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LOCATION OF LANDSCAPE COMPONENTS 

 

  
 

 

Illus. 1:  The Carron House estate as shown on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey six-inch map 

(Stirlingshire Sheet XXIV), with components identified by letter (map reproduced from 

http://www.maps.nls.uk). 

 

A West Approach G Pleasure Gardens 

B North Approach H Parkland 

C South Approach I Farmland 

D Carron House J Dovecot 
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1.0 Introduction to Glorious Gardens 

 

Glorious Gardens is a two-year pilot project to research and record historic gardens and designed 

landscapes in two areas of Scotland.  The project focuses on properties which are not listed in the 

Historic Scotland Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes, but which still retain evidence for 

their development and have some conservation value.  One strand of the pilot project, funded by 

Historic Environment Scotland and the Heritage Lottery Fund, focuses on gardens and designed 

landscapes (GDLs) in the Clyde & Avon Valley Landscape Partnership (CAVLP) area while a separate 

strand, funded by Historic Environment Scotland, studies properties in the Falkirk local authority 

area.  Glorious Gardens was initiated and is managed by Scotland's Garden and Landscape Heritage, 

who contracted Northlight Heritage to recruit, train and support groups of volunteers to conduct the 

research and produce reports on properties in each area during 2015-2017. 

2.0   Introduction to Carron House 

Carron House was built in the 1760s for Mr. Charles Gascoigne, general manager and son-in-law of 

one of the founders of The Carron Company.  It replaced an earlier house at Gairdoch.  Attached to 

the house were warehouses and offices: it was essentially the company headquarters. 

The house (NS 89756 82955) was situated on low lying ground on the north bank of the River Carron 

in the parish of Grangemouth, county of Stirlingshire, approximately 10 miles north of Falkirk and 5 

miles west of the Firth of Forth.  It was built on the outskirts of the village of Carronshore, which lies 

immediately to the west.  The pedimented frontage of the house is now a B listed ruin.  Also B listed 

is the dovecot (NS 89758 82672), located downstream on the north shore of the River Carron:  it too 

is a ruin.  The River Carron flows from west to east through alluvial deposits to the Firth of 

Forth.  Gascoigne canalised segments of the river downstream of the house, removing meanders and 

significantly reducing the distance to the Firth of Forth.  Boats bringing supplies could then navigate 

the river up to Carronshore.  The river banks were reinforced with material dredged from the river in 

order to prevent flooding. 

In the 18th and 19th centuries the fortunes of Carron House were closely associated with the standing 
of the Carron Company, as its various owners and occupants were mostly managers or relatives of 
managers of the company. The Iron Works have attracted a lot of interest from industrial historians 
and researchers because of their important place in Britain’s industrial development, but there has 
been virtually no attention paid to Carron House and its garden.  

The first owner, Charles Gascoigne, established the garden and the second, John Ogilvie, sought to 
enhance its grandeur by separating it from its industrial neighbours. Both men, however, had serious 
financial problems, no doubt affecting the amount they could spend on developments.  The house 
and gardens suffered a series of absentee owners during the 19th century, leading to phases of 
neglect.  There were also periods when little is known about the state of the estate. In contrast, the 
last two decades of the 19th century were a good era for the garden, under the expertise of Mungo 
Temple, a well-known gardener, and horticultural writer.  The garden returned to obscurity in the 
20th century after its Victorian zenith. 
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Name Designation Grade ID  Web link 

Carron 
House 

Listed B ID140828 

SMR256 
http://canmore.org.uk/site/140828 
http:/collections.falkirk.gov.uk/ 

Dovecot Listed B ID46995 
SMR19 

http://canmore.org.uk/site/46995 
http:/collections.falkirk.gov.uk/ 

Walled 
garden 

  ID220474 
SMR658 

http://canmore.org.uk/site/220474 
http:/collections.falkirk.gov.uk/ 

 

3.0 Methods 

The study followed the project methodology, as detailed in the Glorious Gardens Method Statement 

(see project archive in the National Record of the Historic Environment maintained by HES).  

 

It involved the consultation of key historic maps, aerial photographs, local and national archives, and 

databases of heritage assets and statutory designations.  

  

The desk-based research was followed by systematic walkover survey to identify and record 

surviving components and key elements of the historic designed landscape.  Initially, the survey 

employed a recording system designed specifically for the project that combined written field notes, 

tablet-based data capture and photography.  In the extension to the project data capture on the 

tablet was not used having been found to be overly complicated. All data gathered during the 

project are available for consultation as part of the Glorious Gardens archive, held at the National 

Record of the Historic Environment maintained by HES. The sources consulted are listed in section 8. 

 

The information gathered has been synthesised to establish a baseline understanding of the 

development of the designed landscape and its current state, including its overall structure, 

surviving components and conservation opportunities. 

  

http://canmore.org.uk/site/140828
http://canmore.org.uk/site/46995
http://canmore.org.uk/site/220474
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4.0   Desk-based Research 

4.1   Historic maps 

Carron House itself appears on maps from the 19th century onward.  This section summarises the 

changes to the designed landscape which are captured on each of the more informative historic 

maps.  Section 6 draws out further evidence from the maps as it relates to specific components of 

the landscape. 

 

Illus. 2 

Cartographer: Timothy Pont 

Title:  East Central Lowlands (Stirling, Falkirk and Kilsyth), 32 

Date:  c. 1583-1614 

   

On the north bank of the River Carron, north-north-east of Callendar Castle, lies a 

settlementLiuranns. One hunred and fifty years later Carron House occupied a similar location. To 

the north of liuranns is Quarell, later to become Carron. 
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Illus. 3 

Cartographer: General William Roy 

Title: Military Survey of Scotland:  Lowlands 

Date: 1747-55 

 

 

The settlement of Liuranns no longer appears on the map.  Instead there are a couple of new 

settlements, Poldcatching (?) and Fallreach, in a similar location.  In addition, Quarrelshore can be 

found to the west of the site and the estate of Abbotshaugh to the south of the river. 
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Illus. 4 

Cartographer:  John Grassom 

Title:  To the Noblemen and Gentlemen of the County of Stirling: Southeast Sheet 

Date:  1817 

  

Carronhouse first appears on Grassom’s map of 1817, lying on the north bank of the River Carron, east 

of the village of Carronshore, formerly Quarrelshore.  It is shown as a large, detached, two storey 

house fronting onto the river.   It stands at the junction of two roads:  one follows the line of the north 

bank of the River Carron, running between the house and the river, and the other, to the east of the 

house, heads due north.  This appears to be the main north approach to the house with a lodge half 

way between the house and the road which ran east/west between the church and manse to the east 

and Carronshore to the west.   

Trees separate the house from buildings immediately to the west, along the riverbank road to 

Carronshore.  The buildings may have been warehouses or a timber yard. The road running south along 

the river is also tree-lined and leads to another building before veering northeast.  This building is 

horseshoe shaped, adjacent to the river, and contained a collection of small manufacturing units 

making, for example, pitch and ropes.  To the east the former course of the meandering river is 

demarcated by line of trees with a clump in the centre.  Downstream the north bank of the river is 

marked by trees.  Details of the developments along this stretch of the River Carron can be seen on 

‘Ainslie’s plan of the River Carron 1797’ (NRS RHP242) which can be found at the National Records 

Office, copyright the Crown. 
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Illus. 5 

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey 

Title: Stirlingshire (includes Airth; Dunipace; Falkirk; Grangemouth; Larbert; St Ninians):  

six inch 1st edition 

Sheet: XXIV 

Date: Surveyed 1861, published 1865 

 

Carron House appears on the first edition OS map of 1865 as a quadrangle with open court, with the 

east and south wings deeper than those to the west and north.  The frontage facing the River Carron to 

the south is oriented east southeast/west northwest.  The north approach now lies to the west of the 

house.   

The estate has been divided into clearly identifiable areas of inner and outer policies:  the former 

encircles the house immediately to the north, east and south and the latter extends beyond.   The river 

forms a natural boundary to the south.  The lodge to the north marks the point where the inner and 

outer policies meet. 

The inner policies consist of parkland to the north of the house, which extends westwards to the village 

of Carronshore; a belt of trees separate the policies from the village.  Within this area, between the 

house and the village, there are a couple of buildings forming an L shape.  There is another area of 

parkland to the southeast of the house, the southern and western boundaries of which are mixed 

woodland.  Immediately to the north and east of the house the area has been walled and 

compartmentalised with two distinct orchards to the east and ornamental gardens adjacent to the 

house.  The larger ornamental garden has been divided into two unequal portions which are bounded 
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by paths:  the area to the east has three ornamental trees planted in a row in the centre, aligned 

north/south, and the area to the west has trees planted in a quincunx format.  A shed can be found in 

the southeast corner of the walled garden adjacent to the orchard.  A smaller, triangular walled garden 

can be found to the west:  a tree has been planted in the centre.   The two areas of orchard have been 

planted differently, perhaps denoting a different fruit.  An area of mixed woodland can be found 

encircling the orchard to the north and east. 

A dovecot can now be found where the manufacturing works were previously located, adjacent to the 

river.   

The outer policies, which consist of farmland, extend as far as the village of Carronshore to the west.  

Within this area, to the north and east, lie the farms of Westertown and Backrow. In the south, 

adjacent to the river, there is a building, aligned northwest/southeast, and a dovecot.   These buildings 

had previously contained factories making pitch and rope but their current use is unknown.  
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Illus. 6 

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey 

Title: Stirlingshire (includes Falkirk; Grangemouth and Larbert):  6” 2nd or later editions   

Sheet: XXIV.SE 

Date: Revised 1896, published 1899 

 

The southeast wing of Carron House now no longer exists.  An elongated building now lies immediately 

to the north of the house, its purpose unknown.  It also appears that some of the buildings 

immediately to the west have been demolished, though others have been built.   

A noticeable change to the estate has been the addition of a number of glasshouses within the walled 

garden and immediately to the north of it:  a glasshouse extends the full length of the southern wall 

whilst two more can be found along the north wall.   The latter appear to be on the south facing side:  

on the north facing side there are buildings.  There are other much smaller glass structures to the west 

and north of the walled garden.  The walled garden itself has been divided into four unequal portions 

which are bounded by paths.   A rectangular pond can be found to the north of the walled garden.  To 

the east of the walled garden, in the former orchard, there is a small building adjacent to the path, 

perhaps a summerhouse. A detailed description of the walled gardens can be found in Appendix 1. 

Much tree planting has been carried out since the first OS map of 1865.  The orchards have now 

disappeared and have been replaced by parkland with both deciduous and coniferous trees:  a network 

of paths running through a belt of mixed woodland now encircles the walled garden and parkland. 

The parkland separating the house from the village of Carronshore has been more heavily planted and 

trees also now mark the boundary of the inner policies to the north in the vicinity of the lodge.  Clumps 

of trees have been planted in the fields in the outer policies to the east. 
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Illus. 7 

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey 

Title: Stirlingshire (includes:  Falkirk; Grangemouth; Larbert) six inch 2nd or later editions  

Sheet: nXXIV.SE 

Date: Revised 1914, published 1921 

 

There has been very little change since the 6” OS map of 1899:  the glasshouses on the southern 

boundary of the walled garden have now gone and there is now a lodge to the west of the house on 

the site of previous buildings.  This suggests that the west approach to the house, from Carronshore, 

has superseded the north approach. 

A reservoir is marked on the map to the north of the walled garden but it is unclear as to where it 

actually is.  Kennels can be found in the vicinity of the dovecot and a boat house is located further 

downstream.  The trees that bordered the river downstream of the dovecot have now gone. 

  



 

11 
 

Illus. 8 

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey 

Title: Stirlingshire (includes:  Falkirk; Grangemouth; Larbert) six inch provisional edition   

Sheet: nXXIV.SE 

Date: Additions 1938, published c. 1948 

 

The only apparent change is the development of housing, namely Westerton Terrace, in the northwest 

corner of the outer policy. 
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Illus. 9 

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey 

Title: Stirlingshire (includes:  Falkirk; Grangemouth; Larbert) six inch provisional edition   

Sheet: nXXIV.SE 

Date: Revised 1946, published 1951 

 

The two small buildings to the north of the walled garden have gone, as well as the elongated building 

immediately to the north of the house.  The reservoir is now no longer marked on the map. 
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4.2   Aerial Photographs 

Sue - Need to gain access to second aerial photo in order to describe changes.  Can you get 

access to the ncap images? – Yes, we can 

 

 

Illus. 10:  OS Air Photo Mosaic  of Scotland, 1944-50, (Stirlingshire).  www.http://maps.nls.uk 

Illus. 11:  Sorties Series MER/106/71, Bankside, Falkirk, July 1971.https://ncap.org.uk/frame/8-1-10-1-21-

198 

 

 

  

http://www.http/maps.nls.uk
https://ncap.org.uk/frame/8-1-10-1-21-198
https://ncap.org.uk/frame/8-1-10-1-21-198
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5.0   Time lines for the Development of Carron House Designed Landscape 

5.1   Owners and occupants of Carron House 

 Owners Occupants of Carron House 

1779 - 1786 Charles Gascoigne Charles Gascoigne 

c1786 – 1818 John Ogilvie John Ogilvie 

1818 – 1838 J Ogilvie’s estate House possibly empty or let 

1838 – 1850 Henry Stainton, 
He lived in London 

House let and neglected (Joseph Dawson, Company 
manager, lived at “Carron Post Office”, 1841 census) 

c1859 – 1873 William Dawson Carron House let to local farmer, Thomas Wood 

c1873 – 1884 Estate of William Dawson Not known who occupied the house, may have been 
Thomas Wood  

c1884 – 1910 Thomas and Anne Dawson 
Brodie, and Dinah Dawson* 

Carron House occupied by head gardener, Mungo 
Temple, his family, under gardeners and servants 

1910 Dinah died without heir Estate to Dawson Trust 

*Thomas, Anne, and Dinah, Anne’s sister lived at Powfoulis and 9 Ainslie Place Edinburgh 

 

5.2   Carron Company managers up to 1879 

 Carron Company Managers 

1759 - 1769 William Caddell lived at Carron Park 

1769 – 1786 Charles Gascoigne lived in newly built Carron House 

1786 - 1825 Joseph Stainton (lived in Mungal cottage) 

1825 – 1850 Joseph Dawson, nephew of Joseph Stainton 

1779 - 1786 William Dawson lived at Powfoulis, (bought in 1855) 

1873 – 1873 Thomas Dawson, lived in Meadowbank House, Uddingston 

1873 onwards  All managers were full time professional appointees 

1884 – 1896 Thomas Dawson Brodie, son-in-law of William Dawson, was company secretary 

1982 Carron Company went into receivership 

 

Event / Phase of Development 

Date / Period Event / Phase of Development 

Pre 18th century 5.3 Early history, before the establishment of the Carron Iron Works 

 

There appears to be a building on the site in Pont’s map of 1583 – 1601 with the 

name Luiranns, which does not appear on later maps.  On Roy’s Lowland map 

there is a building, Poldcatching, and a small structure downstream.  However, by 

the first edition six-inch OS map, 1865, Carron House has been built and is 

surrounded by gardens and grounds.  For its first 100 years the history of Carron 

House was closely allied to the history of the Carron iron works.   

 

1759 – 1786 

 

 

 

 

5.4 Carron House built for Charles Gascoigne, manager of the iron works. 

 

Carron House was built, between 1759 and 1773, for Charles Gascoigne, manager 

of Carron iron works from 1769 until 1786. 
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The Carron Company had been founded by John Roebuck, William Caddell and 

Samuel Garbett in 1759.  The foundry first started production in 1760.  Iron ore 

came from Bathgate and coke from the local coal mines.  William Caddell’s son, 

also William, became the first manager of the company.   

 

In 1763 Roebuck, Garbett and Caddell took on the lease of Carronshore 

(previously known as Quarrelshoar) to assist in the transporting of goods to and 

from the works.  Also, in 1763 Samuel Garbett established a turpentine factory, 

called the Pitch House, further east along the north bank of the Carron River.  His 

son in law, Charles Gascoigne, became its manager. 

 

Carron House was built close to the river bank, between the harbour to the west 

and the Pitch House to the east.  Carron House was, in effect, the HQ of the 

company, incorporating a granary (warehouse), counting house as well as family 

accommodation.   

 

The rectangular building was planned around a central courtyard. The west range 

was the granary, facing the works; the north range consisted of counting house 

and other offices looking out to parkland; both the south and east ranges 

constituted the living quarters.  The south façade overlooked the river and the 

east façade with two bay windows on either side looked out to the gardens.  The 

grand south facing façade was designed to demonstrate Gascoigne’s status.  It 

had five bays, linked by a loggia, with a pediment over the three central bays.  The 

house had thirteen rooms with fireplaces.  Despite the lavishness of the frontage, 

the house was not included in the list of mansions in the New Statistical Account, 

(NSA volume 8, 1845). 

 

The relation of the house to the river was described in court papers in 1794. “Mr. 

Gascoigne built a key (quay) and upon it was erected a large crane, extending 

from Mr. Gascoigne’s warehouses over the bank of the river”.  In addition, a 

brewery was built on “the very edge of the river” and “immediately adjoining to 

the brewhouse was a large carpenter’s yard surrounded with dwelling houses, 

forming a square of about a hundred and fifty feet, with two stone walls from the 

sides of the square, built into the water edge, and separated from the river by a 

high palisade”.  (Falkirk Archive, A 1066.001, Petition papers, relating to Carron 

River case). 

 

It is perhaps worth noting that the proximity of the river, and two oxbow portions 
of water left after the straightening of the river, gave potential for including water 
features in the designed landscape, as often seen in contemporary fashionable 
gardens, but there were none.   Perhaps, as the garden of an industrialist, water 
had a utilitarian rather an aesthetic function. 
  
The walled garden, which appears for the first time on the 1st edition OS map, was 

probably built at the same time as the house (Gifford and Walker 2002). 
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Illus. 12:   OS Sheet 31, 1st edition 1856 – 1891 (NLS) 

 

Gascoigne made two cuts in the river to ease the transport of goods.  He 

strengthened the banks of the river with creels and baskets filled with stones, 18th 

century gabions, to reduce the risk of flooding.  The resulting ‘loops’ became 

meadows. He planted trees along the edge of the river, and around the boundary 

of the garden.  The fields on the estate were enclosed.  (Falkirk Archive, A 

1066.001, Petition papers, relating to Carron River case). 

 

The Carron Company experienced considerable problems, business and financial, 

and relationships between the partners deteriorated as the company’s financial 

stability declined.  The quality of their cannon was poor and they lost the contract 

to supply the navy. Gascoigne worked hard to improve the product and invested 

money in the manufacturing processes.  An improved design, the ‘Carronade’, was 

successful, notably in the Napoleonic wars.  The Carronade was also used in the 

American civil war. It considerably improved the company’s fortunes.  However, 

controversially, Gascoigne travelled to Russia in 1786, taking some workers with 

him, to establish a Russian foundry in Kronstadt.  When Gascoigne left Scotland, 

his personal financial affairs were in a very poor state and his property, including 

Carron House, was sequestered.  He did not return to Britain, dying in Russia in 

1806. 

1786 – 1838 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.5 John Ogilvie owner - removal of the industrial structures  

 

Charles Gascoigne’s property was sequestered and John Ogilvie, from Dunmore, 

bought Carron House cheaply from Gascoigne’s creditors.  John Ogilvie was a local 

landowner, doing business with, but not employed by, The Carron Company.  

During his ownership of Carron House, the headquarters of the company was re-

located away from the house, and industrial structures were taken down, allowing 

the grounds around the house to be devoted to gardens. 

 

There were tensions between Ogilvie and The Carron Company.  In 1794 a 

petition was raised against John Ogilvie by six ‘Shipmasters’ of Carronshore.  The 

court papers throw some light on the development of the gardens.  The 

petitioners’ complaint was that Mr. Ogilvie prevented them tracking their barges 

past the property on the northern bank towpath.  (Falkirk Archive, A 1066.001, 

Petition papers, relating to Carron River case). 
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The petitioners stated that Mr. Ogilvie did not stay in the house very much, 

spending time in Harrowgate (sic) and the Highlands, but when there “he dressed 

his grounds, and made some plantations along the bank of the river”.   It was 

recorded that “some of the mariners hooked their anchors in the creels and 

baskets put in for the purpose of preserving the bank of the river” and some 

“thought proper to pull up some of the young trees by their roots”.  In 1787 Mr. 

Ogilvie put up notices prohibiting anyone from using the towpath.  He built a ten-

foot wall to further protect his property, justifying this because he had spent a 

considerable sum improving the gardens.  The gardener was a John McPherson.  

Sadly, we do not have any drawings of the gardens at the time, but the notice in 

The Scotsman on November 5 1823, when the property was put up for sale states: 

 

“Estate in Stirlingshire 

The Lands and Estate of Abbotshaugh, Gairdoch, and Others, which belonged to 

the late John Ogilvie, Esq. consisting of the richest carse grounds, all lying 

contiguous, in the parishes of Falkirk and Bothkennar. 

…. 

Also the Mansion-House (Carron House), shrubberies, Gardens, Orchards, court of 

Offices, &tc.  The Mansion-house is large and commodious, and the grounds 

around it and gardens are in the best order, and may be entered to immediately 

after the sale.” 

 

 
Illus. 13:  Sales notice in The Scotsman on November 5th 1823 

Reproduced courtesy of The Scotsman 

http://archive.scotsman.com/search/results?sortorder=dayearly 

 

As well as developing the grounds around the house Mr. Ogilvie had improved the 

farmland on his estate.  At some time, there was a fire in the house which 

damaged the living quarters.  The date of the fire, and the extent of the damage is 

not known, but in 1789 Ogilvie made some renovations, which may have been in 

response to the fire. The Buildings of Scotland, on the other hand, gives C19 as the 

date of the fire (Gifford and Walker 2002). 

 

At the time of his death in 1818 John Ogilvie had substantial debts.  In his will he 

directed that his estate north of the river, mainly Carron House and gardens, be 
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sold to pay his debts, leaving the residue of the estate to John Walker, his heir and 

cousin.  John Walker Ogilvie and his heirs held the lands of Gairdoch, south of the 

River Carron until 1883 (Watters 1998). 

  

A plan drawn up by William Crawford in 1819, one year after the death of John 

Ogilvie, describes an improved estate, with gardens and plantations surrounding 

the house, and no sign of industrial works.  (RHP 1485: National Record Office, 

plan owned by Brodies WS).  Despite the positive notice in the Scotsman, Carron 

House did not sell at this time.  

 

The house and gardens were probably badly neglected in the decades after John 

Ogilvie’s death.   In 1826 Mr. Ogilvie’s creditors took the case to court to try to 

force a sale:  it came before the court of session in 1834, but it was 1838 before 

the estate was bought by Henry Stainton, the London agent for The Carron 

Company, and brother to Joseph Stainton, the company’s manager. 

1838 - 1850 

 

 

 

5.6 Carron House and Estate owned by Henry Stainton   

The Carron Company managed by Joseph Stainton and Joseph Dawson 

 

Although Carron House was bought by Henry Stainton, he did not live there:  it 

was looked after by a neighbour.  In 1843 the Post Office directory names Henry 

Stainton as the householder, but there are no entries in subsequent directories.  

There is little information about the fortune of the house and gardens at this time. 

 

It may not be surprising that little was written about Carron House in that era 

because the two brothers, Joseph and Henry Stainton, were buying property for 

themselves with Carron Company funds and concealing the purchases or 

underestimating their value.  Campbell states that there is a “paucity of records” 

for Carron Company assets, it looks as though there was minimal expansion in the 

period 1786 – 1873, which was not the case (Campbell 1961). 

 

Charles Williams, a member of the Law Society council, wrote in 1883 that “not 

only was Joseph Stainton (manager of the ironworks) a man of first rate mental 

power, but he was also possessed of the strongest family affection, so far as that 

affection develops itself in a pecuniary direction.” (Williams 1883). 

 

Joseph Stainton died in 1825, and his nephew, Joseph Dawson (son of Dinah 

Stainton, the sister of Joseph and Henry) was appointed manager of The Carron 

Company.  However, his uncle, Henry Stainton, apparently ruled the works from 

London (Campbell 1961).   Joseph Dawson died in 1850 and his brother, William 

Dawson, succeeded him as manager. 

 

Henry Stainton also died in London in 1850.  Although little is known about Henry 

Stainton’s proprietorship of Carron House, there is a paragraph in Williams’ book 

relating to his London estate.  Henry Stainton “spent many years and large sums 

of money in converting these acres into a system of canals, reservoirs, cascades, 
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and islands at various levels by means of lifts and sluices of his own design.” 

(Williams 1883).  

 

It is not known whether Henry Stainton indulged his interest in canals, etc. in the 
garden at Carron House, as the next available information about the garden 
described it as badly neglected and overgrown.  
 

Joseph and Henry Stainton had appeared to run the company effectively but on 

Henry’s death it became apparent to others that they had for many years 

misappropriated company profits benefitting their own accounts, cheating 

partners and shareholders, most of who were members of the wider family.  

Prolonged legal proceedings ensued, depressing the company’s performance and 

opportunity for growth in the 1850s and 1860s.  Henry’s estate, including Carron 

House, had to be sold and it was bought by his nephew, William Dawson, the new 

Carron Company manager. 

 

William Dawson, the manager from 1850 until 1873, had not been party to the 

fraudulent activity and he worked hard to regularise the company’s financial 

position.  Towards the end of his time in charge he began a programme of 

modernisation.  William Dawson did not live in Carron House, living nearby at 

Powfoulis.  After William retired as manager, his brother, Thomas Dawson, was 

appointed manager, but he died within a year in 1873.  After 1873 the Carron 

Company appointed full time professional managers. 

  

Thomas Dawson, who lived at Meadowbank in Uddingston, Lanarkshire, was 

famous, along with his gardener, James Anderson, for the propagation of orchids. 

His work is described in William Thomson’s book The Gardener (Thomson 1868). 

In the Orchid-growers Manual Benjamin Samuel Williams called Meadowbank 

“the great Emporium for orchid gems and novelties.”  (Williams 1894).  A number 

of varieties of orchid were named after both Dawson and Anderson.  When 

Thomas Dawson died he left his garden to James Anderson, his gardener 

(Gardener’s Chronicle 1875). 

 

Although some significant family members were clearly interested in gardens, 

there is little evidence about the state of Carron House gardens in the 1850s, 

1860s and 1870s.  It was clear that the garden had been cared for at one time, but 

it had fallen into a state of disrepair. 

 

A visitor to the garden in 1880s described the neglect they had seen on an earlier 

visit to Carron House, 

 

“desolation and dilapidated property in its worst form was visible everywhere in 

the grounds. What once had been well appointed gardens, large mansion, well 

arranged office, and good dwellings of employees, at the time of our first visit 

were as ruinous as the hands of time – one might not be wrong in saying 
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mischievous hands – and total neglect could make them.”  (Journal of Horticulture 

and Cottage Gardener 1888).   

 

According to the 1851 and 1861 censuses, a farmer, Thomas Wood, and his wife 

Ann, lived in Carron House with various young adults.  It is not clear who lived in 

the house after that until sometime in the late 1870s when a new house was built 

in the ruins and the head gardener, Mungo Temple, and his family lived there. 

 

1870s – 1902 

 

5.7 The garden’s heyday under head gardener, Mungo Temple  

 

The Carron Company appointed full time professional managers from 1873 

onwards. Carron House remained in the ownership of the Dawson family. 

In 1876 William Dawson’s daughter, Anne, married Thomas Brodie, a prominent 

Edinburgh lawyer who became the Company Secretary for The Carron Company.   

 

After William Dawson’s death in 1873, Anne, her husband now styled Thomas 

Dawson Brodie, and Dinah Dawson, her sister, took responsibility for Carron 

House and its gardens, although they lived between Powfoulis and Edinburgh.  

They appointed Mungo Temple, a gardener with an established reputation to 

develop the garden.   

 

A new house was commissioned, built within the footprint of the old house and 

incorporating a bay window from the original house.  In Pevsner’s series, Buildings 

of Scotland, it is described as a ‘mid-C19 harled farmhouse occupying two thirds 

of the north range’ (Gifford and Walker 2002).  The pedimented south façade and 

loggia of the original house were left as they were. The 1881 and 1891 censuses 

show that the house was occupied by Mungo Temple, his family, garden assistants 

and domestic servants. 

 

JRD, the visitor who wrote about his/her visit in the Journal of Horticulture and 

Cottage Gardener in 1888, made particular mention of this new house 

commending how well it integrated into the surroundings. 

 

Temple, born in Fife, had worked in many important gardens and nurseries 

including Balbirnie and Osborne House.  He had worked with Robert Marnock, 

another Scottish gardener who had designed many gardens including Sheffield 

Botanic Gardens and the gardens at Bretton Hall, now the Yorkshire Sculpture 

Park.  Temple wrote regularly for horticultural journals and drew together the 

principles underpinning Marnock’s work into “Marnock’s Maxims”.  

Anne and Dinah Dawson were also active in the garden, cultivating orchids like 

their uncle, Thomas Dawson of Meadowbank. 

  

Mungo Temple renovated the walled garden and built an extensive range of 

greenhouses.  He was particularly skilled in growing fruit and he was commended 

for the quality and quantity of the fruit he grew in the space available.  He was an 
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agent for “Thomson’s improved manure” which was widely advertised in the 

gardening press. He wrote a monthly column giving practical advice called 

“Calendar” in the journal Garden: An Illustrated Journal of Gardening.   

 

Under his direction Carron House gardens became a notable Victorian garden. The 

garden enthusiast, JRD, was very impressed by the transformation of the garden, 

writing “a complete reformation has taken place since we visited some years ago” 

(Journal of Horticulture and Cottage Gardens 2002).  The article describes the 

gardens in detail, heaping praise on many aspects, not least the fruit and orchids.  

The full article can be found in Appendix I. 

 

 

 

 

 

5.8  Mungo Temple’s Obituary  
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Gardener’s Chronicle volume 31, 1902 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.8 Twentieth Century decline and obscurity 

 

Thomas Dawson Brodie died in 1896, his wife Anne died in 1903 and Dinah in 

1910.  This was the end of a very positive era for the garden, which declined again 

into obscurity.  There were no heirs to take on the estate.  The Dawson Trust, 

which is still in existence, was established to promote local good causes and 

Dawson Park was created out of land left to the local council but did not include 

Carron House.  Powfoulis was bequeathed to the Church of Scotland, and in 1926 

it became their first ‘Eventide Home’.  Carron House and its immediate gardens 

was left, and still remains, in private ownership. 
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6.0   Components of the Designed Landscape 

  

The following designed landscape components still exist at Carron House: 

Category Name 

Avenues, Drives & other 

approaches  

West Approach 

North Approach 

South Approach 

The House Carron House 

Inner Policy Walled Garden 

Orchard 

Pleasure Gardens 

Pleasure Walk Pansy walk 

Outer Policy Parkland 

Farmland 

Industrial Features Dovecot 

Riverside 

  

This section summarises the historical development of each component and describes its current 

character and condition.  The researchers were unable to access the site so no comment can be made 

about the condition of most of the components of the designed landscape.   

6.1   Avenues, Drives and Approaches 

The use of Carron House as a warehouse and offices for The Carron Company, and its close proximity to 

Carronshore to the west, suggests that originally the main access, the western approach, would have 

been along the River Carron.  This can be seen on Grassom’s pictorial map of 1817, To the Noblemen and 

Gentlemen of the County of Stirling.  The western approach is now paved and runs in parallel with the 

towpath, separated by a wooden fence (Illus. 14).  At Carronshore the entrance is marked by gate piers 

(Illus. 15).  A stone wall runs to the north of the western approach beyond which is parkland. To the north 

of the wall, and to the west of the lodge house, there is a line of trees, mainly sycamore and lime which 

may have formed part of an avenue (Illus. 16).  They are arranged in a sequence of two sycamore to one 

lime. 

A lodge to the west of the house appears on the 6” OS map, published in 1921, suggesting that when the 

house was no longer used as The Carron Company’s business premises the west approach leading to 

Carronshore once again became a significant access road to the house. The lodge house, the gable of 

which is aligned with the wall, has a pebble dash façade facing the river (Illus. 17).  It is currently occupied 

though the ground floor windows facing the river have been blocked off. 
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The southern approach took the form of a towpath.  On Grassom’s map the road led to a horseshoe-

shaped building, the Pitch House, which housed a turpentine factory.  Ogilvy attempted to block the use 

of the towpath by bargemen by building a wall across it, though nothing of this remains today.   

On the first edition OS map of 1861 the Pitch House had been replaced by an elongated building and an 

octagonal dovecot.  To the south of the dovecot the road is lined on one side by a row of trees (Illus. 18).  

On the 6” OS map of 1899 there is a boat house to the south of the dovecot which also appears on 

subsequent maps until 1951:  no evidence of its existence could be found today.   

Carron House was shield from the southern approach by a wall just over 2 metres high (Illus. 19), though 

believed to originally be 3 metres high.  It was constructed of random rubble with a rectangular cut stone 

coping. The wall appears to have been altered at various times in the past.   

The southern approach is now a paved towpath and is used as both a footpath and cycle path.  An iron 

bridge, adjacent to the dovecot, has just been installed for pedestrians and cyclists (Illus. 20):  it connects 

the paths on opposite sides of the river.  

The wall, gate piers and towpath are generally in a reasonable state of repair. 

Grassom’s map shows an access route, the northern approach, with lodge, leading to the house from the 

north.  The northern approach can also be seen on the first edition 6” OS map of 1865 and subsequent 

maps.  John Ogilvy, who purchased the house in 1786, developed the surround grounds as gardens and 

the headquarters of The Carron Company were relocated elsewhere.  The northern approach may have 

become a preferred access to the house at this time.   Neither the north lodge nor the road exist today:  

all that remains is an avenue of trees (Illus.  21). 

6.2   The House 

Carron House was built as a mansion in the late 18th century, for Mr Charles Gascoigne, manager of The 

Carron Company.  It replaced an earlier mansion at Gairdoch.  Carronhouse (sic) first appears on 

Grassom’s pictorial map of 1817, as a two-storey detached house fronting onto the River Carron.  It was 

located between the Carronshore to the west and the Pitch House to the east. 

 

On the first edition 6” OS map, dated 1865, Carron House took the form of a quadrangle with an open 

court, with the southern wing deeper than the others. The south facade had five bays linked by a loggia 

with a pediment above the central three bays:  it is now B listed.  The façade to the east had two bay 

windows.  The north wing contained a counting house and offices, the west wing housed a granary, 

offices and stables and the east and south wings housed accommodation.  By the time the second or later 

edition 6” OS map was published in 1899 the southern wing, i.e. the frontage onto the river, was no 

longer denoted as a structure:  it was in fact a picturesque ruin, having been destroyed by fire (Illus. 22).  

The three other wings survived.  The layout of the quadrangle does not appear to change in any of the 

subsequent maps.  The remains of the southern façade, although barely visible from the towpath, are in a 

very poor condition (Illus. 23).   The west wing, formerly the granary, is also in a very poor condition (Illus. 

24). 

 

Although a Victorian house was later incorporated into the east wing, utilising one of the original bay 

windows, there is no evidence of this on any of the maps.  
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6.3   Inner Policy 

The Inner Policy was a roughly triangular shaped area to the north, south and east of Carron House which 

can be seen on the first edition 6” OS map of 1865.  It contained a walled garden, orchards and pleasure 

gardens.  

The brick-walled gardens and orchards were located to the northeast and east of the house.  There 

appeared to be a number of walled areas, including one triangular and one rectangular in shape which 

are most likely to have been kitchen or formal ornamental gardens given the layout of the grounds.  The 

triangular area had borders around the perimeter with a tree in the centre.  The other is divided into two, 

with paths and borders surrounding central areas which have trees arranged, respectively, in a quincunx 

and a row, with additional trees planted in the four corners of both areas.    Adjacent, to the east, are two 

orchards with trees planted in different formations:  these are protected from the north and east by a 

narrow belt of mixed woodland.  To the east and south of the house were pleasure gardens which appear 

to be lawns surrounded by trees or shrubbery. 

 

The garden fell into a state of disrepair after the death of Ogilvy and it was not until the 1870s that  

its fortunes were revived.  Mungo Temple, a renowned gardener, was appointed to develop the garden.   

 

Thus, by 1899, when the 2nd or later edition 6” OS map was published, the garden had undergone a 

number of significant developments under the stewardship of Temple.  Glasshouses had been erected 

adjacent to the north and south walls of the newly renovated walled garden.  The glasshouse to the 

north, which was about 10.5 metres long, “… consists of an arcade of five round-headed arches, the 

central one of which formerly housed a panelled door with a glazed fanlight while the others were fitted 

as large windows” (Falkirk Archive, SMR 658).  The glasshouse to the south was of a similar length but 

had enlarged glasshouses at each end.   In addition, there were two new buildings and a rectangular pond 

to the north of the walled garden and one new building in the northeast corner of the triangular garden 

which could have been a summerhouse.  The rectangular walled garden was divided into four, the areas 

separated by paths.  The orchard had gone by this time.   

 

The garden was described fully in an article in the Journal of Horticulture and Cottage Gardener (1888), 

see Appendix I.  The triangular area had become an elegant flower garden set in beds of grass and 

specimen shrubs.  Terraces were constructed to conceal buildings but it is unclear from the maps where 

these were.  The original pleasure gardens were now lawn studded at the boundaries with old trees 

which included cherries, tulip trees, mountain ashes, hollies and walnuts.  They also contained 

rhododendrons, conifers and other shrubs as well as herbaceous borders.   The glasshouses contained 

fruit trees, including apricots, plums, cherries and pears, as well as orchids, ferns, dahlias, begonias, 

petunias, gloxinia, cordylanas and tree ferns.  Mushrooms and sea kale had their own house.  Fruit and 

vegetables were also grown. 

 

The revived fortunes were short-lived and by 1921, when a later edition of the 6” OS map was published, 

the large glasshouses to the south had gone.  By 1951 the two buildings to the north of the walled garden 

had also gone.  The area of ground to the east of the walled garden was now lawn. 

 

The north wall of the walled garden is about 2 – 3 metres high and constructed of brick.  It can be seen 

through the trees in the parkland (Illus. 25).  The grass under the trees in the shelter belt appears to have 

been mown or grazed.  The walled garden appears to contain mature trees.   

A mixed variety of mature trees now screens the inner policy and only chimney pots are visible (Illus. 26). 
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6.4   Pleasure Walks  

It is unclear from the maps whether there were pleasure walks at Carron House but the description of the 

garden in the Journal of Horticulture and Cottage Gardener (1888) mentioned a pansy walk of 100 yards 

which continued into an avenue through a wood.  Its location is unknown. 

6.5   Outer Policy  

The outer policy can be seen on the first edition 6” OS map of 1865 as an area to the north and east of 

Carron House, beyond the inner policy.  An area to the north and east consisted of parkland, beyond 

which was farmland.  To the west of the parkland there was a belt of trees running north-

northwest/south-southeast, separating the estate from the village of Carronshore.  The wall marking the 

western boundary of the policies was about 2.5 metres high was a rusticated coping (Illus. 27). 

By the second edition 25” OS map of 1897 there had been considerable tree planting with clumps 

scattered across the farmland to the east, suggesting that this was now parkland (Illus. 28, 29, 30 and 31).  

A belt of trees had been planted to the east and west of the north lodge.  Trees had been planted along 

the banks of the former river meanders to the south, which had been drained when the River Carron had 

been canalised.  The old meander to the west appears to have water along a portion of its course:  this 

suggests there may have been some form of water garden.  The volume of trees in the parkland to the 

northwest had increased.  

Housing had been built in the northwest along Westerton Terrace by 1948 (6” OS map) (Illus. 32).   

To the east of Westerton Terrace there is now a playpark with equipment which is in good condition 

(Illus. 33). The eastern boundary of the playpark is marked by a ditch which is about 2 metres deep (Illus. 

34).  The west side has been recently scythed and water appears to be running into the ditch at the north 

end, though the source is unknown.   This ditch can be seen on the aerial photograph (Illus. 10). 

Cattle and sheep now graze in fields, which are separated by wire fences, in the outer policies (Illus. 35). 

Many mature trees have died and have been left in situ. Eight young plane trees have recently been 

planted along the northern boundary, the Carronshore to Skinflats road (Illus. 36).  On the north side of 

the road there are four ash trees. 

To the east of the outer policy the M9 now runs in a northwest/southeast direction, as can be seen in the 

aerial photograph (Illus. 10). 

6.6   Industrial Features 

An octagonal B listed dovecot stands 275 metres downstream of the house.  It is Georgian and was built 

of red brick with freestone dressings, circa 1800, and has a diameter of about 5.5 metres with an oval 

window above the door (Illus. 37 and 38).  There were 1016 nests also constructed of brick.   

It is currently owned by the Dawson Trust and is in a very poor state of repair.  

There was considerable industrial/commercial activity adjacent to Carron House, apart from the 

warehouses within the house itself.  In the south was the turpentine factory and along the riverbanks 

there were numerous wharves as well as a brewery, carpenter’s yard and houses.  At low tide a 

significant number of wooden stumps and boarding can be seen in the river where wharves would have 

been (Illus. 39 and 40).  There are also signs that there were once buildings on the riverbank:  in several 

places there are piles of cut stone and other masonry barely visible amongst the vegetation (Illus. 41 and 

42).   
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Illus. 14:  Fence separating towpath from western approach 

  

  

  

  



 

28 
 

 

Illus. 15:  Gate piers marking the entrance to the western approach 
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Illus. 16:  Western approach with avenue of trees behind wall  
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Illus. 17:  Lodge house on western approach 
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Illus. 18:  Southern approach to the house 
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Illus. 19:  Wall shielding the house from the southern approach 
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Illus. 20:  Iron bridge across the River Carron 
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Illus. 21:  Avenue of trees marking the former northern approach 
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Illus. 22:  Carron House southern elevation (Canmore SC1221015) 
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Illus. 23:  Carron House southern elevation, through the trees 
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Illus. 24:  West wing of Carron House 
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Illus. 25:  North wall of walled garden, middle right 
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Illus. 26:  Chimney pots of Carron House through the trees 
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Illus. 27:  Rusticated west boundary wall 
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Illus. 28:  Copse of trees in outer policy, looking southeast 
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Illus. 29:  View across outer policy, from the north, towards wooded inner policy 



 

43 
 

  

Illus. 30:  View from north across parkland, towards walled garden and west lodge 
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Illus. 31:  View across parkland towards western boundary with Carronshore beyond 
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Illus. 32:  Westerton Terrace from the southeast 
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Illus. 33:  Playpark 
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Illus. 34:  Ditch separating playpark from fields from the south 
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Illus. 35:  Fencing in outer policy 
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Illus. 36:  Plane trees on northern boundary 
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Illus. 37:  Dovecot from the southwest 
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   Illus. 38:  Doorway of dovecot with nesting boxes inside 
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Illus. 39:  Remnants of wharves 
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Illus. 40:  Remnants of wharves 
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Illus. 41:  Remnants of masonry on riverbank 
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Illus. 42:  Remnants of masonry on riverbank  
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7.0   Assessment of significance 

 

7.1   The concept of significance 

In the context of national policy, it is necessary to identify and understand the cultural significance of an 

aspect of the historic environment before its national importance can be considered.  The concept of 

cultural significance, which is now widely accepted, was introduced in policy statements including the 

Burra Charter (2013).  Assessment of significance is designed to help establish why a place or feature is 

considered to be important and why it is valued.  It can be a subjective exercise – reflecting the moment 

in history when it is written and the state of knowledge about the site at that time.  This means that the 

assessment of significance has the potential to change as knowledge and understanding of the site 

increase, as ideas and values change or as a result of alterations to the place or feature. 

 In order to be considered to be of national importance and therefore inscribed on the Inventory of 

Gardens and Designed Landscapes, designed landscapes must have a particular cultural significance - 

artistic, archaeological, historic, traditional, aesthetic, scientific and social - for past, present or future 

generations (Historic Environment Scotland Policy Statement, June 2016).   

The cultural significance of a designed landscape rests on three types of characteristics, as set out in the 

HES Policy Statement (2016). 

1. Intrinsic - those inherent in the landscape and/or its constituent parts, including: 

▪ its condition 

▪ its research potential 

▪ the length and legibility of its apparent developmental sequence 

▪ its original or subsequent functions 

2. Contextual - those relating to its place in the wider landscape or body of existing knowledge, 

including: 

▪ the rarity of the designed landscape or any part of it, assessed against its regional and 

national context 

▪ its relationship to other, similar landscapes in the vicinity 

▪ the relationship of the designed landscape and its constituent parts to the wider landscape 
setting 

 

3. Associative - the historic, cultural and social influences that have affected the form and fabric of 

the designed landscape, and vice versa, including: 

▪ its aesthetic attributes 

▪ its significance in the national consciousness or to people who use or have used it, or their 

descendants 

▪ its associations with historical, traditional or artistic characters or events 

The grading of significance here is based on a ranking system developed from Kerr (2013) for 

conservation plans.  It grades the quality of the landscape's intrinsic, contextual and associative 

characteristics; based on the grading of quality, it assesses cultural significance according to a range, as 

set out below. 

Quality: Outstanding Range: International 
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High National (Scotland) 

Some Regional 

Little Local 

An assessment of local cultural significance does not mean that a designed landscape or its constituent 

parts are not worth conserving; indeed, sound conservation and management practices can enhance 

their significance. 

7.2   The significance of the designed landscape at Carron House 

Intrinsic 

From the maps and aerial photographs there appears to be little remaining of the garden at Carron 

House. The survey was limited, however, by lack of access.   

 

Contextual 

The place of the Carron Company in the industrial history of the Falkirk area is immeasurable. It was at 

one time the largest iron works in Europe. The wealth accumulated by the owners and managers was 

immeasurable, not least because their accounting lacked transparency. Carron House was built in the late 

C18 in a style described in Pevsner’s Buildings of Scotland as ‘aspiring to lairdly status’ (Gifford and 

Walker 2002).  ‘The brick walled garden, probably contemporary with the house’ (Gifford and Walker 

2002) reflected the importance placed on gardens in the late 18th century as a badge of status as well as a 

place to walk and grow produce.  The successful industrialists of this period, who built new houses in new 

locations, were not bound by the designs or fashions of past landowners.  The second owner of Carron 

house sought to distance the house and garden from the industry which had financed its construction.  

All the owners appear to have taken an active interest in horticulture. They and their gardeners had 

access to the increasingly available manuals and gardening periodicals.  In the late 1860s the Dawson 

Brodies, had the funds to employ a renowned gardener and writer, Mungo Temple. There is a full 

description of the garden in 1888, which illustrates Temple’s success in turning round the fortune of the 

gardens, and the high regard in which gardens were held in Victorian society. 

 

Associative 

 The influence of the early Carron iron works and the prevalence of it makes it a very well-connected 
institution. They produced innumerable catalogues over two centuries so many people in many countries 
would have been aware of the Carron iron works.  Products ranged from the industrial and military, 
through to the domestic and personal; engines, furnaces, and cannon; baths, irons and fireplaces; 
railings, gates and manhole covers; telephone boxes and pillar boxes; garden seats, rollers and tools, and 
much, much more. Many people throughout the world have an association with the Carron name.  
  
The gardens and landscapes of Carron House mirror the rise and fall of the fortunes of the Carron iron 

works. The Carron iron works, like many Victorian industries declined in the 20th century and the fortunes 

of Carron House and its gardens reflects this decline. 

 

Cultural Significance 

There is no doubt that the site is of regional significance. This report complements the work currently 

being undertaken (January 2019) to build up an account of the industrial history of the company and its 

effects on the Falkirk area and its people. 
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Stirlingshire, 25” (2nd edition)  024.12  

Ordnance Survey  Revised 1914, 

published 1921 

Stirlingshire, 6 inch (2nd 
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http:/nrs.scotland.gov.uk 

http://www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/ 

http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/ 
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10.0   Appendix 1 

Report on a visit to Carron House Gardens, written by ‘JRD’ (author unknown), in the Journal of 

Horticulture and Cottage Gardener, 2 September 1888. 
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