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Dear Mr Gosling,  

 

Forestry Grant Scheme: 24FGS81679 

Case Title: Lamb Hill and Castle Hill Woodland Creation 

Business Name: Manston Forests LLP 

 
Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage (SGLH) is grateful to be included in the consultation 

for the Lamb Hill and Castle Hill Woodland Creation scheme. The proposed development will 

affect the Ladyland designed landscape, which although not included in the Inventory of 

Gardens and Designed Landscapes in Scotland held by Historic Environment Scotland (HES), is 

listed as a non-inventory designed landscape by North Ayrshire Council, such that it is deemed 

to be of local (regional) significance. 

 

We have studied the information on maps 3 and 4 which were made available to us. The 

woodland creation areas occur across the upper slopes around the designed landscape; along 

the slopes to the southwest; and across the Maich Water to the east.  

 

The Ladyland landscape is identified in the Ayrshire Designed Landscapes Survey (McGowan & 

Dingwall, 20091) which states in section 4.13 on Scenic value and views from roads: “Many 

sites make a major contribution to local scenery, either individually or in combination with 

adjoining sites… High visual impact and visibility in local contained area (033 Sauchrie; 149 

Glenbuck; 134 Ladyland).” We note that the layout of shelterbelts and tree lines around 

enclosed fields is visible from the wider Garnock valley including from the A737 around Beith, 

 
1 Peter McGowan Associates with Christopher Dingwall (2009) Ayrshire Designed Landscapes Survey. Ayrshire 

Joint Planning Steering Group. 
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as part of the agricultural landscape extending up the western slopes of the wider Garnock 

Valley. 

 

Reviewing North Ayrshire Council’s data on non-inventory designed landscapes, we note that 

the boundary for Ladyland held by the Council is not the same as that identified in McGowan 

& Dingwall (2009) and does not correlate with stippling indicating designed landscapes on 

Ordnance Survey 1st and 2nd edition maps. SGLH is of the view that the boundary to the non-

inventory designed landscape should be reviewed, in particular in relation to the areas south-

west and north-west of Ladyland House. 

 

It is noted that no planting is proposed within the Council’s boundary for the designed 

landscape, but that planting is proposed within the area that McGowan & Dingwall considered 

to be part of the designed landscape.  

 

For these areas, to the south-west of Ladyland House to Ford Wood, and for north-west of 

Ladyland up to the West, Middle and Big Roundels, SGLH is concerned that infill planting will 

alter the character of the designed landscape.  

 

SGLH therefore object to the woodland creation proposals in their current form. It is 

recommended that: 

• open parkland to the south-west of Ladyland House should be retained and planting 

areas 3f and 3c omitted;  

• that fields below and between the roundels (including areas labelled for planting as 

1b, 1e 1f, 1d) should be retained as open space; and  

• that ‘enrichment planting within historic woodland’ should be focussed on preserving 

the prominence and longevity of the historic planted roundels rather than infilling 

woodland between them. 

 

We note that areas to the east of the Maich Water, whilst within the wider designed landscape 

for Ladyland, are not generally visible from Ladyland due to mature woodland along the 

watercourse. We therefore have no comment on planting on the eastern side of the Maich 

Water riparian woodlands in relation to Ladyland designed landscape.  

 

It is noted that areas of woodland creation on the middle and upper slopes both west and east 

of the Maich Water will infill the current structure of shelterbelt planting on the wider Garnock 

Valley slopes, leading to changes to landscape character for this part of the Garnock Valley, 

which is included as part of the Council’s Special Landscape Area. 

 

SGLH is aware of local concerns relating to matters other than historic designed landscapes 

and landscape character but limit our response to matters within the remit of SGLH.  We have 

no further comments to add. 
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Yours sincerely, 

 

Beatrice Dower, BSc (Hons), MSc, MLA, CMLI 

Conservation Consultant  

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage conservation@sglh.org 

 
SGLH Conservation Committee 

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage info@sglh.org 
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