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LOCATION OF LANDSCAPE COMPONENTS

ILLUS.: CamelonCemeteryas shown on th&nd edition Ordnance Surveds-inch map (Stirlingshire
XXX.3)with components identified marked in blue (map reproduced frioftp://www.maps.nls.uR.

This is the cemetery as it appeared in its original state from the opening in 1870 until the first of t
expansions in 1898.
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1.0 Introduction to Glorious Gardens

Glorious Gardens is a tweear pilot project to research and record historic gardens and designed
landscapes in two areas of Scotland. The project focuses on properties which are not listed in the Historic
Scotland Inventory of Gardens and Designed Lapst; but which still retain evidence for their

development and have some conservation value. One strand of the pilot project, funddidtbsic

Environment Scotland artie Heritage Lottery Fund, focuses on gardens and designed landscapes (GDLS)
in the Clyde & Avon Valley Landscape Partnership (CAVLP) area while a separate strand, funded by
HistoricEnvironmentScotland, studies properties in the Falkirk local authority area. Glorious Gardens

was initiated and is managed by Scotland's Garden and Layelst=ritage, who contracted Northlight
Heritage to recruit, train and support groups of volunteers to conduct the research and produce reports

on properties in each area during 262617.

2.0 Introduction toFalkirk Camelor) Cemetery

CamelonCemetenylies approximately iles northwest othe town ofFalkirk in the county of
Stirlingshireandto the north ofthe parish ofCamelon which gave the cemetery its name.

It hasbeenthe main cemetery foFalkirk foralmost 150 years. Until 187The townsfolk were

buried in a number of churchyard3hese graveyards had become overcrowded @amiygienic,

putting at risk the health of the livingA movement forural burial grounds away from centres of
population had begun early in the century, gmdvate companies had already established such
cemeteries in Glasgow and EdinburghK S4S OSYSGSNASa 6SOFYS (y26y
wherelandscaping was motable feature. The cemetery in Falkirkoweverwas not established by

a private company but by forward thinkingocal council.

In 1868the Parish Bard ofFalkirk @uncil bought22 acresof landat Dorratur from the Earl of
Zetland andn 1869 work began orhe development ofacemetery for the people of Falkirkhe
site, at that time, layon opengroundnorth of Camelon ando the northwest of Falkirk town the
landrose gently from south to northit was deemed suitable as there were no houses invibimity
and the ground was sandy and difie LNERStirlingshire Midland Junctiorilwayline lay to the
southandthe River Carroko the north.

The cemetery was laid out widsymmetricaturving pathsnakingprovisionfor well separated
individuallairsadorned with shrubs and trees he landscape borrowed from the prevailing
Victorianstyle for public parks and private gardens

The cemetery proved popular with local people and was always favoured as a place &3 walk
asrememberthe dead. Periodically, extra acres of adjoining land were bought to ensure there was
sufficient room for the required number of burial¥wo additions, ir1898and 1928 were styled

very likethe originalcemetery,and lying within eternal stone walls make anified landscapeAn
additional plot was added in 1962 when the crematorium was opened on the nortdesternedge

of the cemetery. Early in the twenfirst century a fieldying southreast of the crematoriuron the

site of aformer sand pifwas added. lis more utilitarian with close rows of lairs set in gragth
minimalplanting

Thelocal authority hasemained the owner and custodian of tikemetery with responsibility to
keep the cemeteryvell managed andhaintained The site is not included on the inventory of
gardens and landscapes, and there are no listed structures.
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Name Designation | Grade | ID Web link

20" ¢. War ID 339068 | canmore.org.uk/site/339068

Memorial

Crematorium ID 261905 | canmore.org.uk/site/261905
3.0 Methods

The study followed the project methodology, as detailed in the Glorious Gardens Method
Statement (see project archive in the National Record of the Historic Environment
maintained by HES).

It involved the consultation of key historic maps, aerial phoagdps, local and national
archives, and databases of heritage assets and statutory designations.

The deskbased research was followed by systematic walkover survey to identify and record
surviving components and key elements of the historic designedstape. Initially, the

survey employed a recording system desigspdcificallyfor the project that combind

written field notes, tabletbased data capture and photographin the extension to the

project data capture on the tablet was not used havingmé&ound to be overly

complicated All data gathered during the project are available for consultation as part of
the Glorious Gardens archive, held at the National Record of the Historic Environment
maintained by HES. The sources consulted are listegtiioa 8.

The information gathered has been synthesised to establish a baseline understanding of the
development of the designed landscape and its current state, including its overall structure,
surviving components and conservation opportunities.



4.0 Deskbased Research

4.1 Historic maps

CamelonCemeteryappears on maps froiie late 19th century onward. This section summarises the
changes to the designed landscape which are captured on each of the more informative historic maps.
Section &raws out further evidence from the maps as it relates to specific components of the landscape.
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Cartographer Ordnance Survey

Title: Stirlingshire (Falkirk) 25 inchi“2dition
Sheet: XXX.3
Date: Revised 1896, published 1898
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CamelonCemetery opened in 1870 but did not appear on any Ordnance Survey maps until 1898
covered 11 acres of ground and was laid out in the garden cemeideyvgith curvilineampaths, trees
and flower beds

There aretwo entrances, one to the southwesaindoneto the southeasof the cemetery the latter
connecswith the road which rurs south/southwest, under the railway bridge, to Camelon.

A lodge househuilt for the superintendent of the cemeteryiesa short distance north of the
entrance. Immediately adjacent to the east side of the housa collection of greenhouses.

To the east of the cemeteriekthe site of the Sunnyside Iron Works artete 5 a small sandpit to the
northeast.

To the norththere ae fieldsbeyond whichsg the River Carroand to the wests a ridge runing
north/south, below whichs rough groundThe eastern boundary is marked by a road




Mus: 3

Cartographer Ordnance Survey

Title: Stirlingshire (Falkirlt;arbert) 25 inch (2 and later editions)
Sheet: nXXX.2
Date: Levelled 1911, revised 1913, published 1917

The OS mapf 1917shows the extent to which theemetery hagxpanded to the northwest onto
ground which had been fieldghis areds bounded by aidge to the west. Its design follows the
original concept of curvilinear path3he newly designated burial ground has three paths in the
northeast which endbruptly in a field: this suggests that there was an intention to expand the
cemetery further.

The following changes have been madthin the cemeterysince the pubitation of the OS map of
1898: the path leading from the entrance in the southwegipeas to havegone; afountain has been
installed acros¢he road from the lodge hous¢hree additional glasshousdsave been constructed
next to the lodge and there is a building on the site of the old sandpit

Beyond the cemetery the following changes haeeurred: to the easttte Iron Works has expaad;
there is now housing to the south of the NBR Stirlingshire Midland railwawtiddhereis now a
sandpit across the road to the east of the cBry.




us: 4

Cartographer Ordnance Survey

Title: Stirlingshire (Falkirk; Larbert) 25 in@i® and later editions)
Sheet: nXXX.2
Date: Surveyed 858-60, relevelled 1911, revised 1944, published 19
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Bythe 1940s there habeen a @irther extension othe cemeterynorthwards ontofarmland againthe
designfollowing the curvilinear layout of the original groundsis constrained in the east by the roag
and in the west by a ridgeTwo of the paths from the second phase of development have been
extended seamlessinto the newlydesignated area.

The pathleadingfrom the southwest entrancappears to have been reinstated and there is a new
entrance leading from the newly designated area onto the road to the €stre is yet another
glasshouse adjacent to the lodge and two binidgs occupy the site of the old sand pit.

The sandpit to the east has been significantly enlarysdthere is nowaroad to the souttheading in
a north-easerly direction.




Mus: 5

Cartographer Ordnance Survey

Title: Plan NS8780NWA (includes: Falkij)k1:1250

Date: Revised 195(published 1951
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Although the OS pladrawn up in 1950/51 show no change to the siteshibwsthe layoutof the
cemeteryin more detail The access from the south is along Dorrator Road.
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Cartographer Ordnance Survey

Title: 1. Plan N8781SW, C (includes: Falkirkarbert) 1:1250
2. PlarNS8780NW B (includes Falkirk), 1:1250

Date: 1. Revised 1966, published 1967
2. Revised 1960, published 1961

lllus: 6.2




By the time othe pulication of the OSIansin the 19604 he site of the cemetery has expanded yet
againas far as the River Carron in the nortfihis area can be accessed by a footpath in the northw
and another in the southeast/ehicular access is to the southwest.

This burial groundg encircledby a road beyond which are treeé. wall runningapproximately
east/west perhaps the originddoundary wallseparates the latesareaof burial groundrom the old.
To the northeast of this area is the site of the new crematorium, erected in 1962. Access to the
crematorium is bya main driverunning alonghe easternboundaryof the cemetery.

The plans show the extent of the tree planting in the cemetery. Paths seem to have disappeare
the two areas on the south side of the cemetetiie oldest lairs can be found here.

The OS plarfsom the 1960s are the most recent and do not shibv extension of the cemetery south
2T GKS ONBYIUG2NRdzYs ¢6AGK fFANB RIFEIGAYTI FTNBY HANNHKAOO
current illustrative plan of the cemetery (see below).
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4.2 Aerial Photographs

lllus. 8 OS Air Photo Mosaics 88 SE (Stirlingshire), 1950

The aerial photograph closely correspondshe planpublished in 1951 (see lllustration 5 above)
showing the first three phases of development.

(http://maps.nls.uk/view/75221382)
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https://canmore.org.uk/collection/1272704

lllus. 9 General oblique aerial view of Camelon Cemetery and Coeiuiat, taken from the north

There are no OS maps showing the current site: this aerial photograph clearly shows the crematorium
with garden ground in the foreground atiide more recent extension of the cemetery, above lefhigh
postdates the 196 OS fan. The density of vegetation is much greater in tider, more established

part of the cemetenand the areadating from the mid 2 century onwards havéirs in serried ranks.

The cemetery and crematorium site is enclosed bglaof trees

Towards the top left of the photograpdre pavilions for playing fields which are located on the site of the
old Sunnyside Iron Work& he River Carrgrhorseshoe shaped, can be sdmitom right.

(CanmoreDP 1146692012
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5.0 Timeline for the Development o€amelonCemeteryDesigned Landscape

Date / Period

Event / Phase of Development

Pre1868

5.1 Backgroundo the establishment of Camelo@emetery

There was considerable concern about the state of churchyaritieifirst half
of the 19" century,beginning in the larger citieghere, because of
industrialisation manypeoplehad movedrom their ruralhomes. The
significant increase in urbgopulationsadded pressure on already
overcrowded burial grounds, leading to unhygienic conditions.

There was mounting distaste for the common practise of moving bones to §
for further burials. In additionthe prevalence of body snatching put peejh
real fear that the bodies of their departed would be stolen. People began tq
demand that their deceased could lie undisturbed, in perpetuityairs that
belonged to them. Alsonithe early 19 century dissenters in Englaaad
Scotlandbegan to ceate secular burial grounds, not associated with churche

In the 1820s and 1830s private companies saw an opportunity to make a p
by buying land on the outskirts of towns and cities and selling plots to peop
with means.

John Claudius Loudonpeolific horticultural writer and activist, published a
manual for creatingnew cemeteriesl S aGF SR GKIF i & OK
cemeteries are scenes not only calculated to improve the morals and the te
and by their botanical riches to cultivate the inelt, but hey serve as
historical recordé. (Loudon 1843)Iin 1830, hehad written an article stating
that cemeteries could be made into Botanical Gardens at no extra cost, bul
his book a decade later he advised against flowers, to prevent cemeteries
resembling pleasure grounds. He recommended double rows for burials w|
soil between the rowso allowfor monuments. He set out detailed
specificationdor all aspects of the site, including, the layout, drainage and
planting. H advisedlantingpines, firs, cypresses, yeves)d junipersirees
which allowed inthesunt i K& &K2dzZ R 0S 0Q &AR!
passage of the coffin(Loudon 1843)
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Private cemeteries were opened in England in the eafycEhtury on a
commercial basis, mainly catering for the wealthy. In Scotland, the earliest
most notable private cemetery was the Necropolis in Glasgow, opened in 1
Stewart Murray, the first curator of Glasgow Botanic Gardens was consulte
over thelandscape and the planting of the Necropolis, showing the value pl
on horticulture expertise Loudon visited the Necropolis in 1832, shortly befc
it opened. A few more private cemeteries, for those who could afford to
purchase a plot, opened in tH830s and 1840sThese included three in the
west of Scotland also designed 8iewartMurray. The superintendent of one
of them, the Greenock cemetery, was Peter Clanko succeededstewart
Murray, as the second curator at the Glasgow Botanic Gardg&hsgitis 2006)

1868-1889

5.2The establishment of CameloGmetery

In Falkirk awareness of the foul state of their graveyards was incredisiing
the mid 19" century. Areport written in1859drew attention to the
unacceptable tate of their burial grounds

0A filthy and offensive ditch separates the burial ground from the houses a
the moisture which exudes from the crowded and elevated burial ground is
most unwholesome to those living in these houses, shops or workrooms or|
I A 3K { QuntBdDyBaot, |. Balkirk HeraldstMay 2015)
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