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Scotland's Garden & Landscape Heritage

FAO: Chris Ryde 5 May 2023

By email only: southscotland.cons@forestry.gov.scot

Dear Mr Ryde,

Case Ref: Forestry Grant Scheme: 22FGS69767: Nether Albie Woodland Creation

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage is grateful to be included in the above Forestry
Grant Scheme consultation.

We have studied the Nether Albie Operations Plan and accompanying assessment appendix
and map figures and note that Springkell is mentioned.

Springkell, although not included in Historic Environment Scotland’s Inventory of Gardens and
Designed Landscapes in Scotland, is identified as a Non-Inventory Designed Landscape by
Dumfries and Galloway Council: site reference MDG25655. It is therefore considered to be of
regional significance, although no statement of significance is available online.

We note that rather than “/and to the east of the Kirtle Water is within the Springkell non-
inventory designed landscape’ as stated in the Operations Plan (page 9), the Dumfries and
Galloway Council Historic Environment Record website shows the Springkell Non-Inventory
Designed Landscape as including woodland to the west of the Kirtle Water, up to the proposed
woodland site boundary.

Springkell is a well-wooded landscape with principal views from the house looking south-
south-west. No key views from within the designed landscape will be affected by the proposed
woodland, and although the proposed woodland will be visible from some more open areas of
the wider policies, and adjacent to the woodland paths along the western boundary of the
Springkell policies (west of the Kirtle Water), we are content that the proposed planting will
not affect the designed landscape.
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We also note that Blacket House Non-Inventory Designed Landscape (Dumfries and Galloway
Council Historic Environment Record site reference MDG25672) lies within 1km south of the
proposed woodland site boundary. As a Non-Inventory Designed Landscape it is considered
to be potentially of regional significance, although no statement of significance is available
online. This is a house well contained by mature policy woodland and we are content that
views of and around the Blacket House designed landscape will not be affected by the
proposed Nether Albie plantation woodland.

We confirm we have no further comments to add.

Yours sincerely,

Beatrice Dower, BSc (Hons), MSc, MLA, CMLI
Conservation Consultant
Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage conservation@sglh.org
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