.  A paved road runs around the periphery and another bisects the area. 

There is a works area on the site of the old sandpit to the east.  This is fenced off and screened by beds 

containing phormium, continus coggyria and grasses (Illus. 52).  Another works area can be found on the 

former site of the glasshouses, next to the lodge/offices. 

The cemetery is well maintained by Falkirk Council with the grass mown and bushes trimmed and shaped.  

Flowerbeds are neat.  There are a few headstones that have been deemed to be hazardous and 

consequently have been fenced off (Illus. 53) and others have fallen over.   

6.3  Agricultural and industrial features – glasshouses 

As can be seen on the OS map of 1898 there were a couple of small glasshouses attached to the east side 

of the house.  These would have been important as cemetery gardens were adorned with bedding plants, 

which had become fashionable in the mid 19th century.  These plants originally hailed from places like 

Mexico and South Africa and therefore needed to be raised in hot houses before being planted out. 

Subsequent maps show these glasshouses to have been expanded and added to and by 1951 there was a 

cluster of five of them.  None of them remain today. 

6.   Offices - services 

The offices of Falkirk Council bereavement services are housed in the stone-built lodge house (Illus. 34) 

which is within 50 metres of the entrance.  The house was built for the cemetery superintendent when 

the cemetery was laid out in 1869.  It was located at the most easterly end of an avenue which runs 

east/west, roughly through the middle of the site and was described as “a handsome little building, 

treated in the modern Elizabethan style” (Gillespie 1879).   

A single storey harled extension has been added to the south side of the house, probably in the 1950/60s.   

Across the road, to the west, there is a toilet block of a similar age and style to the extension. 
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Illus. 15:  Main entrance (southeast) to Camelon Cemetery 
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Illus. 16:  Wall and railings to the east of the main entrance 
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Illus. 17:  Bridge to south of main entrance 
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Illus. 18:  Southwest entrance with gate pillars 
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Illus. 19:  Single pillar on the western boundary  
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Illus. 20:  East entrance  
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Illus. 21:  Remains of northwest entrance 
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Illus. 22:  Remains of northeast entrance with later additions in red sandstone 
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Illus. 23:  North wall running east/west between entrances 
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Illus. 24:  Entrance into northwest cemetery from cycle path 
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Illus. 25:  Vehicular access to the cemetery 
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Illus. 26:  Main drive at south entrance, looking southwest 
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Illus. 27:  Main drive to south looking towards fountain 
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Illus. 28:  Main drive to north, looking south 
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Illus. 29:  Main drive heading northwest 
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Illus. 30:  North/south avenue, looking south 
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Illus. 31:  Monkey puzzle trees marking the north end of the north/south avenue 
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Illus. 32:  Unpaved road through oldest section of cemetery 
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Illus. 33: Unpaved road through cemetery 
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Illus. 34:  Lodge house 
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Illus. 35:  Boundary wall – east 
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Illus. 36:  Boundary wall – south 
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Illus. 37:  Boundary wall – west 
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Illus. 38:  Wooded scarp to west of cemetery 
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Illus. 39:  Building debris on top of scarp 
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Illus. 40: View of cemetery showing variety of headstones 
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Illus. 41:  View of cemetery showing curvilinear arrangement of headstones 
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Illus. 42:  View of cemetery showing back-to-back headstones 
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Illus. 43:  View of cemetery showing clipped bushes and trees 
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Illus. 44:  Fountain with bedding plants 
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Illus. 45:  Headstone of William McRae, Superintendent  
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Illus. 46:  20th c. war memorial 
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Illus. 47:  Lairs to north 



57 
 

 

 Illus. 48:  Brick wall bordering northwest burial ground 
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Illus. 49:  Railings bordering northwest burial ground 
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Illus. 50:  Northwest burial ground 
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Illus. 51:  Northeast burial ground 
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Illus. 52:  Screening of works area 
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Illus. 53:  Fenced headstones 
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7.0   Assessment of significance 

 

7.1   The concept of significance 

In the context of national policy, it is necessary to identify and understand the cultural significance of an 
aspect of the historic environment before its national importance can be considered.  The concept of 
cultural significance, which is now widely accepted, was introduced in policy statements including the 
Burra Charter (2013).  Assessment of significance is designed to help establish why a place or feature is 
considered to be important and why it is valued.  It can be a subjective exercise – reflecting the moment 
in history when it is written and the state of knowledge about the site at that time.  This means that the 
assessment of significance has the potential to change as knowledge and understanding of the site 
increase, as ideas and values change or as a result of alterations to the place or feature. 

 In order to be considered to be of national importance and therefore inscribed on the Inventory of 
Gardens and Designed Landscapes, designed landscapes must have a particular cultural significance - 
artistic, archaeological, historic, traditional, aesthetic, scientific and social - for past, present or future 
generations (Historic Environment Scotland Policy Statement, June 2016).   

The cultural significance of a designed landscape rests on three types of characteristics, as set out in the 
HES Policy Statement (2016). 

1. Intrinsic - those inherent in the landscape and/or its constituent parts, including: 

▪ its condition 

▪ its research potential 

▪ the length and legibility of its apparent developmental sequence 

▪ its original or subsequent functions 

2. Contextual - those relating to its place in the wider landscape or body of existing knowledge, 

including: 

▪ the rarity of the designed landscape or any part of it, assessed against its regional and 

national context 

▪ its relationship to other, similar landscapes in the vicinity 

▪ the relationship of the designed landscape and its constituent parts to the wider landscape 
setting 

 
3. Associative - the historic, cultural and social influences that have affected the form and fabric of 

the designed landscape, and vice versa, including: 

▪ its aesthetic attributes 

▪ its significance in the national consciousness or to people who use or have used it, or their 

descendants 

▪ its associations with historical, traditional or artistic characters or events 

The grading of significance here is based on a ranking system developed from Kerr (2013) for 
conservation plans.  It grades the quality of the landscape's intrinsic, contextual and associative 
characteristics; based on the grading of quality, it assesses cultural significance according to a range, as 
set out below. 

Quality: Outstanding Range: International 

High National (Scotland) 

Some Regional 
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Little Local 

An assessment of local cultural significance does not mean that a designed landscape or its constituent 
parts are not worth conserving; indeed, sound conservation and management practices can enhance 
their significance. 

7.2   The significance of the designed landscape at Camelon Cemetery 

 Intrinsic value 
 
The garden cemetery at Camelon is a beautiful and peaceful place to be, and no doubt retains the 
pleasing atmosphere enjoyed by the townspeople of Falkirk when it was first opened.  The landscaping of 
the various phases displays trees, shrubs and flowers, associated with their era of planting. The trees in 
the Victorian sections give the mourners and visitors, an immediate sense of aesthetic tranquillity. From 
the early days the cemetery incorporated both garden and lawn styles, thus whilst planted to create a 
serene and  peaceful environment, the design also satisfied the need for utility for ease of maintenance. 
 
The cemetery is well maintained.  The twentieth century extensions are distinct yet effectively 
amalgamated into a cohesive entity.  The cemetery still fulfils the most important function that pertained 
at its opening in 1870, providing burial places. The corollary purposes, of being a civic amenity, or a 
botanical facility, are less cited now than in 1870, but the opportunity to support biodiversity within the 
green landscape is an important aspect. 
 
Falkirk Cemetery has intrinsic value, not least because the sequential additions continue to  display the 
designed landscape style of the era in which they were made. It is good condition and continues to fulfil 
its original function. 
 
The cemetery was established on the premise that both the wealthy and less affluent citizens of Falkirk 
district would be buried there.  Members of prominent Falkirk families are buried here, for example the 
Russels and the Aitkens, and Robert Barr, the founder A G Barr, manufacturer of Irn Bru.  Miners who lost 
their lives in the Redding Pit disaster of 1923 are buried here.  Inclusivity remains an important value.  
Another aspect of its intrinsic value is the potential it provides for historians and biographers to research 
the story of the town’s fortunes through the lives of the residents based on the headstones and 
memorials. There are many good fine monuments with clear inscriptions. 
 
 
Contextual value 
 
Camelon Cemetery also has contextual value. It was in the vanguard of an important change in the 
designed landscapes of cemeteries and mirrored the design principles of commercial cemeteries in 
Glasgow, Greenock and Dundee.  It marked an important development in Scottish burial policy following 
the Burial Grounds (Scotland) Act 1855.  This Act made provision for parish boards to establish 
cemeteries, distinct from religious or commercial burial grounds, catering for all parishioners, including 
paupers.  With periodic amendments, the 1855 Act remained in force until it was repealed in 2016. 
 
Camelon Cemetery was one of the first garden cemeteries in Scotland.  Its design was similar to the 
prevailing design of the commercial cemeteries in Scotland (for example, Glasgow, Greenock, Dundee). 
The design of the early sections of the cemetery closely followed the specification set out by the 
horticultural writer, J C Loudon, and remain virtually unchanged.  The cemetery is an example of the 
mature work of Peter Clark, former curator of Glasgow Botanic Gardens, and William Millar the cemetery 
superintendent and horticultural planner:  they had worked together at Greenock Cemetery.  
The cemetery was initially in a rural area, in agricultural land outside Falkirk, but is now in a built up area 
of Camelon. However, the cemetery links up well with the surrounding landscape. The views outwards 
are of green areas, playing fields, public areas or agricultural land. The route of the railway that borders 
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the west boundary is edged with trees and shrubs and does not impinge on the peacefulness of the 
environment. 
 
Associative value 
 
The people of Falkirk enjoyed the cemetery from the outset, this sentiment was a big change from the 
townsfolk’s view of the churchyards where their dead were previously buried:  these were distinctly 
unpleasant and unhygienic.  The cemetery is still enjoyed today; Ian Scott, a local historian and journalist, 
says “It may seem an odd thing to say, but one of the pleasantest green places in the Falkirk district is the 
Camelon cemetery”.  (Scott, 2015) The tranquil environment is a comfort for those grieving.   Families can 
easily visit the graves of their ancestors. It is clear that the site has strong associative value with regard to 
the community that it serves. 
 

Cultural significance 

Falkirk Cemetery displays some value in each of the characteristics discussed above, based on the 

criteria listed. As such it is considered to be of regional significance. This is particularly true with 

regard to being one of Scotland’s earliest garden cemeteries.  
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8.0   Sources consulted 

8.1   Historic maps 

  

Cartographer Date Title Sheet 

Ordnance Survey Revised 1896 

Published 1898 

Stirlingshire, 25 inch, 

2nd edition  

XXX.3 

 Ordnance Survey Revised 1913 

Published 1917 

Stirlingshire, 25 inch, 

2nd and later editions 

nXXX.2  

 Ordnance Survey Surveyed 1858-60 

Published 1947 

Stirlingshire, 25 inch, 

2nd and later editions 

nXXX.2  

Ordnance Survey Revised 1950, 

published 1951 

 

Plan NS8780NW - A 

(includes:  Falkirk), 

1:1250 

 

 Ordnance Survey 1.  Revised 1966, 

published 1967 

 

2.  Revised 1960, 

published 1961 

 1.  Plan NS8781SW – C 

(includes:  Falkirk; 

Larbert), 1:1250 

2.  Plan NS8780NW – B 

(includes Falkirk), 

1:1250 

  

  

Source:  http://maps.nls.uk 

 

8.2   Aerial photographs 

 

Illus. 7:  OS Air Photo Mosaics NS 88 SE (Stirlingshire), 1944-50.  http://maps.nls.uk/view/75221382 
  
Illus. 8:  General oblique aerial view of Camelon Cemetery and Crematorium, taken from the N. on 
15/02/2012, Canmore DP 114669, 2012.  http://canmore.org.uk/collection/1272704 
 

8.3   Other sources 

8.3.1   Websites 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ 

http://canmore.org.uk/collection/  

http://collections/falkirk.gov.uk/ 

www.falkirkherald.co.uk 
http://lstcommunitycouncil.org.uk/  

http://maps.nls.uk/ 

http://www.pastmap.org.uk/ 

http://www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/ 

 

http://maps.nls.uk/view/75221382
https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1272704
http://www.falkirkherald.co.uk/
http://maps.nls.uk/
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