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Dear Mr Hayward,  

 

Case Ref: 25/01832/FUL: Visitor Centre, Abbotsford, Melrose TD6 9BQ 

 
Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage is grateful to be included in the above planning 

application consultation to remove the existing sedum green roof and install PV panels on the 

roof of the Visitor Centre. 

 

The Visitor Centre is located within the Abbotsford GDL ref.GDL00001 included in the 

Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes in Scotland and therefore assessed by Historic 

Environment Scotland to be of National Significance. 

 

We have reviewed the documents which accompany the application, including the drawings 

and design statement. 

 

The design statement, notably the Heritage Assessment confirms that ‘the panels are sited 

to preserve key sightlines to Abbotsford House from public areas and paths’.  Further, ‘due 

to the raised roof edge and low-profile design, the PV panels are invisible from the ground 

and don’t affect the listed building’s historic character’. 
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The Setting Impact Assessment confirms that ‘the PV modules are positioned behind the 

parapet, with drawings confirming no significant projection.  They are not visible from key 

public viewpoints, and perceptibility from elevated private viewpoints is extremely limited’. 

 

As the visual character of the Visitor Centre remains unchanged when experienced from 

Abbotsford House and from within the designed landscape we are supportive of the 

proposals to install PV panels on the roof of the Visitor Centre. 

 

We would be grateful to remain included in any future consultations affecting other Inventory 

and non-Inventory designed landscapes in the Scottish Borders.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Matthew Benians, MA (Hons) CMLI 

Trustee 

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage conservation@sglh.org 
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