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FAO: David Mitchell, Chief Governance Officer  

         

Dear David,  

 

23/0153/PP Siting of 4no. glamping units, with new access, drainage, additional 

native planting and associated works 
 

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage (SGLH) attention have been invited to comment on 

the above application which is located immediately adjacent to the Loudoun Castle designed 

landscape GDL Ref.00269, a designed landscape included in the Inventory of Gardens and 

Designed Landscapes in Scotland and therefore assessed by Historic Environment Scotland to 

be of National Significance.  

 

We previously commented on the application in our response dated 8th May ’23.  Having 

reviewed the documents accompanying the planning application registered with the council 

on 17th October ’23 I see that some but not all of the concerns raised in our previous letter 

have been addressed.  Indeed, the revised layouts have only served to emphasise our original 

concerns. 

 

The proposed Site Plan Drawing No. 221017-01-02 Revision A identifies a new hedge to 

replace the existing roadside hedge line identified for removal.  However, no indication of the 

proposed plant species is provided.   
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The applicant has prepared a Tree Protection Plan No. 221017-01-11 which identifies the 

Root Protection Area Areas (RPA) of individual trees and indicates the location of a Tree 

Protection Fence.  However, we note that Glamping Pod 1 is located within the RPA of retained 

trees. Given the information provided, we understand that the method for securing the 

glamping pods is by ground screws, which in theory would minimise the potential damage to 

tree roots.  However, the proposed location of Glamping Pod 1 has the potential to cause 

damage within the rooting zone of the three existing trees.   Further, paths accessing the 

Glamping Pods are also indicated with the RPA.  Therefore, we would advocate an 

Arboricultural Method Statement is prepared to demonstrate how Glamping Pod 1 in particular, 

together with the footpaths are constructed within the RPA of retained trees without adversely 

affecting the trees. 

 

We have not been able to locate a planting plan accompanying the proposals which provides 

information on the proposed tree and hedgerow species, together with size at time of planting 

and protective measures to aid establishment. 

 

The proposed Drainage Plan No. 221017-01-04 has been updated to indicate the tree RPA’s.  

However, the proposals still propose drainage runs below the canopies of existing trees, 

notably to Glamping Pod 1.  

 

We have not been able to locate a tree survey to BS5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, 

demolition and construction which records their physical condition.     

  

We would be grateful to be advised of the outcome of this application in due course and 

request to remain included in consultations on planning applications affecting Inventory and 

non-Inventory designed landscapes in East Ayrshire. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Matthew Benians MA (Hons), CMLI 

Acting Vice Chair  
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