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FAO: Craig Thomas, Senior Planning Officer 

 

Dear Mr Thomas,  

 

22/0680/PP Residential development with associated works including 

access, parking, landscaping, open-space and SuDS at Treesbank B7038 From Ayr 

Road To C120 Kilmarnock East Ayrshire 

 
Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage (SGLH) initially commented on the development 

proposals on the 25th November 2022. 

 

See below extract from our initial response. 

 

We have studied the documents submitted in support of the application and welcome the 

recognition accorded the designed landscape in the Design and Access Statement. Whilst not 

wishing to object to the application we would strongly advise that conditions are set to the 

granting of any planning permission to the application protect the remaining landscape 

including:- 

 

• Protection of the settings of the three listed structures, Treesbank House, Stables and 

Doocot in line with advice contained Historic Environment Scotland’s ‘Managing 

Change in the Historic Environment’ – ‘Setting’ publication. 

• As the proposed development site, together with the balance of the designed 

landscape appear to be in the same ownership, we would advise that sufficient 

conservation and repair works are carried out to the A-Listed Doocot and C-Listed 

Stables to allow their removal from the Buildings at Risk Register. 

• The protection of all trees to be retained within the development site together with 

those adjacent in the remaining area of the Treesbank designed landscape, including 

the areas designated as Ancient Woodland. 
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• The preparation of Conservation and Woodland Management Plans for the balance of 

the Treesbank designed landscape to conserve and manage this green space on the 

southern fringes of Kilmarnock for the future. 

 

We have now assessed the documents which were submitted on 03.09.2025 and various 

dates in June and July ’25 including: 

 

• Proposed site layout. 

• Treesbank landscape and specification. 

• DAS Pts 1&2. 

• Tree Survey.  

 

It is apparent that the extent of the development has reduced in size when comparing the 

documents submitted in July and September ’25 with those submitted in 2022.  The 

proposed development site is outwith the core designed landscape as identified on the 1st 

Edition OS Map Series Ayrshire Sheet XXIII published in 1860.   

 

Therefore, the observations made in 2022 reflected a scheme which encompassed a larger 

part of the Treesbank designed landscape.  However, they are still of relevance to the 

proposals associated with a reduced scheme. 

 

1) Protection of the settings of listed structures 

 

The DAS states that the AAHT has concluded that the doocot was built around the late C19th. 

Further the DA p.32 recognises that the dovecote ‘would be most affected by the proposals, 

as it is currently located within the edge of the woodland, adjacent to the field proposed for 

housing’.   

 

2) Conservation and repair of listed structures 

The proposals as submitted do not prescribe conservation and repair works to the A-Listed 

Doocot. 

 

3) The protection of all trees 

The proposed access road on Lorenie Drive results in the felling of 19no. mature lime trees 

which lined the former entrance drive.  Tree nos. 613-622 and 713 to 721, which are 

identified for removal on the Proposed Tree Removal Plan.  

 

We would specifically request that consideration is given to an alternative access which 

retained trees remnant of the designed landscape. 

 

4) The preparation of a Conservation and Woodland Management Plan 

The proposals as submitted do not include a Woodland Management Plan. 
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Therefore, in considering the revised development proposals SGLH register our objection to 

the planning application on the grounds of the above four stated reasons.    

 

We would be grateful to be advised of the outcome of this application in due course and 

request to remain included in consultations on planning applications affecting Inventory and 

non-Inventory designed landscapes in East Ayrshire. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Matt Benians, CMLI 

Chair  

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage  

conservation@sglh.org 
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