SCOTLAND’S

IRERITAGE

Scotland's Garden & Landscape Heritage

North Lanarkshire Council

Enterprise and Place

Civic Centre

Windmillhill Street

Motherwell ML1 1AB

By email only Planningenquiry@northlan.gov.uk 2 February 2023

Dear Sir/Madam,

22/01493/PPP Residential Development (Permission in Principle): Site South Of
Bedlay Castle Cumbernauld Road Chryston North Lanarkshire G69 9HP

The above application has recently been brought to the attention of Scotland’s Garden and
Landscape Heritage (SGLH), a registered charity which aims is to promote and protect
Scotland’s historic garden and designed landscape heritage. Further information can be found
at https://www.sglh.org/. We have been unable to make a site visit owing to time constraints
in responding but having studied the applications submitted in support of the application we
have concerns about the proposed development. The application site is clearly located in the
parkland of the historic designed landscape of Bedlay Castle, a Heritage Asset, but there
appears to be no acknowledgement of this fact in the application documents.

We accept that Bedlay Castle is not included in the Inventory of Gardens and Designed
Landscape and therefore not assessed by Historic Environment Scotland to be of National
Significance. However as the setting of a Category A-Listed building, Bedlay Castle and two
Category B-listed structures, the Ruined gateway in garden and Bedlay Kennels (former Stables
to Bedlay Castle) retains at least Local significance and is likely to have been identified in a
survey of Designed Landscapes in North Lanarkshire undertaken by Sheena Goulty, author of
Heritage Gardens: Care, Conservation, Management (Heritage: Care-Preservation-
Management) (2016). As such, the Bedlay Castle designed landscape is a Heritage Asset.

Bedlay Castle dates from the 16th/17t century and was remodelled in the mid-19t century.
The first indications of a designed landscape having been laid out around the castle are seen
on William Roy’s Military Survey of circa 1755, with the enclosure of land by tree planting and
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the establishment of a distinctive east-west aligned avenue. A similar layout is illustrated on
the Charles Ross Maps of the Shire of Lanark (1773).

The first precise details of the designed landscape are recorded on the First Edition Ordnance
Survey (0S) of 1857 at 25 and six inch scales. With the subsequent editions and revisions of
the OS, 1896, 1910, and 1935 it can be seen that, despite the now divided ownership of the
landscape, this is the broad layout and tree-planted structure which survives today and was
probably laid out when the castle was remodelled in the mid-19th century. This layout includes
the trees fronting Glasgow Road, currently a double row of 32 closely planted lime trees,
presumably planted as a screening device to define the south boundary and a prominent
feature in the local landscape.

The Bedlay Estate retains good tree cover, now the subject of Tree Preservation Orders (TPO),
including a specific TPO covering the proposed development site within the Red Line Boundary
(RLB). The Tree Report records 24 individual trees, seven groups of trees and one woodland,
with the Topographical Survey document recording the locations of individual trees within the
RLB. The proposed Site Plan locates six dwellings and a flatted development within the RLB
with a new access road directly off the A80 Glasgow Road. However, this site plan does not
accurately locate the existing trees recorded on the topographical survey, therefore it is not
possible to accurately determine which trees are required to be felled to facilitate the
development. However, the author estimates five to six trees within Tree Group G1 would
require to be removed.

The boundaries of the individual plots as drawn encroach within the Root Protection Area (RPA)
of a number of trees within Woodland and Tree Groups G6 & G7. The author estimates six
trees within Woodland Group and four within the Tree Groups would require to be removed.
However, with the additional need to accommodate the SUDs attenuation and infrastructure
SGLH estimates that 19 to 20 trees, all subject to a Tree Preservation Order, will be required
to be removed in total to facilitate the development.

We also have concerns regarding the formation of the new access off the Glasgow Road to
access the properties which in addition to the removal of the trees, would sever the perimeter
of the stone boundary wall of the estate.

Although not considered to be in close enough proximity to be included in the neighbourhood
notification, Category A-Listed Bedlay Castle is adjacent to the proposed development site and
we are surprised that there appears to be no Landscape Visual Assessment of potential impact
of the development on this structure. Whilst the established tree cover appears good, it is
predominantly deciduous and its screening effect will obviously be diminished over the winter
months.
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The North Lanarkshire Local Development Plan (July 2022) contains policies for the protection
of the Natural and Historic Environment Policy which should apply to the Bedlay Castle
designed landscape and we consider the application contrary to these-
e Bedlay Castle and its designed landscape lie within the designated Greenbelt.
e Historic Environment Policy: PROT B POLICY Historic Environment Assets Development
should avoid causing harm to the character or setting of sites protected for their
historic environment value.

To summarise: Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage consider that the proposal will
cause an unacceptable level of harm to this locally significant historic designed landscape as
a result of irreversible development in the historic parkland, removal of established tree cover,
the creation of a new access damaging the southern perimeter wall and potential detrimental
visual impact on Category A-Listed Bedlay Castle. We therefore wish to lodge an objection to
the application.

Yours sincerely,

Alison Allighan BSc (Hons), MSc, CSFHS, CMLI
Conservation Consultant

Scotland’s Garden and Landscape Heritage
conservation@sglh.org
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