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By email only wanda.conn@east-ayrshire.gov.uk

FAO: Pamella Clifford, Chief Planning Officer
Dear Pamela,

25/0465/PPP Residential Development to include access, roads, open space,
landscaping, drainage and other associated works on land at Kilwinning Road,
Stewarton

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage is grateful to be consulted on the above application.
We note that the proposed development is on land allocated within the LDP for residential
development, Site Ref. Kilwinning Road ST-H2.

The nearest designed landscape to the proposed development site is the Lainshaw Estate, the
polices of which is located to the south of Kilwinning Road. The Lainshaw designed landscape,
a hon-inventory designed landscape, includes continuous woodland planting around the
policies, which includes a woodland block known as Anderson’s Mount, and historically a
continuous tree shelterbelt to the south of Kilwinning Road.

Trees to the south of Bloak Road, located within the proposed development site are remnant
trees from a narrow shelterbelt, ‘Longridge Plantation’ as evident on the 1st Edition OS Map
Series, Ayrshire Sheet Xll published in 1858.

The landscape proposals retain existing trees to Bloak Road the sites north boundary, along
with existing trees to the south and west boundaries, which are supplemented with new tree
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planting. The Tree Survey Report by Julian Morris identifies several ancient or veteran trees
within the proposed development site, which should be afforded special protection. Indeed
this is recognised on pg.28 of the DAS, Section 4.0 Site Assessment, which confirms ‘severa/
veteran trees which will be given special consideration in the design to support their long term
health and ecological value’.

Whilst not an historic consideration we do have the following observation on the site layout.

The integrity of the ‘continuous’ open space to the south of the proposed development
identified as Amenity and Recreational Space on the Open Space Provision plan, is
compromised by the 7no. houses and associated infrastructure which are located in the south
east corner. The inclusion of these houses encroaches upon the open space within the
proposed development, breaches the watercourse, and severs the possibility of a vehicle free
pedestrian route as demonstrated in Figure 19 of the DAS. Their location erodes the potential
to provide a continuous blue/green corridor to the south of the development site, and the
opportunity to provide a continuous green space linking the adjacent residential and proposed
residential site.

We would ask to be advised of the outcome of this application and our request to be included
in consultations on planning applications at Inventory and non-Inventory designed landscapes
within East Ayrshire.

Yours sincerely,

Matthew Benians MA (Hons), CMLI
Chair, Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage
conservation@sglh.org
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