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Illus 1:  The Muiravonside Country Park estate as shown on the 25-inch OS 2nd edition map 
 
 

 
 
 

The location of the components and elements of the designed landscape of Muiravonside 
are labelled in black in the map extract above.  
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1.0 Introduction to Glorious Gardens 

Glorious Gardens was a two-year pilot project (2015-17) to research and record historic gardens and 

designed landscapes (GDLs) in two areas of Scotland.  The project focused on properties which are 

not listed in the Historic Scotland Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes, but which still 

retain evidence for their development and have some conservation value.   

One strand of the pilot project, funded by Historic Environment Scotland (HES), studied properties in 
the Falkirk local authority area while another strand, funded by Historic Environment Scotland and 
the Heritage Lottery Fund, focused on GDLs in the Clyde & Avon Valley Landscape Partnership 
(CAVLP) area.   
 
The Glorious Gardens pilot project was initiated and managed by Scotland's Garden and Landscape 

Heritage, who contracted Northlight Heritage to recruit, train and support groups of volunteers to 

conduct the research and produce reports on properties in each area during 2015-17. 

This report has been written by Rena Moore and Iain Kirkman, the volunteers who conducted the 

research and survey work. The assessment of significance (section 7) was conducted by SGLH based 

on their findings. 

2.0 Introduction to Muiravonside Country Park 

Muiravonside country park (NGR: NS 965 794) occupies an area of the former Muiravonside estate 
comprising the policy land of the former Barony of Muiravonside, within the parish of Muiravonside. 
From an early date, Muiravonside is listed as falling within Stirlingshire and is now part of the local 
authority area of Falkirk. It is on the north bank of the river Avon, bordering the Avon Gorge which is 
a biological Site of Special Scientific Interest, notified in 1986.  

The earliest known mention of the estate is in 1189 when Reginald Prat of (the Liberty of) Tynedale 
gave the estate of “Murgunessete” or ”Sedum Sancta Morgan”  to his daughter and son-in-law as a 
wedding gift.  

Starting off as a humble farmstead, it expanded to become an important seat in the late 18th to mid-
19th centuries as a result of developments in both agriculture and industry.  

In their 1978 report on the property, Stirling County Council noted that “… Industrial advancement 
went hand in hand with the agricultural improvement of the area and this new-found prosperity 
derived from the industrial revolution must explain the expansion of Muiravonside House from a 
comparatively humble farmstead to an important country seat. The Muiravonside estate is a typical 
example of early 19th-century landscape improvement with fields, shelterbelts and farmsteads 
which have all been consciously designed and sited to create a picturesque landscape of trees, 
changing vistas, prospects and enclosures. Furthermore most of the features of everyday estate life 
of that time are present including dovecotes, lime kilns, sawmills, curling ponds, mill lades, market 
gardens, chapels and footpaths.” (Stirling County Council 1978) These improvements were initiated 
by members of the McLeod family in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, and carried through to 
completion by the Stirling family, who held the property from 1835 to 1977.  

In the course of a dispute over inheritance, the estate was neglected for some ten years. The 
buildings deteriorated and the woods went unmanaged. In 1977, the estate was sold to Falkirk 
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Council who converted the area occupied by the policies into what is now a thriving Country Park, 
with many significant features, including the following: 

 

Name Designation Grade ID  Web link 

Dovecot, 
Muiravonside 
House 

Listed Building 
 

B LB15322 
 

http://portal.historicenvironment.scot/de
signation/LB15322 
 

The Footings of 
Muiravonside 
House 

Canmore  n/a Canmore 
221124 

Site NS97NE 
74 

http://canmore.org.uk/site/221124  

Newpark(s) 
Limekilns 

Canmore n/a Canmore 
77646 

Site NS97NE 
99 

http://canmore.org.uk/site/77646  

Castlehill 
Motte 

Canmore n/a Canmore 
47819 

Site NS97NE 
4 

http://canmore.org.uk/site/47819  

Castlehill 
Field 
boundaries(s) 

Canmore n/a Canmore 
72910 

Site NS97NE 
96 

http://canmore.org.uk/site/72910  

Castle Hill 
Field Boundary 

Canmore n/a Canmore 
72913 

Site NS97NE 
97 

http://canmore.org.uk/site/72913  

Easter 
Bowhouse 
Tracks 
 

Canmore n/a Canmore 
72914 

Site 
NS97NW 48 

http://canmore.org.uk/site/72914  

Slamannan 
Railway 

Canmore n/a Canmore 
85564 

Site 

NS97NW60 

Site 
NS97NW 60 

http://canmore.org.uk/site/85564  

 
 

 

https://canmore.org.uk/site/221124
https://canmore.org.uk/site/77646
https://canmore.org.uk/site/47819
https://canmore.org.uk/site/72910
https://canmore.org.uk/site/72913
https://canmore.org.uk/site/72914
https://canmore.org.uk/site/85564
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3.0 Methods 

The study followed the project methodology, as detailed in the Glorious Gardens Method Statement 
(see SGLH collection, held on CANMORE).  It involved the consultation of key historic maps, aerial 
photographs, local and national archives, and databases of heritage assets and statutory 
designations. The results were entered on a Property Information form and hosted on a secure 
server, to ensure a consistent level of recording. 
 
The desk-based research was followed by a systematic walkover survey undertaken in July, August 
and September 2016 to identify and record surviving components and key elements of the historic 
designed landscape. The survey employed a recording system designed for the project that 
combines written field notes, tablet-based data capture and photography. All available data 
gathered during the project are available for consultation as part of the SGLH Collection on 
CANMORE. The sources consulted are listed in section 8. The information gathered has been 
synthesised to establish a baseline understanding of the development of the designed landscape and 
its current state, including its overall structure, surviving components and conservation 
opportunities.  
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4.0 Desk-based research results 

4.1 Historic maps 
Muiravonside appears on maps from the late 16th century onward.  This section 
summarises the changes to the designed landscape which are captured on each of the more 
informative historic maps.  Section 6 draws out further evidence from the maps as it relates 
to specific components of the landscape. 
 
 

Illus: 2 

Cartographer: Timothy Pont 

Title: The East Central Lowlands (Stirling, Falkirk and Kilsyth) Pont 32 

Date: 1583-1601 

  

Muiravonside was originally known as the ‘Nuick’, later spelt as Neuk. The estate is clearly 
visible between the Bowhouse Burn and the river Avon by the green square. The burn flows 
through the estate to join the Avon near the present-day canal aqueduct.  A mill is shown to 
the north-east of the estate near to the confluence of the Burn and the River Avon. The 
Nuick or Neuk possibly took its name from its recessed position by a bend or ‘neuk’ in the 
Burn.  It is clear from subsequent maps that there was some uncertainty amongst 
cartographers about the site of the estate until the appearance of the first OS map 
published in 1865. 
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Illus: 3 

Cartographer: Joan Blaeu 

Title: Atlas of Scotland Stirlingshire Prefecture 

Date: 1654 

 

As the Blaeu map was based on Pont’s work, it is not surprising that there is very little 
change from the previous map extract. Muiravonside is shown as a house of some 
consequence, although not in quite the same league as Croonersland or Carmber with their 
palissaded settings and evidence of plantings of deciduous trees.  
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Illus: 4 

Cartographer: Herman Moll 

Title: The Shires of Stirling and Clackmannan & c. 

Date: 1745 

 

The name ‘Neuk’’ is not recorded, although the house appears to be represented and 
possibly captioned ‘Camber’. which probably relates to the nearby place of Carriber directly 
across the Avon. “Gilmu” is likely the ‘Gilmudyslant’ shown on the Blaeu map (see Illus 3 
above).  
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Illus: 5 

Cartographer: William Roy 

Title: Military Survey of Scotland 

Date: 1747-55 

 

The estate of Neuk (the earlier name for Muiravonside) is clearly visible between the river 
Avon and the Bowhouse Burn. Cultivated land is located to the north as indicated by the 
parallel lines in the fields, sometimes surrounded by a shelterbelt. Formal gardens set out in 
a repeating rectangular/square formation are positioned to the south front of the 
house.  Access appears to be up an avenue on the east side of woodland through which 
linear paths or rides appear to have been driven. The mill is again visible on the bank of the 
Avon close to where it meets the Bowhouse Burn. The clear area beside the river between 
the house and the mill might be the lower lying land where the walled garden is indicated 
on later maps (see OS maps below).  It is unclear what the dotted features to the south west 
of the mill are, but they may indicate a significant planted feature such as a line of oaks or 
limes.   
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Illus: 6a 

Cartographer: Forrester & Nichol, Edinburgh 

Title: Estate Plan of Muiravonside 1813 (Falkirk Archives) (Forrester & Nichol, 
Edinburgh. Falkirk Archives Accession No. A1873.001) 

Date: 1813 

 

The 1813 Plan shows the entire estate, including the house and designed landscape as well 
as the purely agricultural land holdings to the west.  The estate is heavily wooded and 
includes parks, plantations and orchards.  The 1813 estate plan illustrates clearly that the 
policy woodland at Muiravonside was designed to act as a shelterbelt around the gardens 
and designed landscape setting of the house, and also to the immediately adjacent enclosed 
farmland either side of a burn.  The present day country park includes the designed 
landscape of Muiravonside and some of the policy woodland to the west, but not the 
greater part of the original estate.  
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Illus: 6b 

Cartographer: Forrester & Nichol, Edinburgh 

Title: Estate Plan of Muiravonside 1813 (Falkirk Archives) (Forrester & Nichol, 
Edin., Falkirk Archives Accession No. A1873.001) 

Date: 1813 

 

A closer focus of the 1813 plan shows the House with the square court of offices to the 
north and the Newpark(s) Farm buildings. The approaches and a network of paths can be 
seen within the shelterbelt. The gardens alongside the river are seen divided into four at this 
time and surrounded by trees. The three fields within the policies are given as 35 acres 
(Scots), 2 roods and 35 falls, or just under 18 hectares.  
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Illus: 7 

Cartographer: John Grassom 

Title: To the Noblemen and Gentlemen of the County of Stirling 

Date: 1817 

 

The name ‘Muiravonside House’ is clearly recorded on Grassom’s map and ‘Neuk’ does not 
appear.  The landscape has obviously changed from the representation of the property in 
the mid-18th century by William Roy.  The house overlooks the Avon and is set within 
wooded parkland.  The offices are shown to be to the north of the house and ‘Newpark’, 
surrounded by woodland, is further north still.  Woodland is shown throughout most of the 
policies and to the west, along the north bank of the Avon.  The formal rectangular shaped 
gardens and dense planting or woodland shown on the Roy map are not indicated here. By 
this time they might have been removed although details of garden layouts are rarely 
shown by Grassom. We know from Forrester and Nichol (1813) that there is a half-moon 
garden to the east by the river.  The offices are shown as a square courtyard arrangement 
and are marked some way north of the present stable/office block that now serves as a 
visitor centre and cafe complex.  The Newpark(s) farm buildings are shown but not 
labelled.  The square stables building was in close proximity to what is now the car-park for 
the visitor centre.  There appears to be a track that hugs the river at the north end of the 
estate. This joins a road that is still in use today and leads in the direction of Linlithgow.  The 
fields recorded on the Roy map and on the 1813 estate plan are not recorded here, but this 
may simply be a matter of detail/scale.  
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Illus: 8 

Cartographer: William Forrest 

Title: Map of Linlithgow Shire 

Date: 1818 

 

Despite having been published the year after Grassom’s map (which clearly records the 
presence of Muiravonside House), Forrest’s map uses the old name relating to the estate: 
Neuk. There is little information of real value on this map, however the drives into the 
property are clearly marked.  Both drives link with the road that goes to Linlithgow 
Bridge.  The entrance on the west side of the loop remains in use to this day and is the only 
vehicular access into the estate now.  The eastern approach remains as a rough track and is 
one of many routes now used by visitors to the country park.  It is commonly used by dog 
walkers, mountain bikers and hikers. 
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Illus: 9 

Cartographer: John Thomson 

Title: Stirlingshire 

Date: 1832 

 

Muiravonside House is shown and, once more, offices are indicated to the north of their 
present location. Newpark(s) farm is not shown. The Union Canal (built 1822) is shown at 
the north-east corner of the estate. The woodland along the river to the west is marked but 
not that in the main area of the policies. Again, fields are not shown due to the scale of the 
map. 
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Illus: 10 

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey 

Title: 
Sheet 

OS 1st Edition 6-inch 
 XXXI includes: Bo'Ness And Carriden; Grangemouth; Linlithgow; 
Muiravonside; Torphichen) 

Date: Surveyed 1860, published 1865 
 

 

 
This map provides greater detail than previous ones. On this map the sawmill is marked. The 
Stirling family attempted to make the estate self-sufficient. Today, buildings remain in this 
area. The lower lying area alongside the river and to the south of the Avon Aqueduct is laid 
out as a formal garden and orchard in quadrants within a half-moon area. The sawmill and 
other buildings remain today, along with the relics of buildings within the tree planted area. 
There is a footbridge that crosses the mill lade, near to the sawmill. A wall is marked behind 
the buildings that are next to the house. Could this be a wall for the walled garden? 
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Illus: 11a 

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey 

Title: 
Sheet 

OS First edition 25-inch 
Stirling sheet XXXI.14 (Muiravonside)  

Date: Survey date: 1860 Publication date: 1865 
 

 

 
This, the previous and the following map show the estate as surveyed in 1860. The 25-inch 
map shows the fields in detail and the completed shelterbelt. The principal policy and house 
are shown in the extract below, but note the buildings of Newpark(s) Farm which can only 
be seen on this extract. Some marshland is shown in between the river and the southern 
woodland surrounding the park. By now, relatively small-scale mineral extraction in the 
form of numerous drift mines was underway but not shown on this or later maps.  
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Illus: 11b  

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey  

Title: 
Sheet 

OS First edition 25-inch 
XXXI.15 (Muiravonside) 

 

Date: Surveyed 1860, published 1865 
 

 

 

 
The edge of this map cuts through the estate - this extract shows the principal policy area 
with its three sub-divisions, shelterbelt and woodland and some tree planting across the 
area let out for pasture. Muiravonside House is shown, along with the offices which have 
been moved closer to the house. The areas adjacent to the house marked 1013 and 1015 
are the most likely sites for a walled garden. Now clearly marked is the orchard area to the 
south of the sawmill. The mill lade is shown drawing water from the Avon in the south of 
the estate and following the lower edge of the policy woodland to the mill in the north-east 
corner. The Lade is still there. 
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Illustration 12 

Cartographer: John Airey 

Title: Airey’s Railway Map of Scotland 

Date: 1875 
 

 

 
Airey’s map shows the railway network in 1875. Muiravonside has easy access to this 
network via the station at Causeway End, at the north-east corner of the estate. The North 
British Slammanan line would initially have offered access to Glasgow and Port Glasgow via 
Paisley. The line was later extended to Bo’ness, then one of Scotland’s principal ports. 
Equally, Muiravonside had access to Edinburgh and the docks at Leith, by rail as well as the 
Union Canal. 
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Illus: 13a 

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey 

Title: OS Stirlingshire 2nd Edition 25-inch  
Sheet 31.14 
Date:       Surveyed 1896 published 1897 
 

 
 
This extract from the 2nd edition 25-inch map shows the estate 36 years after the 
publication of the first edition with the location of fields, house and farm buildings 
unchanged.  
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Illus: 13b 

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey 

Title: 

Sheet 

Date 

OS 2nd Edition 25-inch 

31.15 (includes: Linlithgow; Torphichen)  

Surveyed 1896 published 1897  

 

 

 
This extract shows the principal policy area divided as before, with the exception of a 
possible division of the south pasture into two sections by a west-east pathway. However, 
the Orchard area to the west along the Avon is no longer marked out in squares and now 
shows a curling pond and a “hydraulic ram”.  The mill lade can still be seen. The family burial 
ground is now shown in the south east of the plantation. Immediately to the west of the 
aqueduct, a dock on the Union Canal (1822) is shown adjacent to Fairdale cottage and the 
Estate’s clay pit, which Stirling exploited to produce fired clay for drainage improvements. 
The blue circle in the top right-hand corner is marked as a sluice and the blue square centre 
left as a pump for the sheepfolds. 
 

 

  



25 

 

 

Illus: 14 

Cartographer: Ordnance Survey 

Title: 
Sheet: 

OS 2nd edition 6-inch  
V.NW Linlithgowshire (includes: Linlithgow, Muiravonside)  

Date: Date revised 1895; published 1899 
 

 

 

The curling pond and Hydraulic ram are evident on this map. There is a beech-lined footpath 
leading past the curling pond. 
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Illus 15: Plan showing (in red) 1946 lease of the gardens “extending to about 2.5 acres together 
with the gardener’s house or cottage and outhouses, if any, attached or occupied with said 
cottage”. The canal boat basin is now labelled “repairing dock”. 

 

 17 
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Illus: 
Cartographer: 

16 
Ordnance Survey  

Title: OS NS 97 1:25,000  

Date: Revised 1938; Published 1956 
 

 

 
 

 
As in 1904, with driveways clearly marked across pasturage. The clay pits at Causeway End 
are marked. There is a track that loops around Newpark(s) Farm. The sluice is marked east 
of the farm. This pool is still there today and is surrounded by trees. Causeway End station, 
on the Slammannan Line, is evident. Only now that we have contour lines can we see just 
how deep the Avon Gorge is. This must have provided wonderful views from the house and 
also offered a fashionable ‘picturesque’ landscape in the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries. 

 
 
 
 

  

http://maps.nls.uk/os/25k-gb-1937-61/index.html
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Illus: 17 

Cartographer: Gillespies for Stirling County Council  

Title: Muiravonside Country Park and Causeway End Bing: Landscape Management 
and Development 1995-2000 (extract) 

Date: February 1995 

 

 
The map above, annexed to the 1995 Stirling County Council report, shows the area of the 
country park as proposed and virtually as implemented by Falkirk Council following local 
government reorganisation. The exception is the House itself, which was demolished some 
time after 1978. 
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4.2 Other sources 

Illus: 18 

Source: Caledonian Mercury 

Title: Caledonian Mercury (Edinburgh, Scotland), Saturday, August 18th 1817; Issue 
14953. British Library Newspapers, Part I: 1800-1900. 

Date: August 1817 

 

Estate advertised for sale in August 1817 

 

Illus: 19 

Source: Caledonian Mercury 

Title: Caledonian Mercury (Edinburgh, Scotland), Monday, August 15, 1825; Issue 16222. 
British Library Newspapers, Part I: 1800-1900. 

Date: August 1825 

 

Advertisement for coal seams to let 
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Jaques (2001, p105) sums up the policy area of the country park as “170 acres of woodlands, 
parklands and garden, including vertiginous slopes abutting the Avon Gorge”.  

Reid (1994a, p79–110 and 1994b, p21-85) provides a wealth of detail on the ownership and 
development of the estate and the policies over several centuries.  

In his report on the state of the Parish in the (first) Statistical Account of Scotland (Vol. 1, 
1791 pp. 200-202) The Rev. Mr. John Bertram notes that the east end of the parish of 
Muiravonside “is of a light gravelly soil; the rest clay, with a mixture of moss and moor. A 
considerable part of the parish has been enclosed within these few years. The farms are 
very small: the rents commonly are high: the harvest early… as the farms are small grass 
parks commonly taken fro (sic) a year to year for feeding cattle.” The Account also notes 
several coal mines and a great quantity of ironstone in the parish, as well as 17 mills 
producing flour, barley, corn, lint, snuff, bark, bleeching, flint and two fulling mills. (The 
(first) Statistical Account of Scotland Vol. 1 200 -202).  

In 1841, in the New (second) Statistical Account (1845, Vol. VIII, pp.205-214), the then 
Minister, the Reverend James McFarlan records that farms in the east of the parish are 
larger, are more enclosed, benefitting from better soil conditions aided by “Police dung 
from Edinburgh”. He also notes that “some of the under seams of coal have been wrought 
in the lands of Muiravonside, and these workings have lately been renewed to a 
considerable extent”. More specifically he states that the recent finding of a seam of 
limestone by Mr Stirling of Muiravonside “at the foot of the bank below the aqueduct, 
promising abundant supply”.  

The NSA captured the striking location of Muiravonside in poetic terms - “Still lower, where 
the flank of the Bathgate Hills is cut off by the stream between the castle of Carriber and 
Muiravonside House, the banks, precipitous and wooded, are reared nearly 200 feet above 
the stream, till they gradually expand with that valley crossed by the towering aqueduct 
which leads the waters of the Union Canal towards their Destination (NSA p207). 

Muiravonside and its policies do not feature in the third statistical account of 1962 

In Graham’s 1812 panegyric to the cause of agricultural improvement in Stirlingshire 
(Graham, P; 1812 p 227), the eastern district of Muiravonside is compared favourably with 
its western district and “the bleak districts of Slamannan”. 

Although Falkirk Council purchased the house and policies and implemented the planned 
Country Park development, an earlier proposal from Stirlingshire (Stirling County Planning 
Department, 1978) provides useful background to the policies and their history. Their report 
notes “All the elements of the original 19th century picturesque landscape and it would be 
possible to reinstate these to their former condition. The parkland landscape was originally 
designed for essentially passive pursuits of walking, admiring the changing views, picnicking 
and the study of nature.” (Stirling County Planning Department 1978, p8). While the report 
stated that it would be unthinkable to propose the demolition of Muiravonside House, this 
was what eventually happened. 

Three Falkirk Council reports may be found in the Falkirk Archives. 
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5.0 Muiravonside Designed Landscape: Phases of Development 

Phase 1: 11th to 17th centuries 

Muiravonside is believed to have been established by gift of David 1st (1124-1153) to the 
Tynedale family of Prat.  Reginald Prat of Tindal (Tynedale) is recorded as gifting the 
property to his daughter and son-in-law Richard de Melville as ‘Muganessete’, (or in Latin 
‘Sedum Sancta Morgan’) in or around the year 1189.  The estate remained annexed to the 
Barony of Melville for some 300 years. There is no map evidence for this earlier period, but 
in 1471 the estate passed by marriage to the Ross barony of Halkhead. It is thought that a 
member of a cadet branch of the family was responsible for building the first Great House in 
the 1550’s (Reid, 1994a), which is shown on the late 16th century Pont map as “Neuk”. 

Phase 2: 18th Century 

Ownership remained in the hands of various branches of the MacLeod family. The 
MacLeods were supporters of the Stewart dynasty and much involved in the Jacobite wars 
and ensuing events.  However, the 1750’s marked the beginning of the agricultural 
improvement movement in Scotland and in spite of political and financial difficulties, the 
MacLeods were able to apply this to Muiravonside. The development of the estate can be 
seen from the Roy map, which shows enclosed arable land, pasture, shelterbelts to the 
south of the House and a quartered garden to the east of this and what may be early stables 
and domestic offices.  

The impact of these improvements can be seen in an early 19th century comparison of “the 
bleak districts of Slamannan and the western part of Muiravonside” with eastern 
Muiravonside as indicated above. In the east, the belts of planting are “directed so as to 
ward off the most pernicious blasts, and they are of considerable depth. Though they are of 
recent origin in this quarter, their beneficial effects are already evident. The soil appears to 
be ameliorated, and the produce improved, precisely in the measure that shelter is given…” 
(Graham 1812)  

Phase 3: 19th and 20th centuries 

Improvement continued into the 19th century: the 1813 estate plan shows shelter planting 
around the policies and the four fields to the west (Castlehill, Newhouse, East and West 
Draffin.  Newpark(s) farm is shown along with the pastures in the policies.  

Maps of 1817 and 1818 show the sweeping entrance drives with further shelterbelt 
planting, 

By 1822, the Union Canal (1822) will have provided a ready means of transporting goods to 
market and the new owner was active in developing the industrial output of the estate, with 
the installation of lime kilns, a sawmill and lade and a hydraulic ram at some distance from 
the lade. Although the extension of the Ballochney - Slammannan railway to Causeway End 
was not completed until 1840, it had been agreed by the time Charles Stirling of Drumpelier 
bought the estate in 1835. No doubt the provision of a rail link with Glasgow and the Clyde 
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increased the industrial value of the estate. Stirling continued its agricultural, industrial and 
leisure development. 

Muiravonside was one of a number of estates in the area to experiment with coal 
extraction, and the records of the Stirling family include lists of the detailed geology found 
in test bores, including fireclay and ironstone as well as coal.  An 1872 note to William 
Stirling reads “No 1 bore Tarduff is down nearly 50 fathoms and I have stopped it as it is in 
the sandstone. I cannot make out what position we have been boring in. I suspect we are 
below the position of the Slatey band, altho’ I would not have expected it” (Stirling papers 
1884-1893). A specific clay pit is marked on the OS maps (now within the curtilage of Firtree 
Cottage, as is the adjacent canal boat basin) and Charles Stirling experimented with 
producing his own drainage tiles (Reid, 1994a, p 104). 

All these developments required robust access roads. One runs from the main drive to the 
limekilns and thence to the sawmill and includes a substantial stone bridge over the 
Bowhouse Burn. A second service road links the main road and the railway station at 
Causewayend to the clay pit and canal basin at Firtree Cottage. 

The first OS (1860) shows the mill lade running beside a quartered garden / orchard at the 
riverside. The remains of espalier planting can be seen in this area and a row of boundary 
trees to the south of it. Pleasant walks were built along the riverside and through the area 
around the orchard, with pedestrian bridges crossing Bowhouse Burn and the mill lade.  By 
1897 a curling pond had been added to the facilities in this area. The impressive stables and 
domestic offices appear to have been completed by 1897 and are of a size consistent with 
an estate the size of Muiravonside.  

Phase 4: 1970’s to the present: 

Reid (1994a) records that following the death of a later Charles Stirling in 1967, the estate 
was unoccupied and fell into disrepair. The last owner agreed its sale to Falkirk Council in 
1977.  The Stirling County Planning Department undertook a feasibility study in 1978 and set 
out detailed plans for converting the policies into a Country Park. This was subsequently 
implemented by Falkirk Council, and the area now includes parkland and woodland walks, a 
visitor centre and cafe, with a children's play area. Newpark(s) Farm is managed as a 
livestock farm for rare breeds and there is a range of leisure and educational activities on 
offer, including the planting of fruit trees and the maintenance of well concealed bee hives.  
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6.0 Components of the Designed Landscape of Muiravonside 
 
This section summarises the historical development of each component and several 
elements. It describes its current character and condition. 

 
The designed landscape components and elements listed below still exist at Muiravonside 
Country Park in one form or another. For their location, please see Illus 1. 

 

Component Element Comments 

Drives and Approaches 

 

Main drive Curves in from the lodge and gates on the 
B825, crosses the stone bridge over the 
Bowhouse Burn and splits south of the burn 
with one branch going up to Newpark(s) and 
the other down to the court of stables and 
the house. 

East drive Service drive which enters the estate from 
the east. 

Gate piers Stone gate piers mark the entrance. The 
boundary wall survives, but piers are now 
linked to it by iron fencing. 

Bridge There is a solid stone bridge to carry the 
main entrance over the Bowhouse Burn. 

Residential House The 17th century house has been 
demolished, but its outline is marked out by 
dwarf walls in what is now a garden area 
within the Country Park. (Gifford p.622) 

Gardener’s 
Cottage 

Little remains of the gardener’s cottage but 
it was thought to have been close to the 
walled garden. 

Stables and offices Court of 
stables 
offices 

The court of stable offices was built in the 
mid-nineteenth century. It forms a crowstep-
gabled centrepiece for the east range.  

Doo’cot The crow-stepped lectern-style doo’cot was 
probably built at the same time as the 
stables. A projecting cornice acts as a 
ratcourse and two pedimented stone 
dormers contain two tiers of round-arched 
flight-holes. (Gifford p.622) 
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Pleasure Gardens and Walks Formal 
garden 

The house was surrounded by a formal 
garden of which very little remains. It is in a 
sheltered and secluded area and could be 
reinstated without too much difficulty. 
(Stirling County Council 1978, p9) 

Walled 
garden 

According to the OS maps, this is located to 
the east of the house in between the 
shelterbelt and mill lade on one side and the 
river on the other, probably on haugh land. 
The rectangular curling pond is situated to 
the west of the garden. 

Walks The policies are ringed on all sides by a thick 
shelterbelt of mixed deciduous and 
coniferous trees originally planted in the late 
18th century. As is clear from the OS maps, 
there is an extensive network of footpaths, 
tracks and bridleways which make the most 
of the woodland and the spectacular 
‘picturesque’ scenery afforded by the Avon 
gorge on the south side of the estate. The 
wooden foot bridges and ponds found on 
the walks are no doubt an added attraction. 

Policy Parkland  There is a large expanse of parkland to the 
north and east of the house. It was probably 
used as pasture. It is gently undulating and 
predominantly south-facing, with a few 
specimen trees in the south-eastern section. 

Borrowed 
landscape 

The borrowed landscape which can be seen 
from within the estate, is enhanced by being 
framed by the large expenses of shelterbelt. 

Policy woodland Coppicing There is evidence of systematic coppicing 
along the footpath leading to the Mill. 

Burial 
ground and 
chapel 

There is a small family burial ground in the 
strip of woodland to the south-east of the 
house. Linked to the house and the burial 
ground by a footpath, there is a small chapel 
in the gorge. 

Agricultural and Industrial 
features 

Farm 
buildings 

These are located at Newpark(s). The 
farmhouse which was situated within the 
buildings was occupied by the owners in the 
early 18th century before the big house was 
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built. 

Saw mill Located down by the walled garden, the mill 
was served by a very long lade, as shown in 
Illus 1. Related to the mill there are the 
remains of a hydraulic ram. A hydraulic ram 
is a form of water pump to provide addition 
energy when the mill lade is low. 

Limekiln The kiln was installed on the north bank of 
the Bowhouse Burn in the mid-19th century, 
presumably to help to improve the 
agricultural output. 

Drift bore The entrance to what is an ironstone bore is 
off the riverside walk north of the orchard.  

Archaeological features Motte The entry on CANMORE suggests that the 
“probable motte now appearing as oval 
mound measuring c.32m by 27m on top and 
standing about 3m above the surrounding 
river flood-plain. Much field clearance 
material has been piled against the side of 
the mound which also bears traces of 
excavation.” 

https://canmore.org.uk/site/47819/castlehill 
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Illus 20: Entrance to Muiravonside; Gate Piers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Illus 21: Tree-lined 
entrance drive 
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Illus 22:  Entrance drive bridge over the Bowhouse Burn 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Illus 23: Service drive to Firdale Cottage and site of clay pit 
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Illus 24: Boundary wall (service road entrance) 

 

 

 

Illus 25: Garden area showing the footings of the mansion house 
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Illus 26: The layout of the walls of the house 
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Illus 27: Stables and Offices 

 

 

 

 

Illus 28: Stables and offices yard 
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 Illus 29: Stables and Offices 

 

 

 

Illus 30: Garden wall and Doo’cot 
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Illus 31: Doo’cot 

 

 

 

 

Illus 32: The Pleasure Garden near the site of the house (1) 
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Illus 33: The Pleasure Garden near the site of the house (2) 

 

 

 

 

Illus 34: The Pleasure Garden near the site of the house (3) 
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Illus 35: The Pleasure Garden near the site of the house (4) 

 

 

Illus 36: The Curling Pond near the half-moon garden and the orchard 
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Illus 37: The former orchard by the half-moon garden 

 

    

Illus 38: Evidence of former management of fruit trees using the Espalier method 
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Illus 39: Riverside walk (1) 

 

 

Illus 40: Riverside walk with a view of aqueduct 
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Illus 41: Part of the pathway network 
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Illus 42: Footbridge over the Bowhouse Burn with original footings 

 

 

Illus 43: Policy parkland with shelterbelt 
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Illus 44: Large pond in the policy parkland 

 

 

 

Illus 45: Pasture within the parkland 
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Illus 46: Evidence of coppicing in the policy woodland 

 

 
Illus 47: Family grave in the burial ground in the policy woodland 
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Illus 48: Newpark(s) farm buildings 

 

Illus 49: Spring for the sheepfolds? 
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Illus 50: Mill Lade 

 

 

Illus 51: Small bridge over the mill lade 
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Illus 52: Sawmill 

 

Illus 53: Rear view of sawmill 
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Illus 54: Limekiln 

 

 

 

 

Illus 55: Drift mine shaft. A reference in the Second Statistical Account suggests this was a 
bore for ironstone.  
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Illus 56: Drift mine shaft 

 

 

 

 

Illus 57: Site of Firdale Dock 
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Illus 58: Canal Bridge 49 
 

 

 

Illus 59: The Motte at Castlehill 
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7. Assessment of Significance 

7.1 The Concept of Significance 

In the context of national policy, it is necessary to identify and understand the cultural significance of an 
aspect of the historic environment before its national importance can be considered. The concept of 
cultural significance, which is now widely accepted, was introduced in policy statements including the 
Burra Charter (2013). Assessment of significance is designed to help establish why a place or feature is 
considered to be important and why it is valued. It can be a subjective exercise – reflecting the moment 
in history when it is written and the state of knowledge about the site at that time. This means that the 
assessment of significance has the potential to change as knowledge and understanding of the site 
increase, as ideas and values change or as a result of alterations to the place or feature. 
 In order to be considered to be of national importance and therefore inscribed on the Inventory of 
Gardens and Designed Landscapes, designed landscapes must have a particular cultural significance - 
artistic, archaeological, historic, traditional, aesthetic, scientific and social - for past, present or future 
generations (Historic Environment Scotland Policy Statement, June 2016).   
The cultural significance of a designed landscape rests on three types of characteristics, as set out in the 
HES Policy Statement (2016). 
 

1. Intrinsic - those inherent in the landscape and/or its constituent parts, including: 

▪ its condition 

▪ its research potential 

▪ the length and legibility of its apparent developmental sequence 

▪ its original or subsequent functions 

2. Contextual - those relating to its place in the wider landscape or body of existing knowledge, 

including: 

▪ the rarity of the designed landscape or any part of it, assessed against its regional and 

national context 

▪ its relationship to other, similar landscapes in the vicinity 

▪ the relationship of the designed landscape and its constituent parts to the wider landscape 
setting 

3. Associative - the historic, cultural and social influences that have affected the form and fabric of 

the designed landscape, and vice versa, including: 

▪ its aesthetic attributes 

▪ its significance in the national consciousness or to people who use or have used it, or their 

descendants 

▪ its associations with historical, traditional or artistic characters or events 

The grading of significance here is based on a ranking system developed from Kerr (1996) for 
conservation plans. It grades the quality of the landscape's intrinsic, contextual and associative 
characteristics; based on the grading of quality, it assesses cultural significance according to a range, as 
set out below. 

Quality: Outstanding Range: International 
High National (Scotland) 
Some Regional 
Little Local 
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An assessment of local cultural significance does not mean that a designed landscape or its constituent 
parts are not worth conserving; indeed, sound conservation and management practices can enhance 
their significance. 
 

7.2 The Significance of the Designed Landscape of Muiravonside 

 
Intrinsic 

There is often intrinsic value in country estates dating back centuries whose essential infrastructure and 

relevant structures are present in a legible form and provide a picture of how the estate functioned at its 

height as a rural enterprise, but often with no part to play in the industrial revolution.  The Falkirk area is 

fortunate in having a number of estates which do, showing the development through run-rig agriculture 

to enclosure and improvement and finally into the industrial age. Muiravonside is one, along with South 

Bantaskine. It is clear that long-standing owners, the Macleod family, brought about great improvements 

in the agricultural productivity of the land in the 18th century to be followed by the Stirling family’s 

exploration of the industrial potential in the 19th century. Given the geological bonus of the Avon Gorge 

the fact that the estate is well maintained as a country park, Muiravonside has high intrinsic value. 

 

Contextual 

Muiravonside has little contextual value. We have not found many indications of significant relationships 

within the vicinity. 

 

Associative 

Any associative value lies not with associations with local figures so much as with the involvement of the 

estate in the construction Canal in 1822 and the extension of the Ballochney-Slammannan railway to 

Causeway End. However, Muiravonside was not alone in having links such as these and is of little 

associative value. 

 

Cultural Significance 

Given the comments above, we have concluded that the site is regionally significant, particularly with 

regard to its intrinsic value in providing a good example of the changing economy of estates in the 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and the role of landed families in bringing industry and employment 

opportunities to rural areas. 

 

8.0 Sources consulted 

8.1 Historic maps 

Cartographer Date Title Sheet 

Timothy Pont 1583-1601 The East Central Lowlands 
(Stirling, Falkirk and 
Kilsyth)  

Pont 32  
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Prefecture 

Herman Moll 1745 The Shires of Stirling and  
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Clackmannan & c. 
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Edinburgh (Falkirk 
Archives Accession 
No. A1873.001) 

1813 Estate plan of 
Muiravonside 

1 of 1 
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of Stirling 
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Scotland 

Stirlingshire 
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Publication 
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(Muiravonside)  

OS Surveyed 
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(Muiravonside) 
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Scotland 
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(Muiravonside)  
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date: 1897 
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Torphichen) 

OS Revised 1899 6-inch (2nd edition) OS Linlithgowshire 
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sheet V.NW (includes: 
Linlithgow, 
Muiravonside) 

Unknown 1946 Plan to accompany a lease 
of the gardens at 
Muiravonside 

 

OS Revised 1938 
Published 
1956 

1:25,000 series NS 97 

Gillespies for Stirling 
Council 

1995 Muiravonside Country Park 
and Causeway End Bing: 
Landscape Management 
and Development 1995-
2000 (extract) 
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Plan, March 1995. (Falkirk Archives Accession No. A1209.010) 
 
Graham, Patrick General View of the Agriculture of Stirlingshire with observations on the 
means of its improvement G & W Nichol, Edinburgh 1812 
 
Jaques, Richard, Falkirk and District: An illustrated Architectural Guide Rutland Press 2001 
 
McFarlan, Rev. James Second Statistical Account, Parish of Muiravonside, Vol.8, pp. 205-214, 
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