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FAO: Rhiannon Hatfield
South Scotland Conservancy
Greystone Park
55/57 Moffat Road
Dumfries DG1 1NP

By email only: southscotland.cons@forestry.gov.scot

Dear Rhiannon Hatfield,

Forestry Grant Scheme: 348977
Case Title: Piltanton Woodland Creation Plan

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage (SGLH) is grateful to be included in the consultation
for the Piltanton Woodland Creation scheme. The proposed development will be located
adjacent to and partly within the Lochnaw Castle designed landscape. The landscape around
Lochnaw Castle is included in the Inventory of Gardens and Designed Landscapes in Scotland
held by Historic Environment Scotland (HES) and is therefore deemed to be of national
significance.

We have studied the information provided with the woodland creation proposals and refer to
the citation and mapped boundary for the Inventory-listed site available on the HES website!.
The woodland creation area includes Clashinarroch Hill to the south-east of the designed
landscape, but also a small area within the designed landscape south-west of Half Mark farm.

The Inventory describes the landscape as having been the work of John Hay, 1758-1836,
described as “...the most eminent horticultural architect Scotland has ever produced.” by J.C.

Loudon (1783-1843). In particular to this case, the section on Scenic Interest states:

“Scenic: Level of interest: Some

1 Both pastmap.co.uk and the HES portal.
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The landscape surrounding Lochnaw is of a similar character to that contained within the
estate.: adfacent elements of shrub planting, woodland, pasture and open ground, blend so
there is little scenic contrast between the two. Existing planting, foliage and undergrowth
combine with gently undulating topography to screen most elements of the estate landscape.
Some interest under this category derives primarily from external views into the landscape,
across the loch towards Lochnaw Castle, and with reference to the prominent hill on which
Kinsale Tower sits.”

It is noted that the hill on which the Kinsale Tower sits is to the west of proposed the woodland
creation area and will effectively screen the woodland from much of the core of the Lochnaw
Castle designed landscape. Clashindarroch Wood, located on the northern edge of the
Clashindarroch hill plateau, forms the skyline for views from within the designed landscape
(where not screened by localised woodland). The woodland creation area that is outside the
designed landscape lies to the south-east of this and is unlikely to be visible from within the
core of the designed landscape.

We note that proposals for the part of the woodland creation site that is within the designed
landscape include native and mixed broadleaf with Scots pine. SGLH considers that plantings
in this area have considered the character of existing woodland, and the proposals are
consistent with the mosaic of open areas and woodland that occurs across the wider designed
landscape.

We have no further comments on the proposed Woodland Creation Plan

Yours sincerely,

Beatrice Dower, BSc (Hons), MSc, MLA, CMLI
Conservation Consultant
Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage conservation@sglh.org
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